STRUGGLE AND SACRIFICE: CONTRIBUTION OF CHHATRAPATI 
SAMBHAJI IN THE CONSERVATION OF HINDAVI SWARAJA 


A 
THESIS 
SUBMITTED TO THE 
SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD JHABARMAL TIBREWALA UNIVERSITY, 
FOR THE DEGREE 
OF 
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 


IN 


HISTORY 


By 
NARAYAN KARBHARI MHASKE 
(REGISTRATION NO. 161011387) 
UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF 
Dr. VIJAYKUMAR LAXMIKANTRAO DHARURKAR 
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
SHRI JAGDISH PRASAD JHABARMAL TIBREWALA, UNIVERSITY, 


VIDYANAGRI, JHUNJHUNU, RAJASTHAN -333001 
Year-2014 


DECLARATION BY THE CANDIDATE 


I declare that thesis entitled STRUGGLE AND SACRIFICE: CONTRIBUTION OF 
CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJI IN THE CONSERVATION OF HINDAVI SWARAJA Is my 
own work conducted under the supervision of Dr.Vijaykumar Laxmikantrao Dharurkar 
Supervisor at Shree Jagdish prasad Jhabarmal Tibrewala University, Vidyanagari, Jhunjhunu, 
Rajasthan approved by research Degree Committee. I have put in more than 200 days of an 


attendance with the supervisor at the centre. 


I further declare that to best of my knowledge the thesis does not contain any part of any 
work which has been submitted for award of degree either in this University/deemed university 


without proper citation. 


Signature of Supervisor, Signature of candidate 


Shri Narayan Karbhari Mhaske 


Signature of the Head/Principal 


CERTIFICATE OF SUPERVISOR 


This is to certify that work entitled STRUGGLE AND SACRIFICE: CONTRIBUTION 
OF CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJI IN THE CONSERVATION OF HINDAVI SWARAJA is a 
piece of research work done by Shri Narayan Karbhari Mhaske under my supervision for the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in History of JJT University, Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan, India. That 


the candidate has put attendance of more than 200 days with me. 
To the best of my knowledge, and beliefs the thesis 


I. | Embodies the work of candidate himself 
II. | Has duly been completed 
Il. — Fulfills the requirement of ordinance related to Ph. D. degree of the University and 
IV. Is upto the standard both in respect of content and language for being referred to the 


examiner. 


Signature of the Supervisor 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


It gives me great pleasure to express my deepest sense of gratitude to Dr. Prof. V. L. 
Dharudkar., Dept. of Journalism, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Marathwada University Aurangabad, 
for his inspiring guidance and constant encouragement throughout this work. It was only because 


of his constant motivation and extraordinary patience which enabled me to complete this thesis. 


I record with sincerity my profound sense of gratitude to JJT University, Rajasthan for 


timely help and providing necessary facilities. 


I would like to express my sincere thanks to Hon. Narendra Ghule patil , president of Shri 
Shri Marutrao Ghule Patil Shikshan Santha’s , Bhende (BK) and Hon. Chandrashekhar Ghule 


Patil (MLA) for his inspiration, invaluable help and enthusiastic support to me. 
Iam very much thankful to Principal, all my teaching and nonteaching staff members. 


I owe my thanks to my brother Babasaheb, Sisters Mangal, Manda, Mrunal and Mangal 


Gawali. I also thankful to Sarika, Harshika and all my friends and relatives. 


Last but not the least I wish to record my special deep feelings of gratitude towards my 
beloved parents Shri Karbhari Mhaske and Tarabai Mhaske for their love affectin, blessing and 


moral support which is beyond the word. 


I will be failing in my duties if I do not extended my sincere thanks to my wife Archana, 
Son Akshay & Gaurav whose inspiration, support and love always kept me working during 


completion of this work. 


Narayan Karbhari Mhaske 


CONTENTS 


e DECLARATION 

e CERTIFICATE 

e ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
e DEDICATION 

e ABSTRACT 


1) HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


2) RESEARCH DESIGN 


3) LIFE & WORK OF SAMBHAJI AND REVIEW 
OF LITERATURE 


4) SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 


5) RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL LIFE 


6) SAMBHAJI AND STRENGTHENING OF 
HINDAVI SWARAJ 


7) CONCLUSIONS 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


on Ff W WN 


45-73 


74-105 


106-135 


136-165 


166-195 


196-228 


229-235 


ABSTRACT 
Of Ph.D. thesis entitled: 


STRUGGLE AND SACRIFICE: CONTRIBUTION OF CHHATRAPATI SAMBHAJI IN 
THE CONSERVATION OF HINDAVI SWARAJYA 


The period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji (1680-1689) is treated as later phase of Shiv Shahi in 
medieval India. However, it would be interesting enough to examine and highlight Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji’s contribution separately as an independent entity. In this work sufficient light has 
been thrown on the contribution made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji in the protection and 
consolidation of Hindavi Swaraja in various fields such as political, socio economic, religious 
and cultural. Hitherto Sambhaji’s work is examined on the basis of Chitnis Bakhar, which was 
written as per order of Chhatrapati Rajaram. The biased information about Sambhaji is 
misleading and has been described as exaggerating and imbalanced. In order to make correct 
understanding of Sambhaji’s personality, life and work, his successes and failures have been 
critically studied here. Hence this work is unique in the process of evaluation of his historical 
role as a just and able ruler who continued the spirit of swarajya effectively. . 

Findings: 


e Sambhaji’s role has remained neglected in the building of Hindvi Swaraj. 
New justice has been provided in this work for evaluating his performance in 
the right angle. 

e Sambhaji was able to strengthen Hindvi Swaraj in the adverse conditions. His 
struggle and dedication was corner stone of his contribution to the history of 
medieval India. 

e The socio economic and cultural aspects of the period of Sambhaji illustrate 


mass participation on large scale than that of political life. 


e The socio economic, religious and cultural life of the period of Sambhaji 
was value based and he protected Maharashtra Dharma as Maratha identity 
and Hindvi Swaraj as national identity, both merging in each other for nation 
building. 

e People’s participation against the mogul attack on Maharashtra was a solid 
base of Sambhaji’s success. Like the king people also were actively involved 
in fighting the adverse conditions. The will power of the society was highly 
elevated due to awakening made by saints and prophets. 

e Sambhaji took every care to provide relief to the common people during the 
conditions of drought, which prevailed during his period. The administrative 
capacities of Sambhaji can be witnessed in this phase. 

e Chhatrapati Sambhaji established his bravery and able leadership while 
fighting against Moguls and Portuguese. The Portuguese papers have 
described Sambhaji as war life prince. 

e Sambhaji raised huge mass movement for the protection of people, their 
religion and culture. 

e The public life during Sambhaji’s period was based on the value of struggle 
and loyalty towards the value of freedom. He and his fellowmen treated these 


values higher than any other selfish motives. 


Chapter scheme: 


Chapter I: Historical background: 
In this chapter the Swaraj and its geographical divisions prior to the rise of Sambhaji has been 
highlighted properly. Further significance, objectives as well as new sociological perspective 


were also studied. The authenticity of sources was examined and new light was thrown on 


different sources for reunderstanding Sambhaji’s struggle and sacrifice. 


Chapter IT: Research Design 


In this chapter most suitable and befitting descriptive research design was examined properly. 
The various methods of data collection were reviewed and both primary as well as secondary 
sources were explained. Modi, Arabic and Persian as well as English and Portuguese sources 
were classified and described one after another. Both modes of internal and external criticism 


were testified to available sources and line of interpretation was set in this context. 
Chapter ITT: Life and work of Sambhaji and Review of Literature: 


In this chapter in the beginning major events in the life of Sambhaji were covered and later on 
brief historical details were elaborated. The milestone research works conducted by G.S. 
Sardesai, Jadunath Sarkar, G.H.Khare, A.R.Kulkarni, Dr. Kamal Gokhale, Dr. Shivde, Dr. 
Bahekar were reviewed. Their achievements and limitations were also presented. New 


sociological angle and subaltern perspectives were studied. 
Chapter IV: Social and economic conditions: 


In this chapter it was evaluated how Sambhaji fought against adverse social and economic 


conditions prevailing at the time. 


After invasion of Mogul King Aurangzeb the entire Maharashtra was witnessing turmoil. In the 
adverse conditions the common man was sufferer of the conditions. Hence social and economic 
aspects of Sambhaji’s life were explained here. Different aspects of rural life, arts, crafts and 
festivals and social relationship among various groups as well as trade and commerce and 


economic aspects were also carefully studied here. 
Chapter V: Religious and culture life: 


In this chapter Sambhaji’s religious and cultural policy was highlighted. Sambhaji’s sole efforts 
were to fight against the Islamic invasion of Mogul Emperor Aurangzeb’s fanatic policies. In this 
chapter different aspects of cultural life of Sambhaji were properly highlighted. It is true that 
social and cultural aspects are totally inseparable and they require an integrated approach. Hence 


in this chapter sociological view point was adopted for this study. 
The socio cultural aspects of Sambhaji’s period were explained in this chapter. 


Chapter VI Sambhaji and strengthening of Hindvi Swaraj: 


This chapter had mainly focused on contribution made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji for 
strengthening of Hindvi Swaraj. The chapter has mainly focused on Sambhaji’s struggle with 
Portuguese and Moguls as well as Englishmen. Finally this has turned into Sambhaji’s struggle 


and sacrifice for the fostering of Hindvi Swaraj. 
Chapter VIT: Conclusion: 


In this chapter review of earlier chapters has been presented in order to cover different aspects of 
the problem. After presenting of summary, major findings have been illustrated and a new 


theoretical frame has also been presented. 


New theory: 


The new theoretical frame of this research work has mainly focus on following aspects. The 
historical sociological approach and subaltern history approach can help to rebuilt Sambhaji’s 


history. 


e Historians have not given proper justice to the contributions made by 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji. Hence correct evaluation of Sambhaji’s performance 
has been made in this work. 

e Sambhaji bravely fought with Portuguese and he has been described in 
Portuguese papers as “War like Prince.” 

e If Sambhaji-Akbar alliance would have been successful, this would have 
turned the trends in history. 

e Due to drought all economic difficulties Sambhaji had to make rigorous 
struggle for retaining freedom. 


e = Chhatrapati Sambhaji promoted art and culture. 


Summary: 


The entire research work has led to the understanding of facts about Sambhaji in new angle. The 
entire theme has led to highlight the contribution of Chhatrapati Sambhaji. The struggle and 
sacrifice of Sambhaji thus led to the new understanding of Sambhaji’s contribution made to the 


strengthening Hindavi Swaraj in a new angle. 


Research Student Research Guide 
N.K.Mhaske Dr. V.L. Dharurkar 


Professor and Director, School of Liberal Art, 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


1.1: Introduction: 


In the long galaxy of Inidan history Chhatrapati Shivaji stands unequal and unparallel. He 
was a grestest commendable gems of the medieval history of India. The glorious traditions of 
Maratha were continued by Chhatrapati Sambhaji during the period of decade 1680-89. The 
period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji was mostly significant in the continuing and change of the 
Maratha power. The strength of Maratha Empire was continued and new spirit was infused in 
this period. Though numbers of research works were completed on Chhatrapati Sambaji, yet the 
total contiribution of Sambhaji has not been completed in a systematic manner. Here this 
research topic has been selecgted for explaining the micro aspects of the present research 
problem. The political, socio economic as well as culturage life of the peiod can be rightly 


studied in this work. 


The study of Sambhaji’s contribution to Hindavi Swaraj can be useful to highlight the 
various fasets of this heroic ruler who was brave and constructive to rearrange the strength of 
Maratha nation against the invasion of Mogul empire Aurangazeb. He not only put a strong 
barror against the Mogual and foreign invaders but also governed the state with high quality 
performance. Sambhaji’s administrative vision was based on the principles of Shivaji and he 
further consolidated this empire by designing the Maratha rule and its future in a systematic 


manner. 


The present work will try to reexamine the Maratha sources and afer authenticating these 
sources new light will be thrown on the history of Sambhaji as a ruler and administrator. The 
yeoman contribution made by him for the rebuilding of Hindavi Swaraj has been properly 
highlighted in this research work. The reign of Chhatrapati Sambhaji was most turbulent and 
uncertain. After the death of Shivaji in 1680, Aurrangzeb the Mogul empire was thinking tha this 
was the most right period for attaining the Muslim state. Though Shavaji was no more, yet the 


Maratha system of good governance and administration provided in the western Deccan. The 


freedom loving people of Maharashtra were the backbone of the Maratha state and they 
continued to protect the value of freedom and good governance within the period of Sambhaji. 
He had all the qualities requied for an able ruler and visionary administrator. The period of 
Sambhaji must be studied carefully to throw light on his contribution to the Maratha state in 


general and Handavi Swaraj in particular. 


The period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji (1680-1689) is traced as later phase of Shiv Shahi in 
medieval India. However, it would be interesting enough to examine and highlight Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji’s contribution separately as an independent entity. It would be interesting to throw 
light on contribution made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji in the protection and consolidation of 
Hindavi Swaraja in various fields such as political, socio economic, religious and cultural. 
Hitherto Sambhaji’s work is examined on the basis of Chitnis Bakhar, which was written as per 
order of Chhatrapati Rajaram. The biased information about Sambhaji is misleading and has 
been described as exaggerating and imbalanced. In order to make correct understanding of 
Sambhaji’s personality, life and work, his successes and failures, the present research work has 
been planned. This study will be conducted in the historical sociology perspective by making 


explorations in subaltern studies. 


Sambhaji’s period (1680-89) was most turbulent and conflicting and the entire Mogul 
army had invaded on the various provinces of South India and the masses along with the rulers 
were resisting the invasion with a perfect vision and mission. Historians like G.S.Sardesai, 
V.S.Bendre, Dr. Kamal Gokhale, Sadanand Shivde and Bahekar have focused on various 
dimensions of Sambhaji’s career but still the objective and critical analysis of Sambhaji’s 
contribution to Maratha history is lacking. While reexamining Sambhaji’s life and achievements, 
Dr. Bahekar has pointed that the fearless behavior of Sambhaji in Mogul camp was reflecting 
pride, loyalty to Swarajya and his immense dedication to the cause of independence. He never 
fall a pray to Emperor Aurangzeb’s promises and was devoted to the cause of freedom. He 
sacrificed everything for the protection of Swarajya. His sacrifice not only enhanced the Maratha 


pride but also it was digging of final burial of the Mogul emperor in Deccan (1) 


The rise of Maratha power in the medieval India was a significant phenomenon because 
under the able leadership of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, Marathas were able to establish 


independent Swarajya in 1674 and later on the sprit of the Swarajya was continued by later 


Maratha rulers like Chhatrapati Sambhaji and Rajaram and Peshwas also. Sir Jadunath Sarkar 
has rightly pointed that “A synthesis of vast and varied mass of mew materials, made available 
during the century following the publication of Grant Duffs book has naturally resulted in the 


super session of his chapters on Shivaji on reconstructed in Aurangzeb volumes 4 & 5.” (2) 


G.S.Sardesai has rightly observed that “The character and achievements of Shivaji and 
the Peshwas’ have left a permanent mark on the history of India. They form the most recent 
example of our genius for nation making of which we today may well be proud.” However, 
history of Sambhaji has remained neglected in Maratha history. Hence his struggle and sacrifice 


for strengthening of Hindvi Swarajya has been subject matter of this research work. 


The new sources help to reconstruct history of heroic struggle made by Marathas. 
However Sambhaji's history waited for a long time to reconstruct it. Further Sarkar has rightly 
pointed that “Marathas were only one among the many threads in the, tangled web of Deccan 
history in the seventeenth century. Therefore, to understand the true causes and full 
consequences of Shivaji's own acts and policy, it is necessary to have detailed knowledge of the 
internal affairs of the Mogul Empire, Bijapur and Golkonda also.” (3) Sambhaji also depicted 
this Marathas struggle against all the prominent powers in Deccan to sustain the Hindvi 
Swarajya. Hence, the study of Maratha's both Shivaji and Sambhaji therefore can be treated as 
more than a mere biography of Shivaji and Sambhaji, it frequently deals with the contemporary 
history of three Muslim states through an exhaustive treatment. (4) Sambhaji had to continue this 
struggle against Moguls, Sultan's of Bijapur and Siddis of Janjira. The role of Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji must be examined in this context because Chhatrapati Sambhaji was able to carve and 
protect Swarajya by making struggle and sacrifice for protecting Swarajya which was located in 
the region between Godavari and Tungrabhadra rivers. (5) Krashnaji Anant Sabhasad the first 


biographer of Shivaji has described the nature of the Swarajya on following manners. 


At the time Shivaji's Kingdom comprised of two divisions, the area lying between 
Godavari and Tungabhadra rivers, and secondly, the region between Tungabhadra and Kaveri 
rivers.(6) The first division, known as the Swarajya, had in it the areas from Maharashtra. It 


extended from the fort of Salher beyond the northern bank of the Godavari over the whole 


country of Galghat and Varghat to the Tungabhadra. The latter division extended beyond the 
Tungabhadra to the banks of the Kaveri and included Kolhar, Balapur, Jinji and Vellore. (7) The 
Maratha Swarajya was extended to the southern India both in Karnataka and Tamilnadu. 


Sambhaji also held his sway over this land. 


P. S. Joshi has rightly pointed that “When a line is drawn on the map of India from the 
north to the south in order to mark the boundary of the Swarajya of Shivaji, it is seen that the 
western border of the Swarajya included Salher, Hanavantgad, Javalagad, Dindori, Ramse}j, 
Songad, Pratpgad, Dehu, Alandi, Poona, Indapur, Sangali, Pavirtragad, etc.”(8) This part was 
core of Swarajya established by Shivaji Maharaj. Sambhaji had to administer this part" in a 
systematic manner during 1680 to 1689 the decade of turmoil and conflict, which he marked on 
the pages of history of India. On this background the study of Swarajya which Sambhaji received 


from Shivaji can be studied in the foregoing pages. 


The role, relevance and effectivity of Sambhaji’s contribution have remained neglected because 
of three facts which must be first cleared here: 

e Firstly Sambhaji’s history is based on wrong sources, which were concocted 
by the loyal followers of Rajaram, Balaji Awaji Chitnis who wrote a Bakhar 
by the orders of Rajaram, wrongly painted Sambhaji to appease Rajaram. 
Most of the historical works till recently were based on resource material and 
kept Sambhaji also biased. 

e Second factor is that Sambhaji’s heroic deeds and his struggle painted in 
Portuguese and English sources had not received attention for a long time. 
Dr. A.D.Pisurlekar first brought to light numerous facts based on Portuguese 
records. Further S.N.Joshi’s collection of Sambhaji papers which has 
illustrated number of original papers. In the quarterly magazine of Bharat 
Itihas Sanshodhan Mandal Pune in its annual number 117-118 issue I and II 
these 198 original letters throw a considerable light on Sambhaji’s period. 

e The third factor is that in spite of availability of ample sources very less 


interpretation of facts has been made by historians exceptionally up till now. 


Hence major effort of this work will be focusing on these three areas which are basically 
significant in the study of Maratha history. In nutshell the focal point of this study will be based 
on authenticity of source material and interpretation of facts. Here the social and economic 
history of the period of Sambhaji will be explored in the subaltern view point, in which 
involvement of masses, persuasion of values and transformation of Swarajya will be mainly 
focused. The study of Maratha history earlier was conducted only in the parts of understanding 
of political processes, but we have to examine facts here on the social matrix because social 
history is more significant than any other facts of political dynamics. The legacy of Shivaji 
which Sambhaji carried was value based and it was related to mission of wider horizons of 


nation making, which has been rightly explored here. 


Historians like V.K.Rajwade, S.N.Joshi and A.D. Pisurlekar have considerably collected 
sources of Maratha history of the period of Sambhaji. Most of them are published and few of 
them still remained unpublished. However, in spite of availability of sources, Sambhaji’s period 
is waiting for new analysis in a systematic manner. The Maratha historiography of the period of 
Sambhaji thus requires a new understanding of facts, a critical analysis of sources and new 
analysis of entire medieval sociology of cultural dynamics. The medieval Deccan which was 
suffering from Mogul atrocities was made free and vibrant in favor of Swarajya by Sambhaji. On 


this background cultural geography of the period must be properly highlighted. 


Necessity of research: 


e The studies in historical sources are based on scientific facts and evidences. 
Hence in order to examine Sambhaji’s career the use of authentic source 
material remains significant. 

e The study of Sambhaji’s complex career can help to overcome many 
problems in the medieval history. A new sociological outlook can help to 
understand various aspects. 

e Much of the historical facts of medieval history are based on political aspects 
and less is known about social and cultural aspects. Hence the present work 
will be conducted in mass history view point. In such history political events, 


stories of king and queens, internal conflicts are not much important, but 


what is significant is the social participation of people at large. It would be 
interesting to study how people participated in struggle, how they shared 
grievances and reacted against moguls and Portuguese. 

The struggle of Sambhaji had left behind history of socio cultural identity. Unfortunately 
less is known how people could survive their life and values in the massive mogul attacks and 
could sustain their moral and spiritual identity. It would be interesting to study how Sambhaji 
organized united and provided able leadership to the southern Indian states. His naval power and 
his vigilant approach against Portuguese, English, and Siddhi also show his watchful policies 
against the foreign invaders. The necessity of study lies in understanding of Sambhaji’s abilities 


in the adverse situation. 


Further the necessity of study mainly requires in understanding of Sambhaji’s foreign 
relations with Portuguese, English and French. The study of Portuguese papers, Madras papers 
and Bombay papers can throw a new light on the life and time of Sambhaji. Much success of 
Sambhaji depends on understanding of men, their loyalties and their abilities. Sambhaji was able 
to deploy able officers in his campaigns against Portuguese and he was able to succeed in these 
campaigns due to his intelligence, planning and foresight. The clear understanding of Sambhaji’s 
role as a solider, general and administrator requires a more clear and effective exploration of 
source material. In spite of P.S. Joshi’s analysis of Sambhaji’s administration a new line of 
examination of facts has been followed in this study. It has been pointed that “The administration 
of the Swarajya was managed by Chhatrapati Sambhaji with the assistance of the 
Chhandogamatya and the council of eight ministers.” (9) Thus decentralization of power and 
peoples’ participation was a key factor in Sambhaji’s success. It is true that “The duties and the 
work of the ministers of that Council which were laid down during the time of Chhatrapati 
Shivaji seem to have been the same under Sambhaji” (10) Right men on right place as per their 
quality was Sambhaji’s policy and he had sound judgment of men, which provided him a clue for 
military campaigns. The study of power separation, religious and cultural rights, central 
administration and provincial as well as sound civil administration and local administration 
clearly show that Sambhaji had geared the state towards peoples’ welfare. Hence the governance 
would sustain even at the time of mogul attack on Maratha Swarajya. The mass participation 


against the Moguls attacks can be evidently shown on the basis of Sambhaji’s right agrarian 


policy. It has been pointed that “Agriculture in the Swarajya was also affected adversely due to 
the famine in Chakan in 1685, in Borgaon in 1686, and the Mai Shiras in 1687. As a result, the 
government of Sambhaji took different measures to boost agriculture.” (11) These facts can be 


examined in this work to understand the mass history of the last decade of 17" century. 


1.2 The Geographical Division of Swarajya 


Prior to the understanding of Sambhaji's early career, it would be interesting to examine 
the legacy of Swarajya which Sambhaji has received from Shivaji the great the founder of 
Hindvi Swarajya. The Swarajya of Chhatrapati Shivaji in Maharashtra was divided into three 


provinces. These were as follows: 


The Northern Division - Its area was between Salher and Poona and a part of Konkan, up 
to hundred miles roughly north of Bombay, namely, Kalyan, Bhivandi, Javhar etc. 
The Southern Division - Talghat, Konkan south of Bombay up to Bhatkal including Dabhol, 


Rajapur, Banda, Phonda, Karwar, Gokarna etc. 


The Southern Division - Varghat or Desh from the south of Poona to Kopbal near 
Tungabhadra. It included the southern Desh districts roughly from Poona to Dharwad and 
Kopbal. (12) In this third part district of Karnataka on river Tungbhadra also included in 


Swarajya. 


P. S. Joshi has rightly observed that, As Shivaji was in constant warfare with the Moguls 
and the Sultan of Bijapur this territory was not always under his complete control. Though its 
border areas at times changed hands, by and large, the above-stated territory was under Shivaji at 
the time of his death. (13) Sambhaji had to undergo constraint struggle for maintaining this 
territory under Swarajya. The scenario of Maratha State under Sambhaji was thus full of 
problems both internal and external. Because the Maratha house in capital Raigad was divided 
and the enemies like Mughal, Portuguese, and Siddhi were also trying to revenge against 


Maratha's after death of Shivaji. 


Establishing Hindus state and maintain it was really the challenging tasks. Sarkar has 
rightly pointed that the aggregate result of availability of sources changes the history and a new 
presentation of the history of Shivaji. (14) The same is the case with the history of Sambhaji 
because the availability of Portuguese sources, English sources makes us to understand 
Sambhaji’s history in new light of both foreign and Sanskrit sources. Sambhaji had written a 
Sanskrit book known as 'Budhbhushan' which is his commentary on astrology. (15) Sambhaji 
had mastered Sanskrit language and was able to contribute in this language in a masterly manner. 
Sambhaji in his early career was given special education on Indian epics Ramayan and 
Mahabharata and his teacher Keshav Bramhin was donated 1600 lari land in Sangmeshwar 
Tahsil of Rajapur district in Konkan. (16) Sambhaji was also imparted physical as well as 
military education like guerrilla technique of warfare. (17) This warfare was based on strategic 


military education, which was evolved by Marathas. 


Thus Maratha Swarajya was safe, sound and secure in the hills of Sayandri, which was 
base of Swarajya. Both Shivaji and Sambhaji not only protected this base, but they expanded this 
base towards the southern states of Karnataka and Tamilnadu, which were protecting Indian 
culture in the period of turbulence. Every effort was made by Sambhaji to share these fruits with 
southern Indian states under which the Maratha influence was spread up to Tanjawar in the 
present day Tamilnadu. Sambhaji had to maintain the original core part of Swarajya, had to 
administer it, protect it, and had to initiate all reforms for smooth functioning of the Swarajya as 
well as its southern extension. 

The study of expansion of political power of Maratha period shows that the Maratha 
rulers were not happy with core part of Swarajya, but they wanted to expand these frontiers of 
Swarajya to the southern states. First they held sway over Godavari River, later on they 
expanded Hindivi Swarajya up to Tungabhdra river and in the third stage, they wanted to expand 
beyond Kaveri river. The frontiers of Swarajya were thus ever increasing and Marathas’ had to 
make serious efforts for radical and effective expansion of Swarajya to the extreme corners of 
south India. What A.R.Kulkarni and P.S.Joshi have interpreted is absolutely true because the 
Maratha Swarajya was based on well organized civil and military administration and had a 
parallel arrangement to combat with mogul invaders. 


The above geographical divisions of the state bring the following facts to light: 


e The entire western Maharashtra and Konkan was under Shivaji’s Swsarajya 

e The part of Karnataka, Tamilnadu and Andhra was also under Swarajya which was ruled 
from Tanjawar and Bengalore. 

e The Maharashtra region around the bank of river Godavari was under Moguls and partly 
under Adilshahi of Bijapur and Nizamshahi of Ahmednagar. Hence Aurangazeb attacked 
and mogual Addilshahi of Bijapur and Qutubshahi of Golkonda. For Maratha nobles 
these factoriss of Bahamani dynasty were the centers of political training. 

e The East India Compoany and Portoguase were adopting the policy of divide and rule to 
get the political power. Shivaji and Sambhaji ably fought against these powers for the 
protection of Swarajya. The geographical base of Swarajya went on changing as per 
political pressures brought by Moguls. N.S.Poherkar in his article on “Shivaji and 
Marathwada” has poined that even under Shivaji the great the region of Marathwada 
wasunder Mogul influence because, Godavari was the border of Shivaji and the 
boundries of Swarajya went on changing in the period of Shivaji and Sambhaji as well. 
The Marathas were trying to acquire the more parts from Moguls and Moguls were 
responding to them from their view point. They were pushing back Muslims and the 
struggle of Swaraj for Marathas was a continuous process. The sole effort was on 
protecting ones own Hindu state — the Hindavi Swarajya. The responsibility of protecting 
the Hindvi Swarajya came on Sambhaji after the sudden death of Shivaji in 1680. The 
Maratha Swarajya was basedon the principles of Maharashtra Dharma, rooted by saints 
and prophets of Maharashtra and they further tried to protect these values with great 
decication and devotion. The study of Sambhaji’s life and work can be mainly focused on 
protection of Hindvi Swarajya by this brave and adventurous ruler. The entire study has 
been focused on the struggle made by him for infusing new spirit in the state. The 
historical role played by him can be very well by examining various theories by working 


together new facts basedon new sources with primary and secondary in nature. 


On this background it would be interesting to study how Sambhaji conducted dialogue with the 


prevailing conditions. This has been narrated in the following pages. 


1.3: Sambhaji's Dialogue with the Times 


Prior to the rise of Sambhaji the condition was adverse and Sambhaji had to make a 
struggle for his accession to throne. Sardesai had observed that ““Sambhaji marched on Raigad 
with a force of twenty thousand men and meeting with no resistance got possession of the capital 
on 18" June and formally ascended the throne on 20" July after putting Rajaram and Soyerabai 
in close confinement. In gratitude for this easy success, he immediately made a formal grant to 
his family goddess, Bhavani of ten thousand gold Hons a year. The Maratha power house was 
divided in two parts one led by Rajaram and another by Sambhaji. But Sambhaji was senior, 
right claimant of the power and had a smooth succession. He was able to over come all the 
difficulties in a systematic manner. He maintained moral as well as equitable distance with his 
enemies and followed ethical regulations. His rise, success and accession is thus based on his 
intelligence, planning, as well as his diplomacy, which proved his metal. Sambhaji as per Hindu 
polity being a elder son of Shivaji was right claimant of power and had all the qualities required 


for an able prince. 


He was politically matured, socially well aware and economically sound enough to 
administer the state. His cultural vision was very right and bright because he had a clear 
understanding of the surrounding conditions. A letter which Ramdas had written to Sambhaji 
makes him to remember all the ideals and missionary contributions made by Shivaji for the 
betterment of Swarajya. He appeals to remember both Pratap (bravery) and Sakshep (balance) in 
his administration. He further appeals him to follow aggressive policy of Shivaji to provide right 
direction to the warring moguls. His right line of action was aimed to free the Maratha people 
from the colonial clutches of moguls, which would empower people at large for their betterment 
and welfare. This genius tradition was not only up-holded but rightly continued by Sambhaji. 
Sambhaji’s brave struggle finally shows that he not only remembered Ramdas’s counseling for 
the protection of Maharashtradharma but he cherished it, followed it, and made it to prosper. The 
total welfare of people and all-round progress of subject was sole of his Swarajya and he took 
every step described by Kautiliya in Arthashastra. He tried to strengthen all seven organs of the 
state, like swami, durg, kosh, and dand etc. Sambhaji’s micro study of Hindu polity had largely 


benefitted him for the protection and implementation of Rajdharma in a systematic manner. 


As pointed by Lord Krishna in Geeta, Sambhaji constantly and continuously sacrificed 
for the molding of Swarajya. He had to make a total struggle and sacrifice without expecting the 
fruit. Karmane Va Adikarsya Ma Faleshu Kadachan is the essence of karmayoga of Geeta. One 
has to make continuous struggle for performing the Karma for the sacred deeds. Sambhaji 
performed this Karma theory while fighting with Moguls, Portuguese and Siddis. However he 
never expected instant fruits out of it. Sambhaji’s grand alliance with Akbar was a part of 
diplomatic move against the mogul king. Had Sambhaji been successful in this move, he would 
have turned the pages of history. It has been pointed that Akbar Sambhaji alliance was ahead of 
his times. The factory records of 16"" July, 1681 stated that Akbar’s force increases daily. He 
hath now 1500 horse and five or six thousand more at Trimbak. Sambhaji is daily expected to 


wait on him and conduct him to Burhanpur. From these they intend to march for Delhi (18) 


Thus the planning of Sambhaji was right but it was not properly implemented. We can 
understand the foresight of the king to change the central power in alliance with prince Akbar, 


who was son of King Aurangzeb. 


The study of all these facts clearly show that Sambhaji was genius, sound administrator 
and diplomat of high class. He had every time moved properly to use and exploit the prevailing 
political conditions in an effective manner. His abilities show his strength, power, and his vision 
to look at the time and to shape it. Being a Sanskrit scholar Sambhaji had grass root 
understanding of Geeta, Upanishad as well as Kautiliya’s Arthashastra and Dandsanhita to 


manage and operate the state effectively. 


In Indian polity there are two theories Raja Kalashya Karnam’ or "Kalo Rajyashya 
Karnam". Sambhaji's history can be described in this dialectics. There are two possibilities king 
shapes the time or the time shapes the king. In case of Shivaji he was able to shape the time but 
in case of Sambhaji the time was so tuff - full of natural adversities like drought and foreign 
invasion by Moguls and Portuguese. Hence, Sambhaji had to fight against these enemies and he 
had to make a sacrifice in this struggle. Shivde has rightly pointed that “The administration of 
Sambhaji was based on peoples’ welfare he implemented number of policies for the betterment 


of people. (19) He tried to avoid peoples’ harassment during the war campaign and the 


Murtijabad koalname of 1687 is testimony of this. (20) Sambhaji tried to help was affected and 
draught affected farmers by making many plans of their developments. The Kanandkhore 
koalnama is example of his remedies. (21) The Moguls were destroying peoples’ farms burning 
crops and looting people by collecting excess revenue. The Portuguese and French policies were 


also responsible for people's exploitation. (22) 


All these evidences show that Sambhaji was facing tremendous adverse conditions. P. S. 
Joshi has observed number of such examples. 

After the death of Shivaji, his eldest son, Sambhaji, became the Master of the Svarajya. 
(23) Sambhaji had both the advantages and difficulties due to tremendous expectations from his 
fellow country men. He had a challenge who shape the time which was adverse due to foreign 
aggression, drought as well as lack of resources and due to lack of different types of facilities, 
which he was not able to generate due to internal differences. Joshi has observed that Sambhaji 
continued peoples war during 1680-1689 A. D. with varying fortunes. Finally, in that war, he 
was captured alive by the Moguls, and Aurangzeb put him to a cruel death. (24) In this work 
different aspects of peoples struggle under Sambhaji have been explored Bahekar has observed 
that, due to his unparallel behavior and unique achievement. Chhatrapati Sambhaji was able to 
continue basic principles of Rajdharma inspired by his father. He continued moral, spiritual, 
administrative and political policies of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. He not only fostered but 
also continued it with great zeal and will power. (25) Sambhaji thus conducted effective dialogue 
with the contemporary period. He was able to carved out the history of Maharashtra by fighting 
against the circumstances which were mostly adverse. Sambhaji had mainly thre enemies during 
his period: 

e The moguls: TheMoguls were rulling from Delhi. King Aurangzeb had made 
Aurangabad as a second capital of South India to fight against the waring Marathas. After 
death of Shivaji, Moguls attacked on Swarajya to bring it to dust. Sambhaji tried to 
establish alliance with Akbar, son of Aurangazeb. 

e English: The East India Company which was established in 1600 AD durignt he period of 
Jahangir had established its influence on the west coast. They were trying to capture 


Mumbai and its periphery and they had an ambition to conquer coastal area of Konkan. 


Under Shivaji the great and later on during the period of Sambhaji the Maratha navy had 
strong hold in the Konkan area and the East India Company. 

e Portuguease: In the 13" and 14" century the portuguase had stepped in Goa Wasco and 
Panjim with their headquarter and they were trying to expand their power in the Konkan 
area. After the death of Shivaji, they were creating their influence zone to cross Maratha 
borders. Hence the clash with Marathas was most inevitabl. Sambaji fought against 
Portuguese power and pushed back them. The porutguese power treid to establish good 
relations with the Marathas. However, they wsere ale to put strong opposition to the 
Portuguese power by fighting agaisn them. Portuguese papers have descried Sambhaji as 
“War like Prince”. It seems the coastal power of Portuguese was highly influencd by the 
strong navy and army of Sambhaji, who pushed them back to their original borders of 
their power. 

e Siddies of Janjira: The Siddies had established their power on fort Janjira and they were 


often attacking the Maratha territory and naval clash with them was mostly inevitable. 


Thus all these four powers were against the Marathas. Sambhaji had to fight with them one 
after another. The Marathas under Shivaji were diverting their powers but now in the period of 
Sambhaji they had to fight these powers directly. The Moguls being the number one enemhy of 
Marathas, Sambhaji triedto divide English and Portuguese against each other and by conducting 
dialogue with these powers he tried to protect Hindvi Swarajya. The Maratha efforts of proteting 
freedom were strongly based on devide and rule. The Portuguese papers have described different 
qualities of Sambhaji and thee sources have furher described the strategic moves conducted by 


Sambhaji during his period. 


On this background it would be interesting to highlight the significance of study of this topic 


in new angle In the history of Marathas, which is underline in the following pages. 


1.4 The Significance of Study 


The study of Chhatrapati Sambhaji in Maratha history has been conducted mostly in 
political history angle but now the present study will be conducted in new sociological 


perspective. The following points can be highlighted as significance of study. 


e The struggle of Sambhaji was against Moguls and their socio religious 
atrocities: After death of Shivaji in 1680, Sambhaji felt that Maratha 
Swarajya can be protected by raising peoples’ morale. G. S. Sardesai has 
pointed that “Sambhaji was able to infuse a new spirit among the people for 
fighting against Moguls and Portuguese.” (26) The study of Sambhaji’s 
decade 1680-89 was full of fluctuations, turbulence and both internal and 
external conflicts. Sambhaji had to imprint his personality on history with 
adverse conditions. Sambhaji’s whole efforts were to fight with moguls with 
spirit, sacrifice and success. He had to strengthen centrified forces and he had 
to fight against centrifugal forces from beginning to the end. What Sambhaji 
preferred is to be the hero of struggle and a martriyer for the sake of 
inspiration for the next generation. 

e The Maratha power under leadership of Chhatrapati Sambhaji made a heroic 
struggle for independence. After 1674 coronation of Shivaji Maratha state 
was a sovereign state and Sambhaji wanted to continue this sovereignty. V. 
S. Bendre has pointed that, war was essence of Sambhaji's career but he was 
equally competent in politics and people welfare. (27) The efforts made by 
Sambhaji to fight against drought and famine show his welfare approach. 
Sambhaji in his letter of 3 June, 1684, addressed to Hari Shivadev the 
Subhedar and Karkun of Tarf Chul, Peshwa Nilkantaha Moreshwar directed 
him to bring under cultivation the agricultural land of the villages which were 
confiscated by the government and which otherwise would have remained 
uncultivated. For that reason he also asked Hari Shivadev to distribute to the 
cultivators of the area fifty Khandis of grains which were being sent to him 
from Sagargad. (28) Further more facts can be drawn and analyzed to 


understand Sambhaji’s agrarian reforms in a systematic manner. 


Sambhaji was facing war on every forefront against Mogul and Portuguese. 
He was a war like prince. The entire career of Sambhaji was devoted to 
struggle against Mogul attack and Sambhaji was ready to face any kind of 
situation created by enemy. His will power was strong and he was able to 
fight against the Mogul, Portuguese and Siddhis. His crusade against socio 
religious atrocities of moguls and Portuguese proved his abilities in favor of 
Hindvi Swarajya. The Europeans also appreciated Sambhaji's efficient 
administration and his strategic intelligence. (29) On the basis of careful 
analysis of original papers Dr. Kamal Gokhale has rightly observed that 
Sambhaji had passed important grants to sacred religious places of all 
religions which have been described as Sanadas. Like his father, Sambhaji 
had great respect and reverence towards saints and prophets. He had given 
sizeable grants for the celebration of Rama Navmi Festival at Chafal in 
Satara district. (30) Such references can be explored on large scale to 
understand Sambhaji’s religious policy which was free, fair and balanced. He 
was not against the Islam religion, but he was against the Aurangeb’s 
approach towards the propagation of Islamic religion. One Gangadhar 
Ranganath Kulkarni of Kasabe Harsul, district Aurangabad was forcefully 
converted in Islam religion. However, Sambhaji after his appeal allowed him 
to get entry in Hindu religion. (31) It has been further observed that he went 
to Raigad, met king Sambhaji and appealed him to get confession to reenter 
in the Hindu religion. He had spent five years in Mogul service. However, he 
was allowed by Maratha king to perform his duties as a Hindu. (32) and his 
name Gangadhar was reinstated as per his original religion. This Sambhaji’s 
policy was rightly in favor of Hindus’ reaction to moguls. His Shudhi 
movement can be further endorsed with some more examples. Sambhaji’s 
progressive socio religious policy can be well examined in this work. 

Protecting freedoms was final mission of Sambhaji and he at every 
movement tried to protect freedom at every juncture. Bendre had pointed 
that, the value of freedom was soul to his efforts and Sambhaji embraced it 


from his birth to death. (33) Sambhaji’s mission was to maintain freedom and 


independence of Swarajya. Sambhaji’s historical role can be studied by 
reinterpreting Maratha sources of his period. It has been pointed that English 
and Portuguese travelers had recorded Sambhaji’s abilities and they noted 
that he not only continued but established tradition of his father Shivaji by 
embracing values of freedom and self respect. His solders equally respected 
him like that of Shivaji. They often like to fight any campaign under his able 
leadership. He also used to respect and honor brave deeds of his soldiers and 
generals. (34) Thus as a soldier and able general Sambhaji had established 
his super qualities in a systematic manner. His abilities as a general were 
shown by him at every critical war. The Portuguese archives describe him in 
high words as war like prince. Sambhaji’s military campaigning and his able 
leadership can be witnessed in his operations against moguls as well as 
against Portuguese. Sambhaji wanted to protect political sovereignty and 
freedom at any cost. Even he preferred embraced death for his own pride. He 
never surrounded or never made any compromise against the moguls because 
like his father he was able to make a crusade against the foreign powers. His 
perfection of freedom and his dedication towards Swarajya was essence of 
his life. Few more points and analytical evidences will be drawn to 
strengthen these arguments in this work. 

Welfare of people was both aim of Shivaji and Sambhaji. Shivaji was a 
greatest constructive genius and Sambhaji continued his policies of social 
reconstruction by helping poor farmers and war affected common men. He 
constructed a dam at village Mogul in Solapur district for storage of water in 
the draught situation. (35) His approach against famine was very 
constructive and he provided solutions to many complicated problems. His 
policy of water storage, irrigation, and developing crop patterns show about 
his progressive policies. It has been pointed that “Peshwa Nilkantha 
Moreshwar also gave a kaul ( a written assurance of the government ) to the 
people of Chaul, who were avoiding to undertake the work of agriculture, 
and asked them to undertake the cultivation of the lands without any doubts 


and suspicion in mind as the government had decided to grant all the things 


they had desired.(36) The study of Sambhaji;s agrarian policy show that he 
was progressive and he provided necessary help to the poor farmers to 
continue their farming in the adverse situation. Necessary concessions were 
given to the farmers to avoid complications. Special Fodder grants were 
given and irrigation tanks were constructed for supporting effective farming. 
It has been observed that “The government of Sambhaji gave promises of 
safety to the Marathas who had returned to the Swarajya from the mogul side 
and asked them to carry out the work of cultivation in their territories. It also 
called back the people who had absconded because of their inability to pay 
taxes, and asked them to carry out their previous work of cultivation.” (37) 
Thus all these progressive policies of Sambhaji amply testify his mass based 
and welfare oriented activities which were conducted by him in a systematic 
manner. His agrarian reforms were so smooth so efficient and so clear cut 
that the farmer was epicenter of his all economic reforms and he was 
protected during famine and drought situation by providing him necessary 
grants and relief measures. All these aspects can be carefully examined in 
subaltern study angle. 

The study of welfare activities of Chhatrapati Sambhaji are related to his administrative 
reforms P. S. Joshi has observed that the agriculture was the main source of income of the 
Swarajya. (38) Hence every care was taken by Sambhaji for protecting farmers. The Maratha 
government then prepared a record of the arable land in the Swarajya and the land divided in 
four categories. (39) 

The government of Chhatrapati Shivaji used to levy many direct taxes on incomes of 
persons, professions and property. Since some of those taxes were collected by the Government 
of Sambhaji, it is probable that the remaining taxes were also in vogue during his reign. (40) 

The study of Chhatrapati Sambhaji must be conducted in new angle. There are many 
aspects of Sambhaji’s life, which have not been properly highlighted. It has been pointed that 
“The final aim of Shivaji was to fight with Moguls and to establish Hindvi Swarajya. Sambhaji 
continued it but his son Shahu tried to establish Hindupadpadshahi not destroying the Mogul 
legacy.” (41) Sambhaji never adjusted with Moghal but bravely fought with them. The study of 


Sambhaji must be conducted on the basis of original papers. Sardesai has further observed that 
“Sambhaji’s struggle inspired the later Maratha for strengthening Swarajya.” (42) 

Sambhaji was neglected by senior diplomats but he had a clear graph of political situation 
and he handled it very carefully. The later Maratha sources like Chitnis Bakhar have made 
injustice to Sambhaji. Hence research with fresh angle is required to make a correct analysis of 
the Maratha Chhatrapati who ruled for ten years and protected Maratha Swarajaya. V.S.Bendre 
has rightly observed that Sambhaji had to spend much of life in wars and conflicts and he could 
not spare time for constructive work. (43) 

Thus through all these points attempt has bene made to highlight significance of the study of 
the research problem. The prime focus of this study is baedon the understanding of the 
contribution made by Chhatrapati Sambbhaji for the protection of Hindavi Swarajya which was 
established by Chhatrapti Shivaji, the Great visionary in the medieval period. The subject matter 
of the study is life and work of Chhatrapati Sambhaji in general and his contribution to protect 
Hindvi Swarajya in particular. A totally new approach has been adoped here to reexamine the 
role played by Chhatrapati Sambhaji in a systematic manner. The review of source material and 


reunderstanding of Sambhaji depends on three following facts: 


e The earlier presentation of Sambhaji as a extravagant and vegebond ruler seems wrong 
because theeis need to represent Sambhaji in an objective manner. 

e The study of both Sanskirt and Portuguese can be reviewed to present Sambhaji in new 
angle based on newly available source material which has been used here for the first 
time. 

e The totally new approach has been adopted here to highlight the career of Sambhaji. The 
role of Sambhaji as a king, scholar and as an administrator can be conducted by using 


other foreign sources like Portuguease 


The concept of Handavi Swarajya is a solid base of the present resrach work. A decade of 
Sambhaji not only marked the spirit of freedom and values of Swarajya, but also it can be 
described as a bridging phase. This period has bridged the gap effectively by strengthening the 


national values of freedom and self respet 


1.5 Objectives 


In any social research specific objectives are vitally significant and due to assigning of 
well designed goals one can arrive at proper point of fulfillment. Bhandarkar and Wilkinson have 
observed that “Serious difficulties may arise, often preventing a successful completion of the 
study, if the researcher has not taken into active account the subsequent procedures during the 
initial stages of the inquiry. Thus, the researcher has to be constantly anticipating at each step in 
the research process, the requirements of the subsequent steps.” (44) It has been further 
observed that “The practical rationale makes out a case for the question by pointing out that its 
answers will help people achieve practical values i.e. health, comfort, productivity etc. “(45) 
Wilkinson and Bhandarkar truly observed that “Changes in the pattern of social life may give a 


new or renewed significance to a broad subject of sociological inquiry.”(46) 


In view of this the following objectives can be set forth here: 


(a) To evaluate Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s role in new historical perspective 


(b) To review political, social, economic, religious and cultural facets of Sambhaji’s period 


(c)To understand mass history of the period and to high light welfare measures adopted by 


Sambhaji 


(d) To highlight sound Maratha administration under Sambhaji which combated drought, 
adversaries of nature and the problems created due to Mogul invasion on Deccan. To reexamine 
Sambhaji’s relations with Mogul, Portuguese and Englishman and to evaluate his geo political 


strategies 


(e) To eradicate injustice made to Sambhaji by Chitnis and other Bakhars in a new subaltern 


history perspective. 


(f) To focus Sambhaji’s achievements and contribution to Maratha history based on new 


historical sources and archives in a systematic manner. 


Thus all these specific objectives have been examined and testified in this research work. 
There is a need to explaine various facts to fulfill these objectives in a neat way. The proper goal 
setting has helped to navigate the research subject out of turbulent weather of controvercy. It 
becomes rather more difficult to arrive at clear cut view point when there are many ideas and 
views on any subject in history or philosophy of history. Divergent views have been explained 
about personality and achievements of Sambhaji, the fact finding becomes more challenging. 
Hence to arrive at rational focus has been possible on the basis of opinion formation. The noting 
of clearcut objectives and their analysis has been developed here to formulate s---- of objectives. 
Thus the study of all these objectives has been possible in this work. All these objectives have 
been reexamined at the end of the research work in the part of epilogue on conclusion. The major 


findings have been presented on the basis of reexamination of objectives 


All these objectives can be testified in this research work by gathering of sources of 
Sambhaji’s period ranging from 1680-89. However social and economic conditions of pre and 


post Sambhaji period will be explored to strengthen the hypothesis noted in this research work. 


Hypotheses: 


All these hypotheses have been verified at the end of the work. Being raw st---about 
results to examine these properly was possible on the basis of correct examination of facts. The 
collection, coraboration, assessement at evaluation of facts has helped to examine these ideas 
together. The synethses and examination of facts has been benefiting for proper line of thinking. 
These ideas have been turned in to findings after cross examination of these facts together. All 
these efforts of correlations are based on development of the philosophy of history. E.H.Car’s 
book “What is History” has been very much benefiting for throwing proper light on the research 
problem. This correlation of all the facs and figures have helped to find out new ideas and new 
opinions about the research problem. The turning of hypotheses into major findings is a mos 
challenging phenomenon and this has been developed in the last chapter of this resseach work. 
The norms and conditions of primary reports have been strictly followed here in research 


problem. 


1.6: Criticism of source material 


Coming to the medieval history of India there is availability of source at large, but the 
problem arises regarding authenticity of sources. It has observed that scholars like D.B.Parasnis 
had published a magazine “Ithihas Sangraha” in 1908 and edited and published papers of 
Maratha history. Sarkar has noted that Parasnis was not a historian but mere a collector of rare 
documents and a publisher. (47) Among the annals of Maratha historians, V.K.Rajwade was first 
to published number of Marathi papers in a systematic manner. He felt that one original paper 
can destroy raw information provided by Bakhar as a source. (48) In case of Sambhaji’s history 
this is absolutely true, because the new sources are presenting new facts reflecting history of 
Sambhaji based on Chitnis Bakhar, Keshav Pandit’s Rajaram Charitra, available from Tanjawar 
papers and published by V.S.Bendre also thus throw light on the political aspects of Maratha 
period. (49) Sanskrit sources also provide some significant details which were not known up to 
present times. (50) These serious work also include folk sources like Powada or Ballad sung to 
inspire future generations. (51) Kelkar has edited these ballads. They also describe political, 
social and cultural life of the period. 

In Tarekhe Dilkusha written by Bhimsen Saxena has also depicted socio cultural life of 
the 17" Century Maharashtra. (52) Sethu Madhavrao Pagadi has translated this work into 
Marathi language. This work has portrayed number of neglected aspects of the period. It has also 
described Sambhaji’s attacks on Aurangabad city and social life of the sub capital of Mogul in 
South India. It has been pointed that Persian sources require a critical examination of facts 
because these sources are biased towards Maratha history and they require a fresh look for their 
objective assessment. (53) Such care will be taken while describing Maharashtra under 
Sambhaji’s rule, which was witnessing struggle and sacrifice not only by king but also by the 
entire masses and society. 

The original documents regarding i Century Maratha history are well spread at 
different places in South India in general and Maharashtra in particular. (54) The critical 
approach to the sources of the period of Sambhaji will be adopted in this study because of three 
factors as noted below: 

e The earlier studies were biased and prejudiced about Sambhaji because they 

were based on exaggerated anti Sambhaji stories as developed in the sources 


like Chitnis Bakhar, Balaji Awaji Chitnis wrote this Bakhar by the orders of 


The social value deeply rooted in the social psychology and cultural system is also 


Rajaram and he in order to please his master depicted Sambhaji in an unjust 
manner, because Sambhaji was not alive at that time. 

The Portuguese and English Factory sources have brought to light new facts 
about Sambhaji. The credit of collecting editing and publishing Portuguese 
sources must be given to A.D. Pisurlekar who has collected Portuguese 
papers about Sambhaji in two volumes along with a critical note written by 
him. (55) 

Coming to Sambhaji the Maratha papers loom large in comparison to 
Shivaji’s period. In total there are more than 4 Crore Maratha papers in the 
Pune Dafter of Peshwas and they are classified in four types. (56) Further in 
Satara Dafter there are 2944 Rumals and 150 English papers spread in 
various files. (57) Further there are some valuable English records of the 
Sambhaji’s period in Bombay Archives. These sources are also useful for 


rewriting 17" century Maratha History under Sambhaji (58) 


narrated in Kaulnamas and religious donations given by Sambhaji during this period. (59) 


Thus sources about Sambhaji’s period must be critically examined and properly 


discriminated to find their authenticity. Bendre has described it as Sadhan Chikitsa, based on 


both internal and external criticism. 


The source material available of the Sambhaji’s period requires a special attention on the basis of 


three points: 


The Maratha sources are very limited. There are 298 published papers by 
S.N.Joshi and few of them are still unpublished. S.N.Joshi has rightly 
observed that there are 120 administrative letters, about Vatnas 82, religious 
75, political 28, other misc. 25, trade and commerce 12, Jahagirs 9. This 
classification shows that religious papers are more prominent than the 
political papers because in the mogul period due to religious atrocities 
Maratha king had also to take care about the welfare of their subjects. 

The source material required to be counterchecked. The material contents of 


the Bakhar like Chitnis Bakhar which was defaming Sambhaji can be given 


justice to the Sambhaji’s works. Portuguese and English papers can help to 
reestablish Sambhaji’s image as welfare ruler. 

e Sambhaji’s working was in favor of agrarian reforms. Maharashtra being a 

land of agriculture, Sambhaji helped farmers to purchase fodder in the 
drought situation. He also promoted them for the cultivation of land. 

All these policies of Sambhaji can be studied in view of providing new light on 
Sambhaji’s papers in sociological perspective. To understand mass history of Sambhaji’s period, 
a new cultural look of historiography must be examined keeping subaltern studies as a base of 
this study, so that hopes and aspirations of common man can be reflected and analyzed properly 


for re-understanding Sambhaji’s historical role. 


1.7 Future line of study: 


Thus the entire research work is divided in the seven chapters which are linked to each 
other. The clear cut distinction of facts and figures has helped to explaine facts properly. There is 
a close link between all the chapters and the ideas have basically a new perspective to throw light 
on the research problem. In the first chapter background to the research problem was presented. 
In the second chapter research design has been described to expaline the entire problem. The 
third chapter has unfolded the life and work of Sambhaji in the light of new source material. The 
social and economic aspecsts of public life have been reexamined on the basis of new sources 
and they have been thoroughly explained in new angle in the forth chapter. The fifth chapter is 
based on reunderstanding the different dimensions of religious and cultural life. Sambhaji’s role 
in strengthening of Hindvi Swarajya has been reexplained in the sixth chapter, which is core of 
the entire exploration. In the last chaper epilogue has been provided to record all facts together in 


a new sociological angle. Thus well palnned chapter scheme is the focal point of this study. 


In this study the main focus is on contribution of Chhatrapati Sambhaji, with special 
reference to his struggle and sacrifice made by him for sound establishment of Maratha state. 
The first three chapters of this study provide historical background, research design, life and 
work including review of literature and in the second part of the thesis research have been 
conducted on the lines of subaltern studies. Ranjit Guha has described that when we write mass 
history, subaltern consciousness is a key factor to examine mass participation in political and 


social movements. Here in the three chapters mass participation is focused on three major assets 


such as Sambhaji’s efforts made to involve people in Swarajya on large scale and secondly his 
persuasive technique to infuse new spirit in the Swarajya and finally it would be reviewed and 
re-enlightened by underlining Sambhaji’s efforts for the transformation of Swarajya based on 
eternal values, which were spiritual and religious. Three different aspects such as social, 
economic conditions, religious & cultural life and the renovation of Hindvi Swarajya will be 
dealt with properly. The last chapter will be epilogue the final discourse based on new theoretical 
framework. 

Re-understanding Sambhaji in the light of new sources in new angle will be the final 
thrust of this research work. About Bakhar as a source material and success of Sabhasad, Sarkar 
has rightly pointed that there are many lacunas in Bakhar as a source, “but the Sabhasad’s book 
is still the most valuable source of information on the national hero from the Maratha side. The 
proof of it is that most of the later Bakhar writers who could find no other source of such 
usefulness have borrowed extensively from it.” (60) However, Sambhaji had no such faithful 
biographer of his times or later times. On the contrary many early historians based their writings 
on Chitnis Bakhar and continued biased and prejudiced with many flaws. In this work attempt 
has been made to provide justice to Sambhaji’s career. 

There are many manuscripts available on medieval Maratha history, which are 
unpublished and unexplored. (61) These manuscripts are in old Marathi, written in Modi script 
and some others are written in Kannada and Tamili languages. These sources also can found 
useful for the reconstruction of 17th Century Maratha history. (62) 

The Tanjawar Saraswati Library also contained many details which have been 
unexplored will also be used for this study. On the basis of critical study of above sources, 
Sambhaji’s struggle and sacrifice can be reexamined and properly highlighted by adopting 


following three new approaches noted below: 


e The new source material published from Portuguese papers and English 
Factory records broguStht to light by Dr. Pisurlekar and Dr. Ravindra 
Ramdas help us to reconstruct Sambhaji as a just ruler and sound 


administrator 


e Re-examination of earlier sources in new perspective will help to understand 
injustice made by early historians to Sambhaji’s career based on Chitnis 
Bhakar. This can provide a new more balanced approach to the study 
e Critical analysis of facts in new light of evidences will present portrayal of 
social life based on new theories of mass history. 
By understanding all the three approaches we can provide a new dimension of Sambhaji’s 
history. Scholars like Joshi have put in judgment about Sambhaji’s career in this manner. He has 
pointed that “Taking into account the data given earlier it is clear that even though Sambhaji 
was a good administrator and a skilled general, who gave impartial justice to the subjects, his 
reign ended in a tragic manner. “ (63) We have to look beyond this perspective to understand 
cumulative effect of various factors such as mogul invasion , conflict with Portuguese and 
watchful struggle against Siddhi and Englishmen, clearly state that Sambhaji was ahead of his 
time and he tried to reestablish Maratha Swarajya on the basis of sound values. Sambhaji’s entire 
career has to devote to fight against the mogul emperor Aurangzeb, who wanted not only to oust 
Marathas but to provide an end to the said Power. But his designs miserably failed and Sambhaji 
was successful in creating a tempest of Maratha war of independence after his death also. Thus 
in this study attempt has been made to examine to illustrate and to high light Sambhaji’s career 
in a systematic manner. Sambhaji’s personality, his character and his achievements can be 


reestablished in a new frame of social history in subaltern perspective. 


Social economic and cultural aspects of Sambhaji’s period will be carefully presented and 
further it would be proved how Sambhaji provided a new strength to Hindvi Swarajya for its 


future sustainability. 


The values of freedom, carelessness and sacrifice not only maintained Hindvi Swarajya 
but fostered values of struggle and sacrifice which fostered strength for Maratha nationalism in 


the Maratha war of independence. 


All these new sources will be examined in subaltern studies perspective to bridge the gap 
between political and cultural history on one side and political and socio economic history on the 
other side, both leading to understanding of mass history which was based on values championed 


by Sambhaji due to his sacrifice. 


Finally this work will prove that Sambhaji’s sacrifice never went in vain but foster values of 


freedom to maintain the Maratha state up to 1818 till the fall of Peshwas. 


1.8. Historical sociology: 


The encyclopedia of word has focused social history as (64) The study of history in 
recent few years has been conducted in sociological perspective. The spirit of sociology in the 
understanding of historical facts has been described by scholars in an interesting manner. It has 
been observed that the promise of sociology (Berger 1963) is to illuminate the social world such 
that people can understand it and help themselves to a life lived with greater efficacy, a greater 
ability to understand and control their lives.” (65) The study of Sambhaji period cannot be 
exception to this phenomenon. Further it has been noted that “ Society holds for us these 
paradoxical opposites: it nurtures us and frees us to attain full potential as human beings while it 
creates a prison of rules to follow that take away our ability to be free at all.” (66) The study of 
social life of period can be examined on three lines. The history of medieval Deccan was full of 
social display and exploration. It has been observed that “Any intellectual activity derives 
excitement from the moment it becomes a trail of discovery. In some fields of learning this is the 


discovery of worlds previously un-thought and unthinkable.” (67) 


Thus the study of social history is an intellectual exercise to understand three aspects — how the 
people at large were involved in problem of Swarajya, how they were persuaded to protect it and 
how they were finally transformed safely towards the change. The entire analysis would be based 


on micro understanding of social facts. 


It has been rightly observed by Pitman Sorokbn that social and cultural aspects of life are 
totally inseparable. Hence in this study by adopting the principles of historical sociology 
attempts have been made to unfold social history the period of decade 1880-89. 


The period of decade during Sambhaji’s period was of uncertainty and struggle. The 
Mogul army was almost at the door steps and the society was trying to face numerous problems 
such as forced conversion, planning of farm and agriculture, as well as destruction of national 


resources by invaders. 


Along with these problems the society at large was undergoing through many difficulties. 
The famine, drought and scarcity of water were other allied problems, which the local society 
was facing. Hence on this background the study of social history can be carefully conducted here 


in this research work. 


The science of historical studies is now based on different sociological facts. Mr. Car has 
rightly pointed that the sociological approach is a new phenomenon being debated by scholars to 
divergent controvertial issues in new perspecrive. The study of the period of Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji has benefited the researcher to develop new angle in a critical manner. Thefollowing 
five points have been followed here while explaining and ilucidating the present complex issue. 
The review of facts described by Balaji Awagi Chitnis in the Chitnis Bakhar on the life os 
Sambhaji has been reexamined to throw light on controvertial issues at the time of the 


accesscination of the ---. 


The sanskrit and Portuguese sources which were not used by earlier scholars have been 
used here for the first time to explaine facts. The study of Budhbhushnam, a Sanskrit work 


written by the --- revealed about this maturity of Rajdharma. 


The different aspects of good governance can be studied on the basis of source material 
being explained in this work. Sambhaji’s impage as a progressive administrator has been 


presented here. 


The study of the source materials in new light has helped to throw light on social, economic as 


well as religious and cultural way of life at the period. 


The social and ;cultural aspets of life are closely relared to each other and they cannot be 
separated from each other. Hence the historical sociology approach ahs benefited a great deal to 
evaluate the lacunas in the earlier resrach works and a new path breaking viw point has been 


evolved in this research work for better understanding of facts. 


1.9 Summary 


Thus in this backdrop chapter, a new bacikground to the research problem has been 


presented to look at the research problem. The nature, scope and significance of the research 


problem was studied in nutshell and new dimension to the reunderstanding of facs was explained 
in a new perspective. The success of any resrch problem of this type depends on correct focus of 
a resrach problem. All the aspects of historical sociology reveal that new approach requires to 
explain such complex issues of medieval history. The study of the various soruces which are 
available newly on the time span of history can enrich the fact sheet. Hence every possible effort 
is made here to throw light on many neglected areas like Maratha’s social and cultural life, art 
and architecture as well as the efflorasance of literature in the decade of struggle and sacrifice. 
The dedication and devotgion of Chhatrapati Shivaji has been brought to light in many new 
angles in this chapter by providing a new sociological base to the entire analysis in a systematic 


manner. 


In this chapter the Swarajya and its divisions prior to the rise of Sambhaji were 
highlighted properly. Further significance, objectives as well as new sociological perspective 
have also been studied. The authenticity of sources has been examined and new light has been 
thrown on different sources for re-understanding Sambhaji’s struggle and sacrifice. In this 


chapter future line of action has also been examined. 


Thus in this chapter in the beginning historical background was presented, along with 
significance and necessity of the research work. Objectives of the present study were also 
described. Later on criticism on available source material was interpreted and authenticity of 
sources was examined and new outlook has also been presented. In the next chapter research 


design of the subject has been sharply focused. 
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RESEARCH DESIGN 


2.1. Introduction: 


In the subject like history there is a need to explain properly the research stategry to look 
at the problem in a systematic maner. In this chapter a new research design has been explained to 
pin point different dimensions of this research work in a new angle. Due to providing a proper 
research method this approach will provide a new perspective to look at the problem. In this 
chapter right from selection of the topic to the writing of report all aspects have been unfolded 


together in a new angle. 


In the medieval historical span there are many dimensions of authentic and objective 
facts finding about the research problem. The entire process can be newly framed and neatly 
provided by adopting a proper design of the problem. All these sources can be very well 
illustrated a new vision to look at these sourcs can be developed in the end of this chapter. The 


strategic role relevance and effectivity of the source material can help to come out of the crises. 


All the points covered in this chapter are related to research process. The most significant 
challenge about the present research problem is that the verification of earlier chronologogies 
can be more on the basis of the critical angle to look at these sources. The availability of the 
soure material is ample, what is requifed is a critical exmaiantion of facts which have been 
referred in this chapter. All the dimensions are based on new sociological perspective which is a 


unique and new approach to look at the problem. 


Historical research is based on fact finding. The authentic sources provide immense 
strength to these facts. The process of generating facts is based on scientific approach. It has 
been rightly observed that “There is no short cut to the truth. There is no way to gain knowledge 
of the universe except through the gateway of scientific method.”(1) The study of Sambhaji’s 


struggle and sacrifice must be conducted on these lines for objective examination of facts. 


Scientific method is applied to all. It has been rightly observed that “It takes the knowledge 
universe for its subject.” (2) The science of traditional writings can also be used for the study of 
medieval history of India in general and Sambhaji in particular. The study of mass history of 
Sambhaji cannot be compiled without collecting historical facts. About scientific exploration it 
has been rightly stated that “Science is an objective, logical and systematic method of analysis of 
phenomena devised to permit the accumulation of reliable knowledge. It is a systematized form 
of analysis ...not any particular body of knowledge.” (3) The study of Sambhaji is not an 
exception to this. Hence the entire exploration has been made on scientific lines. The historical 


sides are based on authentic sources. The sources are just like sun and moon of history. 


The process of data collection must be scientific and based on fact finding process. It is 
true that “The scientific procedure consists in evolving, defining and manipulating concepts or 
symbols with a view to contributing variously to the established corpus of systematic knowledge 
and/or to establish some new bit of knowledge.” (4) In this study all these processes have been 
properly followed. Wilkinson and Bhandarkar have observed that “The man of science is firmly 
committed to the belief that truth can always be established on the basis of evidence that our 
sense organs can get at. Of course, science never expects us to reach the ultimate truths.” (5) The 
historical research also focuses on such type of tradition and also there is a systematic 


documentation of facts. 


The study of medieval history is related to examination of facts and evidences. On one 
side these facts can be examined and on the other side they can be analyzed in the form of facts. 
The opinion generation and revaluating earlier views can also be possible by conducting 
scientific research. Scholars like Jadhunath Sarkar, G.S.Sardesai, and V.K.Rajwade in the first 
generation of researchers not only collected sources but also critically examined these sources. A 
totally new approach has been adopted here in this research work to reveal authentic source 
material in a new perspective. Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj not only resisted mogul aggression 
on Marathas, but also he deeply rooted values of freedom and justice. The mogul state in India 
was not only feudal but also unjust. He was able to discriminate between good and bad in the 
political system. He tried to keep balance and justice in his reign. Right from accession to his 
assassination, all aspects will be reviewed and presented properly. The research will try to 


eradicate bias and prejudices in a systematic manner. In order to curb the older ideas and 


opinions new source material will be used and interpreted in new angle. Data collection, 
documentation, corroboration, interpretation and fact finding are the important stages in the 


process of analysis. 


The study of Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s contribution in strengthening of Hindvi Swaraj can 
be conducted by adopting scientific research strategy for data collection and analysis of facts. 
Historical science is based on the mercy of sources. As per availability of source material history 
must be rewritten and reexamined in the new context and new theoretical perspective. In the 
global age present historical science is mostly interdisciplinary and hence in this work historical 


sociology perspective has been adopted for analysis. 


Ranjeet Guha has recently published five volumes based on new approach described as 
subaltern studies. He has pointed that when we focus on subaltern consciousness it is interesting 
to study who is exploiting whom, in which field and in which context. Here in the medieval 
period the Mogul dynasty which was ruling from Delhi was exploiting local communities. 
Based on religious and cultural exploitation we have to study Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s period 
1680-1689 in the subaltern perspective. In the medieval period there was economic exploitation 
in the field of agriculture by landlords. The more serious exploitation was based on religion and 
culture. Hence Shivaji and Sambhaji had to fight against this kind of religious and cultural 
exploitation which was in the form of Jijiya tax and other taxes on Hindu fairs and festivals. 
There is a need to understand gap prevailing in the rulers and the rule. Hence in western Deccan 
there was massive resistance to Mogul operations leading towards establishment of their own 
state in 1674. Soon after the establishment of independent state, Shivaji’s sad demise in 1680 
created many problems and there was division in the Maratha court. Sambhaji had to analyze all 


these problems and set his priorites based on urgency and effectivity. 


Thus in this chapter apt and befitting research methodology has been evolved in a 
systematic manner to throw light on this complex research problem. To support this method 
descriptive research design has been applied for this subject and different devices, soruces of 


data collection and primary as well as secondary material has been denoted here properly. 


On this background it would be interesting to study and high light the historical method 


which is used as a prime method in this research work 


2.2. The problem of objectivity: 


When the factsa are scattered with mystry and related problem of objectivity rises in the soial 
research arena like history. We have to develop manymore facts and many more approaches to 
overcome this prolem of objectivity in the subject like history. The entire process is based on 
systematic data collection at one hand and the critical examination of facts on the other hand. 
Take the example of Chitnis Bakhar which was written by Rajaram and after the sad demise of 
Sambhaji hen he was no more, in order to please Rajaram the later Chhatrapati, many more 
legends and distorted facts were included with bias and prejudices. In order to overcome these 
prejudices the new strategys have been adopted here to look at the research problem. A more 
critical and more realistic approach can be adopted to oversee issues of contributing and to arrive 
at a sharp focus to look at the problem in a new angle. There were three major problems in the 


development of objectivity here: 


e = The earlier historical writings were based on fabricated evidences 
e Prejudices, malice and hatred prevailed against Sambhaji at many levels. 


e The earlier historicans have not verified the wrong sources 


Hence after verification of these sources a new objective approach was used to look at the 
problem and new line of action was developed. By connecting together all the points of 
controversy here new approach has been set forth to look at the problem. The objective 


assessment and evaluation of facts has been made here to pin point the new approach 


Sambhaji’s correspondence and his original letters have been publsiehd by Prof. Joshi of 
Bharat Itihas Sanshodhan Mandal. A.D.Pisurlekar has published two volumes on Sambhaji 
relations with contemporary rulers. All these papers throw new light on many critical issues. 
These facts can be useful to pin point many controversial issues. The attempt will be made to 
atrive at a sharp focus to go more closer towards truth. The study of Sambhaji’s history can be 
more faithful and more transperant based on new sources. Every effort s haave been made to 


reach the highest level of objectivity during this research process. 


2.3. Historical research method: 


History is a science based on sources which are authentic and accountable. In order to reach 


more closer to facts, historical method can be adopted to social and cultural relevance. Here the 


entire process can be more effectively described. The historical research method has more 


relevant to the present research topic because in the medieval history the source material is 


largely available but what required is a proper correlation of facts and verification of various 


resources which areavailable on large scale. The present method is more meaningful and relevant 


to the subject like Sambhaji because of the following three aspects: 


There is a conjecture of many events and different details are available through various 
sources. 
It is difficult to correlate these facts together in a systemaic manner. 


Amongst many sources only authentic sources can be used here. 


In order to throw light on various aspects of Sambhji’s career such as political, social, economic, 


cultural as well as administrative and related to good governance, this method can benefit to 


complete this project on the following five grounds which can be described below: 


The historical facts can be described in a narrative manner 

Based on perfect evidences, verification by cross check new light can be thrown on ealier 
facts. 

The prejudices and bias of earlier writings can be removed on the basis of new ideologies 
and new sources. 

The study of newly described sources can bring to light new ideas and new facts. 

Both manuscripts and oral folk legends can be correlated to exmaien the fact finding 


process. 


Thus the use of historical method can provide a new light to examine the earlier facts. 


The study of past history can be conducted by using historical research methods. In order 


to peep in the past events critical examination of facts must be made in systematic manner. 


B.L.Kothari has observed that “The society is a dynamic structure and its forms and functions 
undergo continuous changes. It is continual process. It becomes a matter of keen interest for the 
sociologists to study the social changes and to deduce conclusions. It is very well evident from 
the study of history that human society was never alike. It has always remained in a process of 
change. This change has affected the social organizations.” (6) The survey of medieval 
Maharashtra can be conducted on these lines. The famous logician A.N.Whitehead has 
categorically stated “Each emerging is perceived as containing within itself all its past and seeds 
of its future.”(7) The famous English Dramatist George Bernard Shaw also said that “This is to 
say that a proper study of past will provide key to the present. The present day social system, 
social institutions and its varying forms and rules could be easily explained by the study of the 
history. Although the present is all together different from what the past was put still the origin 
of the present is from the past.” (8) Pauline V. Young has said “Though today is different from 
yesterday, it was shaped by yesterday. To-day and yesterday will probably influence tomorrow.” 


(9) The historical method helps to probe in to past in a systematic manner. 


Even then a double may be raised about the utility of historical data in the study of social 
system. It may be asked “What is the use of wasting time in old records, documents and 
collections and in studying them. How can these be useful in studying the present day life 


particularly when those pertain to vey old and undeveloped life.(10) 


Rajwade has rightly answered this question and said that the errors in the past make us to 
understand the problems in the present day. Shivaji had to strive hard for establishing Swarajya.” 
(11) Further Rajwade has recorded that concentration was given for construction of dams and 
water-shad for public welfare” (11) This was in tune with public welfare. Thus all these sources 
help a great deal to understand socio economic and cultural and environmental history of the 
past. (12) Hence the history of Sambhaji’s period has been conducted in this method. It has been 
rightly observed that “these major sources primary and secondary can be used by the researcher 
to the extent that there are relevant to his research work. For this purpose he will not be required 
to go in the deep study.“ (13) Actually these sources are studied only when any cultural or social 
link is missing or there is need to connect any link. It has been further observed that “It is 
therefore usually suggested that the social researcher should consult the historian before making 


any use of history in his study. It should always be kept in mind that all historical details if they 


are not authentic and these could not be fully relied upon.” (14) Hence every care will be taken 


here to examine authenticity of the sources on Sambhaji’s history. 


It has been observed that “Historical method not only demands special qualities in the 
research worker but also necessary precaution in selecting the material and only then useful and 
factual conclusions could be drawn.” (15) Attempt has been drawn in this work about struggle 
and sacrifice made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji for establishing Hindvi Swarajya on strong basis. 
Many a time poets exaggerated the facts. Sarkar has criticized Parmanand’s Shiv Bharat as an 
appeasing work. (16) In historical method we have to examine such works for critical 
examination of facts. Many Sanskrit sources convey roots of historical facts effectively. (17) 


The study of Sambhaji can be conducted on the basis of Sanskrit sources also. 


K.N.Chitnis has observed that both internal and external criticism must be adopted to 
examine these sources. (18) The foreign accounts also help to describe sociological life of 
medieval period. The foreign travelers describe economic as well as trade commerce data 


correctly. The weight and measurement of different units is also accurately noted. (19) 


The Dutch sources also help to establish historical chronology. Further English sources 
on Sambhaji’s history can also help to consolidate contemporary Indian historical events to a 
great deal. (20) This historical method can help to throw light on Sambhaji’s period. All these 
sources can be examined and evaluated in a systematic manner to describe Sambhaji’s struggle 


and sacrifice. 


The historical research method not only tackles history but also presents new facts. The 
sources are ample. What is lacking is insight and perspective to correlate these sources. In use of 


historical research following five aspects are very much important: 


e The grass root analysis of sources will be examined to understand the complex 
events and their intricate small and micro facts can be brought to light, 

e There is a need to examine and assess the prevailing sources which have been 
used earlier. By doing so unused sources can be brought to light and their content 
can be reviewed. 


e The bias can be removed by enlightening facts based on new sources. 


e Foreign sources which are available in Portuguese and English records can be 
high lighted for probing new facts to light 
e Sanskrit sources have been newly available. They can be crystallized to throw 
light on some neglected areas of the theme. 
All these aspects can be examined and rightly pin pointed while adopting new strategies. The 
historical method can be used by understanding these facts in a new sense. The subaltern 
approach totally is based on throwing light on masses — history, which can throw light on social 


history. 


Historical method is mainly based on chronology of facts based on specific dates and 
events.It is also treated on the basis of source material primary and secondary. However, primary 
sources are more important than secondary sources. In order to correlate both these types there is 
a need to document all sources available and then proper synthesis can be made for systematic 
and neat fact finding. The newly availableSanskrit sources and recently compiled Portuguese 


sources have helped to unlock many complex and critical issues in the career of Sambhaji. 


The science of history requires accurate, brief and correct analysis based on authentic 
source material, which has been recently made available by scholars and historians. The 
researcher has visited Bharat Itihas Sanshodan Mandal Pune, Shivaji University, Kolhapur and 
Rajwade Sanshodhan Mandal, Dhule for examining and understanding of Modi papers on 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji. The paintings of his period are also available in Marathwada University 


History Museum, which have also helped for providing a new light on the subject. 


2.4. Descriptive design 


The present work is related to descriptive design. It has been rightly stated that 
“Descriptive studies are the ones that aim at describing accurately the characteristics of a group, 
community or a group of people. A researcher may be interested in studying the people of a 
community, their age composition, sex composition, caste wise distribution, occupational 
distribution and so on.” (21) The study of Sambhaji’s struggle and sacrifice can also be 
completed by adopting this design. The descriptive studies require authentic and valuable 


sources which can describe facts about the time, space and period of the bygone days. 


It has been stated that “It is understandable that when one does not know anything at all 
about a problem, he must attempt to understand it in a general way before beginning to make 
specific the various aspects of the subject. Explorers and missionaries write such descriptions of 
many exotic lands. They chose to describe what they thought to be important and interesting 
unconcerned with any rigid rules of scientific proof. Even such reports had their importance, for 
anthropologists subsequently rushed to study these natives who were only hinted at in the 
explorer’s reports.” (22) Sambhaji’s struggle and sacrifice can be studied by adopting 


descriptive design. 


Descriptive studies often provide a jumping pad for the study of new areas in social 
sciences. It is worthy of mention that Freud’s compilation of case histories of patients laid the 
foundation for clinical psychology. Freud remarked that “the true beginning of scientific activity 
consists in describing phenomenon and then in proceeding to group, clarify and correlate them.” 


(23) By adopting this method social life of Sambhaji’s period can be studied. 


It is true that “It may not be very useful to conceive of descriptive research only a phase 
on the evolutionary continuum of researches. This is so, firstly because a piece of descriptive 
research may be of important scientific value in itself, although it cannot be generalized to apply 
to other situations. It can provide information which is of value in policy formulation and 
secondly, because the notion of stage assumes that we have knowledge about the various stages 
in the supposed continuum.”(24) Sambhaji’s freedom struggle can be well illustrated on the basis 


of these sources effectively. 


There is a need to avoid bias. It is true that “The procedure to be used in descriptive study 
must be carefully planned since here the aim is to obtain complete and accurate information. The 
research design for these studies must make a much greater provision for protection against bias. 
Because of the amount of work involved in descriptive studies concerned with economy in the 
course of research is extremely important. Consideration of economy and protection against bias 


permeate every stage of the research process. “ (25) 


The bias can be avoided by making serious efforts. It has been observed that history and 
society are related to each other. Sociological thinking of Max Weber and Durkham help to 


examine the conventional historiography. (26) 


It has been further observed that “The first step in descriptive study is to define the 
question that is to be answered. Unless the questions are formulated with sufficient precision to 
ensure relevance of the data collected to the questions raised, the study will be fruitless. It is 
necessary to formally define the concepts entering into the question and also to indicate how the 
concept is to be measured. Considerations of economy would need to be entertained at the stage 
of specifying the research questions. This restricts the area of the study of bounds of 


manageability. “ (27) 
Here the following questions have been set: 


e Was Sambhaji’s historical contribution rightly proved by earlier historians? 
e Is his evaluation has been made justifiably? 


e Is it objective and balanced? 


It is true that “After the problem has been formulated specifically enough to indicate what 
data would be required, the methods by which data can be obtained must be selected. Tools for 
collecting the information must be devised if no suitable ones already exist. Each of the various 
methods of data collection — observation, interview, questionnaire etc. has its peculiar 
advantages and limitations. The researcher would have to consider the nature of the problem, the 
scope of the study, the nature of respondents, type of information needed, the degree of accuracy 
needed etc. and in view of these balancing the gains and losses should select one or more 
methods of data collection.” (28) In this work both primary and secondary sources as well as 
Portuguese, English and Sanskrit sources will be used to highlight Sambhaji’s role. It has been 
observed that “In many descriptive studies, the researcher wants to make statements about some 
specific subjects. However, it is rarely necessary to study all the people.” (29) In this work 
objective based study has been conducted. To reexamine Sambhaji’s role and contribution is the 
major objective. It is true that “Checks must be set up to ensure the authentic data unbiased.” 
(30) Consistency, competence and comprehensibility, reliability are the four major characters of 


data required in this problem. (31) 


The history is a source of past events and earlier episodes which need to be described on 
the basis of authentic sources. The sources are just like torch bearers and they can help to come 


out from darkness to light. 


The Bakhars, Karina and other archival sources can be described and narrated properly. 
The socio economic and cultural life can be recorded by using the neglected sources of mass 
history. A total review of earlier sources can help to describe old facts in new angle. In the 
process of description these facts are very basic i.e. accuracy, briefness and correctness. The 
analytical approach to the narration can bring history more closer to facts, while recasting 
sources history there are many problems like non availability of sources, overlapping of facts and 
exaggeration of events. We can be more balanced and objective by examining these facts 
properly. These problems can be overridden and new light can be thrown on events by judging 
the facts together while describing them. The continuity and change are two important facts 
which can be highlighted here properly. Literary sources like Dasboth of Samarth Ramdas, 
Gatha written by Tukaram and Sanskrit manuscripts written by Budhbshanam written by 
Sambhaji himself have been described properly by adopting methods of descriptive design. 
S.N.Joshi has edited Sambhaji’s letters and they have also been analyzed and evaluated by using 


this new method of content analysis. 


In the science of historical writing a fine blending of objectivity and lucidity is required. 
In order to avoid dull and dry details more authentic facts can be descrived effectively. This 


process can be very weil processed by adopting descriptive resrch design. 


The description of facts can be correlated to find out new facts. The descriptive resrach 
design is useful and benfitting for conducting this resrach work. In the field like history, 
literature and many social sciences this design is mostly suitable when ample resources are 
available, the description of facts can be possible. The networking of facts can be brought to 
light by adopting this design. The facts described in the chronicals, manuscripts as well as 
Sanskit verses can be crysalized and sourted out for throwing the light on thevarous aspects of 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji. The new dimensions of describing facts depend on the evaluation of 
source material as well as their effectivity canalso be verified and justified. All the new 
dimensions of facts can be dscribed and correlated together for presenting Sambhaji in a new 
angle. The utility of descriptive design is immense for this work because the hidden facts in 
Sankrit work can be cruystalized and new light can be thrown on facts. The socio cultural and 
other facts can be jusfified together for throwing light on different aspects which have been 


unexplored by earlier scholars. 


2.5. Primary and secondary sources: 


There are two types of sources Primary and secondary. Kothari has noted that difference 


between primary and secondary sources must be made to bring more useful approach. (32) 


Record is a primary source and in this category letters, contracts, content records, census of 
population, diary, autobiography etc. are included. (33) In the secondary sources based on 


primary sources, reports, written on these events also include in secondary sources. (34) 


The history is a source of post events and earlier episodes which needs to be described on 
the basis of authentic sources. The sources are just like torch bearers and they can help to come 
out from darkness to light. The background sources and other archival sources can be described 
and narrated properly. The socio economic and rural life can be recorded by using the neglected 
sources of mass history. A total review of earlier sources can help to describe old facts on new 
angle. In the process of description these facts are very basic to accuracy, briefness and 
correctness. The analytical approach to the narration can bring history more closer to the facts. 
While recasting social history there are many problems like non availability of sources, 
overlapping of facts and exaggeration of events. We can be more balanced and objective by 


examining these facts properly. 


There are two types of sources in research in general and history in particular. Especially 
in historical research primary sources are very much significant. There is a basic formula in 
medieval history “No document, no history” which bespeaks about the value of primary sources. 
These primary sources are based on original facts revealing genuine events. The availability of 
some manual is related to original sources. The correspondence of Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s period 
has been published by Bharat Itihas Sanshodhan Mandal, Pune. These Modi papers are more 
significant than Persian sources, because they are not biased and one sided. They throw full light 
on events and facts occurred at the time. The socio economic and cultural history depicted in 
these sources can be reviewed here. All these sources are basic and original. The authentic 
sources and their availability is a major favor which can support to strengthen mass history of the 
period. In comparison to secondary sources, primary sources are more significant because they 


are very much useful for drawing information and findings in a systematic manner. All these 


sources are available on large scale but they require new insight and new view point to analyze 


the history of the turbulent decade 1680 to 1689 


Critical analysis of source material has been made by setting new priorities and new 
methods of understanding here. Here both methods of qualitative content analysis as well as 
method of discourse analysis have also been used to arraive at a correct focus by using basic 
sources, Sanskrit and Portuguease. Many false charges and allegations made on Sambhaji can be 
refuted in a systematic manner. Here both primary and secondary sources have immense value 
for rewriting and reexamining history of Sambhaji which was earlier based on only one 
document Chitnis Bakhar, which was biased and negative about Sambhaji’s performance in all 
respects. The historical dialectic materialism in the histriotgraphy can be used to pin point both 


theory and practice of the historical writings. 


Thus all these primary and secondary soures have been used here in this work, letters 
written by Chhatrapati Sambhaji to his colleagues and offices have been treared as primary 
source material. Further his book Budhbhushanam is treated as primary source. The Bakhars as 
well as other biographies written by later sources are treated as secondary source. The secondary 
works by G.S.Sardesai, W.S.Bendre, Kamal Gokhale and Bahekar have been treated as 
secondary sources. The East India Company papers and Portuguese records are treated as 
primary sources and Bakhars or chronicals written by K.A.Sabhasad, B.A.Chitnis are treated as 
secondary sources. The primary and secondarysources have helped a great deal to arrive at the 
right point of analysis and exploration. Thus it seems that the soruces of the period under review 
are ample and what is required is to examine these facts in a new perspective. The mass 
participation in the building of Hindavi Swarajya can not be studied whtout examination and 
assessment of all these sources which are available here for ;the correct understanding of the 


historical dynasties of the end of 17" century Maharatra in a more objective and realistic manner. 
2.6. Sources of data collection: 


When the source material is available on large scale it becomes difficult to understand its 
value and importance. These sources can be clsssified in different categories and typology. Then 
only they can be described properly and used neatly. Therole, relevance and effectivity of the 


soruce material during the Maratha period has been first initiated by V.K.Rajwade. In his 


painstaking collection of soures of Maratha history, he has not only collected these sources but 
he has critically examined them in a scienrific manner. In another book Shodhan Chiktsa 
criticism of source material, W.S.Bahekar has examined both positive aspects as well as 
limitations of these sources. According to his opinion what is more important is critical inquiry 
about these soures. When these sources are critically examined then only their utility and 
application can be possible. The study of the source material in the peiod of Sambhaji becomes 


more challenging on the following grounds: 


e There are many unpublsiehd and unexplored Modi papers which must be sorted out and 
published urgently 

e There are many foreign papers, Portuguese as well as Engoish which are unknown. These 
can be urgently explored 

e The Sanskrit sources are made available recently but they are found more in Arabic and 
Persian language soruces and are still untouched. 

e Beyond the efforts made by Bhartiya Itihas Shanshodhan Mandal, Pune stil more Modi 
papers can be published. 


The sources of data collection are wide and well spread. Wilkinson and Bhandarakr have 


classified data on the following types: 


e Stimulus to datum sequence: 
These are systematic and unsystematic. (35) Researcher has used these sources 
by discussing with scholars. 

e Paper sources of data: 
Library data is known as paper data and interview data is based on people. (36) 
Paper sources help to reconstruct history by conducting survey of literature 

e Documentary sources of data: 
The social scientist has to use this data for understanding events. Facts and 
figures can be drawn from documents. (37) In Sambhaji’s history, documentary 
sources are very important. 


e ©The public or official documents: 


Public records are most satisfactory and reliable sources. (38) During Sambhaji’s 
period official papers were received and they are available. Sambhaji’s letters 
have been edited by S.N.Joshi. These letters are more than 100. (39). There are 
authentic sources which throw light on decade. The collection is very much 
useful for throwing light on Sambhaji’s career. Joshi has observed that 
Sambhaji’s period was very much turbulent and significant in the annuals of 
Maratha history. (40) 
Historical research is based on availability of data. The data is well spread, varied and divergent. 
It would be interesting to enlighten and define these sources with special reference to the period 


of Sambhaji. 


The Portuguese biographer of Shivaji Cosmo De Garda threw light on the earlier period 
of Chhatrapati Shivaji (1630-1680). For reconstructing of social history such foreign sources can 
be very well used. Dr. A. D. Pisurlekar has edited papers of the period of Sambhaji. The ample 
Portuguese sources are available at Lisben achieves in Portugal, which can be used for this study. 
The scholar will not only study these sources, but can study these sources for critical analysis of 
facts. The East India Company’s factory records also can support these facts. The co-relation of 
sources is a challenging task here. Further the original works of Chhatrapati Sambhaji are also 
available in Sanskrit language. These sources can be useful to understand Sambhaji and Kan 
Kasha relations also. The reconstruction of socio economic history can be useful for highlighting 
new facts. It would be interesting to set priorities of selecting, co-relating and analyzing these 
sources. The Marathi saints and prophets like Ramdas have contributed a great deal of the period 
of Shivaji. His book “dasbodha” has revealed many facts of social problems at the time. 
Ramdasa’s letter to Sambhaji is also a significant document and this has been very much useful 


for understanding socio economic and cultural disparities of the period. 


The data available can be crystallized and reviewed here in order to high light new facts 
and new ideas to support subaltern history. The sole effort of the present work is to ignite 
Sambhaji’s character in a new sense at one side and Sambhaji’s period on the other side. The 
available data can be useful to reconstruct mass response of the Indian Hindu Policy of Sambhaji 
in an effective manner. A new outlook of data collection and data authentification can help to 


unfold many facts together in an interesting manner here to throw light on the crucial period. 


Thus in the period of Sambhaji both primary and secondary sources are available on large 
scle. Being the most turbulent period of hectic activities, these sources speak about many facts 
but some facts remained salient and thus there is need to correlate both these types of soures for 
better understanding of historical cycle of events. Hence the study of achievements of Sambhaji 
becomes more varied, difficult at one hand and complex on the other hand. If we take the 
example of Akabar and Sambhaji alliance due to lack of authentic day to day sources it becomes 
difficult to decide who was responsible for the delay in the action against the Mogul king. At 
many invasions agisnst Portuguese it become difficult to understanad how few of the Marathas 
in the Konkan were intensely opposing the King when Sambjaji had captured Sangameshwar in 
Konkan area, this ifnroamtion was leaked by some of the Marathas in the opposite camp of 
Sambhaji. All these facts can be correlated by proper sorting, scrutiny and correlating both 
Indian and foreign sources being made available recently by scholars like A.D.Pisurlekar and 


Ramdas. 


On this background we can understand how difficult is the collection and classification of 
the source material of the period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji (1680-89). The following can be the 


clasifiction of source material. 
2.7: Classification of sources: 


There are two types of sources library and archeological. Further foreign accounts and 
local legends also support in different ways. They strengthen facts and help us to arrive at the 


conclusion. 


The source material of the Maratha period is ample. The Persian and Arabic sources are 
biased and one sided. Hence they must be supported by local Modi sources to bring some more 
facts to light and help us to develop new theories. Modi language was described by Hemadri, the 
Prime Minister of Yadava King Ramdevrao Yadava. Now these sources are available in Pune, 
Satara and Kolhapur. Many of the Bakhars and memoirs as well as letters have been written in 
this language. The letters of the period of Sambhaji have been collected and edited by Bharat 
Itihas Sanshodhan Mandal and they speak a great deal about the turbulent decade 1680 to 1689. 
These papers can bring some more facts to light and help us to develop new theories. Dr. Kamal 


Gokhale and Dr. Bahekar and Dr. Shinde have used these papers and tried to interpret them in 


favor of Sambhaji. The efforts of Sarkar, Sardesai had many limitations. The major difficulty 
was regarding the non availability of sources. These facts now can help us to crystallize facts in a 


systematic manner. Hence the classification of sources is an important procedure in this study. 
There are three stages in data processing, which have been followed here: 


(a) Editing: Editing of data is a process of examining the collected raw data in a survey. 
Editing has been done to ensure that data are accurate, consistent with the other facts 
gathered, uniformly entered etc. The collected data will be edited accurately, briefly and 
correctly for shaping the report. 

(b) Coding: Coding is a important stage in a survey report. Coding is necessary for efficient 
analysis and through it the several replies may be reduced to a small number of classes, 
which contain the critical information required for analysis. The data has been collected 
in the form of scheduled questionnaire as well as oral clippings. Hence instead of 
computerized coding, manual coding has been preferred here. 

(c) Tabulation: The collected data must be presented in the form of tables and graphs. 
Tabulation is essential because it conserves space and reduces explanatory and 
descriptive statement, it facilitates the process of comparison, and it provides the basis for 
various statistical computations. The present study being wide and varied in nature, 
tabulation has been used in a systematic manner and the statistical data has been 


converted in the form of graphs. 


2.8: Internal and external criticism 


The originality of sources can be examined by following tools and techniques of 


criticism. The important method for this assessment is internal and external criticism of sources. 


In this connection the ample material sources of the period of Sambhaji can be examined. 
The letters, grants, donations and religious “danpatras” are available on large scale. They can be 
classified as political correspondence, social events, economic sources, religious and cultural 
sources. At present more than 200 original papers of the period of Sambhaji are available and 


they have been published by scholars in different journals and books. The language, style and 


method of Sambhaji’s letters is more closer to the period of Shivaji in form and diction. Every 
care has been taken to avoid Persian influence. The original Maratha culture and characters of 


Hindu polity can be observed through these letters. 


The internal and external criticism is aimed to judge the authenticity and originality of 


papers. The archeological material can be examined and evaluated by adopting this method. 


The chronology of these papers can be judged on the basis of Saka era noted in these 
letters. Further the royal seal and signature and place name also appears. The totally new 
approach has been adopted here. For making content analysis of these papers this method can 


help to judge both quantitative as well as quantitative criticism of sources. 


In this study the qualitative method has been used for examination and evaluation of the 
material content reflected in these papers. The dates in these letters are not only useful for 
judging political episodes but they help to illustrate socio economic and cultural as well as 
religious conditions. These roots can be tried and examined systematically while depicting mass 


history of the decade. 


e To study original character of sources 

e To examine internal content 

e To highlight socio cultural content 

e To evaluate the authenticity of papers 

e Toco-relate different sources from one type to another. 

All these functions can be fulfilled by adopting the tools of internal and external criticism. 
V.K.Rajwade, Jadunath Sarkar both in Modi and Persian sources were first to adopt these 
techniques. A.R.Kulkarni used this method for examining Maharashtra life under Shivaji period. 
G.H.Khare, A.D. Pisurlekar and P.C.Joshi have tried to examine these facts together. The 
criticism of sources helps to be more effective. The criticism of sources help to come closer to 


the maximum truth which can be derived from sources . 


In the medieval history this method is mainly used because in this period many a times 
there is a confusion or overlapping of events. The Chronicle writers had conducted many 
mistakes but the original sources can help to correct these mistakes from the grass root level. All 


these aspects have been carefully considered while conducting this research work. 


K.N.Chitnis has rightly observed that the sources of medieval India are based on their 
authenticity and credibility. Techniques of internal and external criticism help a great deal for 


establishing authenticity and credibility of sources. (41) 


According to E. Sreedharan“‘Subaltern studies are Marxian in tone premise and analysis.” 
(42) It has been further observed that “The subaltern studies have introduced and almost new 
genre of 20" century historiography of protest.” (43) It is true that “English method, alternative 
discourses based on the recognition of subaltern domains of politics. That is the raison d’ etre of 
subaltern historiography.” (44) If we classify both the types it would be useful to examine these 


facts. 


This is the only well accepted scientific method of judging authenticity of sources. The 
criticism on available sources can be made on these lines. V.K.Rajwade rightly pointed that one 
original document can destroy thousand pages of history. In the period of Sambhaji there are 
ample sources of history. All these efforts must be made on scientific lines. The avaiablae source 
material can be documented. The science of historical writings has been developed by using 
internal and exaternal methods of criticism. M.B.Chitnis has classified these methods suitably for 
using them in the Maratha history. We have to testify these methods for judging the value of the 
various soruces of the period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji. The fake and wrong sources can be 


examined by adopting this scientific method. 
2.9. Limitations: 


Understanding limitations is a significant factor in social research. The scope of the subject 
can be decided by drawing a specific line around it. Such process is vitally needed because in 
this way time, space as well as energy can be saved. By clear cut linking the subject one can 
really draw a well defined line of action. The specifications of such clear cut distinction are 
required to limit or delimit the subject matter. In this research work following aspects can be 


noted as limitations of the present research work. These can be noted as under: 


e The present study is limited to the span of 9 years — a period of decade from 
accession to the assassination of Chhatrapati Sambaji from 1680-89 AD. 
e In the present work the focus is not much on political aspects but it is on socio 


economic religious and cultural life of common man. 


e The present work has been conducted by making qualitative content analysis of 
primary sources and not on quantitative methods. 

e The literary sources have been mainly used and archeological sources and 
foreign accounts have been used to support the literary sources. 

e Whenever Persian sources do not speak, Modi and Sanskrit sources will be used 
to bring gaps in a systematic manner. 

The researcher is well aware of all these limitations and while conducting this research 
work he has visited important places in the life and career of Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj. 
However it is not virtually possible to visit all the places in Maharashtra and India wherever 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji had stayed and raised his leadership while fighting against Moguls and 


Portuguese. The field study has thus necessary limitations of time, space and expenditure also. 


Thus all these limitations which have been explained here help to rebuild and reshape 
history for the period under discussion. All these aspects have been clearly defined to unlock the 


problem here. 


In this work understanding limitations of study is a significant phenomenon. About the 
limitations of the study Wilkinson and Bhandarkar have observed that “Limitations are there in 
every research work. There is danger of unexpected problems because it is based on available 
literature. (45) It is true that research related to problem has to find solutions. Set of suggestions 
may have difficulties. (46) It is true that “In social sciences as elsewhere, habits of thought may 
interfere with the discovery of the new or the expected, unless the preliminary observations, 
reading sad discussions are conducted in a constantly critical, curious and imaginative frame of 


mind.” (47) 


Thus all these limitations have been carefully examined and sorted out to correlate facts. By 


explaining these limitations, there are two advantages in this subject. 


e The exagaration of facts can be avoid. 
e A new approach based on limited span of resources can be developed 


e It becomes easy to touch the problem in an objective manner. 


2.10: Subaltern approach: 


In the science of historiography colonial, nationalism, Marxism, sociological, behavioral and 
cultural approaches play a significant role. The colonial approach was biased and it was favoring 
western imperialist rulers. The nationalist approach tries to describe history as a connecting force 
for national building. As described by M.G.Ranade Maratha history under able leadership of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji can be described as what one may call as a process of nation making. The 
sociological approach is traditional as dilute Marxism approach. The subaltern approach is a sub 
branch of Marxism study of historical processes. Prof. Ranjeet Guha of Asian Studies Center of 
Canbera University Australia has developed this school. The subaltern approach is based on 
study of exploration or its consciousness which emerges as a part of this phenomenon. In a 
political or social system the super structure exploits common people for building history and in 
this process they are exploited. The Mogul King Shahajahan during his period established 
Tajmahal at the cost of the exploitation of poor. Even in the period of Aurangzeb Bibi Ka 
Magbara was established by his son to respect his mother Rubia Durani. The masses were 
exploited and the state enjoyed name and fame. On the contrary during the period the Sambhaji, 
the Indian people fought against the Mogual approach of socio religious exploitation. There was 
a disparity in Indian society on the grounds of religion and culture. Forced conversion of religion 
was a common phenomenon. Local people were imposed heavy taxes for religious fairs and 
meets. The taxes like Jijiya amply testify the sad phenomenon. It is interesting to observe that the 
people at large during period of Sambhaji were able to understand that they were exploited by 


Moguls. This feeling of exploitation can be described as ‘subaltern consciousness’. 


e The negative policy of Mogul against people at large 

e Religious and economic exploitation of poor people. 

e The liberal Maratha policy towards Swarajya. 

The subaltern approach can be testified to the period 1680 to 1689 in order to cover various 
aspects of public life of the period. The masses were exploited and harassed by Moguls. Hence 
their response to the state was negative. People supported Chhatrapati Shivaji and Sambhaji 
because they were shaping peoples feelings hopes and aspirations towards the common man’s 
will and pleasure. On these grounds the present work will be conducted in subaltern approach of 


historical research. 


Ranjeet Guha has edited 10 volumes on subaltern history. In the first volume it has been 
pointed that subaltern consciousness is the base of entire process. The exploited class must feel 
that they are exploited”. (48) Guha has pointed that “Elitist historiography cannot explain such 
instances of popular initiative asserting itself.” (49) The themes of subaltern studies began from 


Mogul period. They are descriptive as well as conceptual. (50) 
In Sambhaji’s period the entire Maratha community was felt exploited and it reacted against it. 


e The entire Maratha was exploited by Moguls and it turned in favor of 
freedom movement. 
e Sambhaji was able to react against Moguls atrocities imposed on Masses. 
e The social base of Maratha war of independence was created on large scale. 
Sreedharaan has observed that “The characteristic which makes history out 
from other social sciences is a specific concern with the element of change 
through time.” (51) 
he subaltern approach there are many issues in the subject which can be explained here. 
In the period of Aurangzeb there was cultural exploitation. The Marathas were first to protect 
against this cutlual exploitation. The period of Shivaji witnessed the begaining of this process 
and Sambhaji continued the same policy. He also fought against the religious and cultural 
exploitation by Moguls. Sambhaji’s period was d--- by providing identity to local people. The 
fairs and festivals as well as Yatras were protected and new support system was developed. The 
religious freedom was given to people. Saint Ramdas in his lettr to Sambhaji had called on him 
to protect the freedom and culture of the people. Ramdas finally appealed him to continue the 
suporot of Chhatrapti Shivaji. The immense freedom was provided for people. The Maharashtra 
Dharma policy of Shivaji and Sambhaji was responsible for ample freedom and liberty for 
peoples rights. Ramdas descrived it as “Udand Jahale Pani Snan-Sandhya Karavaya”, which 
means ample water was madse available for performing rituals freely. This was a positive sign. 
Thus subaltern approach can help to understand the cultural exploitation made by Moghuls and 
Maratha’s approach to fight agsinst the said policy in the period 1680-89. The grasp of the 


problem has been well illustrated here in this research work. 


2.11. Evaluation of Contribution: 


In this work the study of struggle and sacrifice made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji has been a 
focal point of study. As attempt has been made here to examine and evaluate the contribution 
made by Sambhaji wasd strengthening Hindvi Swarajya, which was established by Shivaji, the 
Great. A new sociological approach has been adopted here to reexamine the performance of the 
brave Maratha King. The study of the King was earlier conducted in varied angle but now the 
research work has been conducted in mass history view point. The king rules subjects and 
reflects the hopes and aspirations of people. He not only looks in to problems of the pe3ople, but 
solves them in a systematic manner. Sambhaji was caring peoples’ problems by administering 
their revenue system, agricultural reforms, water supply and solving of their minute problems in 


a systematic manner. The following contributions can be noted: 


e Sambhaji conducted these subjects by solving their problems related to 
agriculture, famine, and drought. 

e He was in the company of learned scholars like poet Kalasha and he himself 
contributed a book on astrology. 

e Sambhaji;s ‘astra pradhan’ mandal was learned and it was constituted of elite 
and scholarly persons. He had proper guidance and blessings by Saint 
Ramdas and other saints. 

e Keshav Pandit who was his Guru was his mentor was responsible for creating 
interest in book writing, scholarly contributions and new additions in the 
knowledge. 

e Sambhaji was patron of art, architecture and literature. He also constructed 


small dams on rivers for the eradiction of drought in the period. 


2.12: Summary 


Thus in this chapter it has been observed that the scientific method can be very well 
developed and used. In this work historical method, descriptive research design and sources of 
data collection were illustrated. Thus adequate light has been thrown on research methods aptly 
used here. The explorations in this chapter are based on research process adopted in this work. 
The problem was defined and the entire methodology was described. The tools and techniques of 
data collections were also explained. Both primary and secondary sources were explained in 


nutshell. The entire chapter has focused on research design. The historical method and 


descriptive design were the backbone of this chapter. The following new subaltern approach was 


adopted here and testified to the problem. 


Historical research is treated as most scientific and well defined research. Here in this 
chapter different steps have been explained step by step. The scientific approach as developed by 
Karl Pearson was explained in the beginning. Later on historical research method was properly 


defined and explained. 


Hence life and conditions of the period of Sambhaji will be stated by using descriptive research 


design because: 


e The study is based on literary sources which are ample and available on large 

scale. 

e The Modi and Sanskrit sources are large and they can help to overcome many 

difficulties in data connection and contributed 

e These sources can be authenticated by using archeological sources and foreign 

accounts. The foreign travelers’ accounts are available on large scale. 

Thus descriptive design is the most suitable and appropriate design for conducting this 
research work. Here this design was illustrated and explained properly. Bothe primary and 
secondary sources will be used for documentation of facts. The various sources of data collection 
have been explained. The difficult and challenging task of data collection will be completed 
systematically. The method of internal and external criticism has been used in this chapter. Co- 
relation of sources has been possible due to this systematic approach. On this background the 
limitations of study have been explained which can help to outline the subject. The core of this 
work is based on subaltern approach and this approach has been useful for explaining the 
complex problem. Thus in this chapter the descriptive research design is used and all important 
stages in this design were explained in this work. The proper methodology has been evolved to 


solve the research problem. 


Thus, in this chapter new research methodology has been evolved and adopted. Every care 
and caution has been taken to avoid duplication and repeation of details. Every fact and opinion 
has been authentically coraborated by using other sources. Due to internal and external criticism, 


the sources have been authenticated and reexamined at every movment. There is a theory no 


document, no history and as per this theory Sambhaji’s new history has been rewritten. 
V.K.Rajwade used to state that one original paper can distory thousands of pages of exhagarated 
Bakhars that is chronical history. In this work the entire prejudices against Sambhaji were based 
on small chronical or Bakhar written by Balaji Awaji Chitnis, who belonged to the period of 
Rajaram, the later predecessor of Sambhaji. As he belonged to opposite camp, he tried to damage 
Sambhaji’s personality and performance, as much as he can but the role and relevance of new 
application of sources in the light of historical method and descriptive design has helped us to 
arrive at a ;correct focus in the new angle. It is true that history must be rewritten often as new 
sources come to light and new facts which were buried earlier are exposed after a certain period. 
Hence on the background of efforts made by Dr. Kamal Gokhale and Dr. Shivde this work has 
further tried to put a bold step ahead by highlighting Sambhaji’s contribution in the new angle. 


All the explorations made in this chapter have illustsrated the research design and treid to 
provide different dimensions of research design. Here various sources of data collections were 
illustrated and their effective use has been studied. The problem of objectivity was tackled 
properly and the subaltern approach ahas been rightly highlighted. The descriptive design 
developed here has immense value both theoretical and practical. Hence in this chaptgser a new 


approach has been developed to tackle the present research problem. 


In the next chapter Sambhaji’s life and work has been highlighted. 
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LIFE & WORK OF SAMBHAJI AND REVIEW OF LITERATURE 


3.1. Introduction: 


The political profile of a ruler is based on available source material to describe his 
achievements to focus on positive sides of his career. Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s life and work is not 
exception to this. The rulers are evaluated and their performance has been reexamined to locate 
their positions in the annals of history. The name of Chhatrapati Sambhaji will shine ever for his 
dedication and devotion as well as his sacrifice for the betterment of Hindavi Swarajya was 
established by Chhatrapati Shivaji, the Great. Here different dimensions of the career of this ever 


shining ruler have been properly highlighted in this chapter. 


The path of the political career of Chhatrapati Sambhaji was not easy. It was full of 
difficulties and full of obstacles. Sambhaji was able to overcome these difficulties by planning 
resources, man power as well as his management abilities to face all these difficulties. In order to 
evaluate his performance as an administrator, there is a need to throw light on various fecets of 
his career. A graph of his achievements can be drawn by analyzing together all the important 
events and points of his career. While doing so efforts can be made to remove injustice made to 
him by the historians and scholars of the earlier period. The major important events can be 
reviewed and attempts can be made to rebrush and represent again his image on the basis of new 
sources. The new source material helps to bring to light new facts. After correlating these facts a 
totally new impage of Chhatrapati Sambhaji can be presented for understanding his contribution 
to the building of Hindavi Swarajya in the 17" century history of Mafathas in the medieval 
history of India. Three points are very important for reunderstanding Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s 


career: 


e The removal of bias and prejudices created by earlier sources like Chitnis Bakhar. 
e A new approach towards the historical contribution of Chhatrapati Sambhaji in a positive 


and constructive angle. 


e The study of neglected aspects of his administration as well as military career in the new 


angle. 


All the efforts will be made to reexamine and rearrange the newly available historial soruces 
to portray the role and performance of this enlightened ruler in the new sociological context. The 
spirit of Chhatrapati Shivaji which was truly embibed and continued by Chhatrapati Sambhaji 


can be rightly presented here in this chapter. 


Heroes make history but sometimes history also makes heroes, but in case of Sambhaji the 
history has cursed him. The later Maratha sources have not only disturbed Sambhaji, but these 
sources have defamed him. Now in order to give justice to Sambhaji’s historical role, this 
research work has been conducted. A review of literature and evaluation of sources can help to 
arrive at a sharp focus. The present work has been planned to focus mainly struggle and sacrifice 
of Chhatrapati Sambhaji for the strengthening of Hindavi Swarajya. The active phase of a decade 
1680 to 1689 witnessed a period of turbulence and conflict at every moment because Mogul 
Emperor Aurangzeb had attacked on Maharashtra. Sambhaji had to combat this attack with full 
strength. This Maratha hero was so powerful that he had attacked and created terror in Mogul 
administered region. Aurangabad which was sub capital of India was thrice attacked by Sambhaji 
and he had virtually established his edge over the rural area of the region. Sambhaji’s conflict 
with mogul, Portugal and Siddhies were so rigorous that he had established his abilities in a 
fullest manner. All these aspects have been unfolded in this research work. A new subaltern 
history approach along with sociological insight has been adopted in this work. On one way this 
study highlight Sambhaji’s career and on the other side it has tried to illustrate the struggle 


shared by common men in southern Deccan in general and Maharashtra in particular. 


The study of Sambhaji’s life and work which was conducted by earlier historians like 
G.S.Sardesai, P.S.Joshi, and B.S.Bendre was reviewed by historians like Kamal Gokhale. Based 
on Portuguese sources and newly discovered Sanskrit sources, new light has been thrown on life 
and work of Sambhaji. Kamal Gokhale has rightly observed that Sambhaji’s earlier works were 
based on Chitnis Bakhar which was written by the orders of Rajaram and were having malafide 
intensions to defame him. (1) In the science of historical writings, the very basic phenomenon is 
related to source material and when sources are authentic, the historical facts can also be verified 


on the basis of the critical review of these sources. A.D. Pisurlekar who has edited Portuguese 


papers on Sambhaji throws considerable light on many neglected aspects of Sambhaji’s career. 
These papers described him as a war like prince. (2) Sambhaji’s biographic graph is full of 
turmoil, ups and downs, conflicts and blood shade. Due to hectic political activities many a times 
his character remains shrouded with mystery which requires a new critical analysis. Historical 
sources require both review of approach and content. Gokhale has rightly viewed that due to 
bias of historians and non availability of sources, Sambhaji’s career has not been objectively 
examined. (3) On this background a fresh new outlook is highly essential to examine Sambhaji’s 
historical role in not only protecting but reestablishing the will power of the Maratha state based 
on high morals. G.S.Sardesai has rightly pointed that Sambhaji as a “Second Maratha 
Chhatrapati accomplished by his death, as the sequel will show, the task of destroying 
Aurangzeb’s hopes and conquest, which his own short life in vain tried to bring about. “(4) Ina 
shortest period of a decade Sambhaji not only administered the said state, but also heroically 
fought for protection of values. It has been noted that “The fearless manner in which he met his 
end, united and steeled the hearts of the Maratha nation as nothing else would have done, and 
nerved them to avenge the death of their sovereign.” (5) Sambhaji’s death never went in vain, but 
he created high ideals for the next generation to follow his dreams. Sambhaji was able to 
inculcate values of freedom and selfless sacrifice through his heroic struggle against Moguls. 
The study of life and career of Sambhaji is a testimony of this fact. While examining his career, 
a new sociological outlook has been treated as a base in this chapter. Three things are very 
important when we adopt this approach. The first is review of sources, the second is the new 
insight to look at the problem and the third is cross examination of sources and adoption of new 


facts in the understanding of historical truth. 


N.G.Ranade in his book the Rise of Maratha Power, has rightly pointed that “Aurangzeb’s 
dream, which he cherished throughout his life, had thus been accomplished before he had been 
six years in the Deccan. The whole country from the Narmada to the Tungabhadra lay at his feet. 
It seemed as if Shivaji and the men whom he had led to victory had lived and died in vain. The 
great deluge against which Shahji and Shivaji had struggled to protect the country for over sixty 
years, now swept over the land, carrying everything before it and there seemed no signs of any 
possible resistance.”(6) Aurangzeb’s efforts were put to dust by Marathas during their war of 


independence, which was raised by them after Sambhaji’s tragic end, because the atrocities 


committed by Moguls against the Maratha prince were responsible for massive revolt which 


Maharashtra witnessed in the later period. 


3.2: New sociological perspective: 


The inter disciplinary approach is a new trend and it is growing trend in the social 
science. Especially in the post globalization period the study of social sciences has become more 
relevant and meangful to solve socio economic problems of the contemporary society. The study 
of history in sociological angle can help to solve various complicated problems in a new angle. 
One can draw inspiration and lessons as well as to solve the various problems created after attack 
of enemy on the nation. The feeling of patriotism and nationalism was essence of Sambhaji’s 
career. The success of his career was based on his abilities and strategies which he had borrowed 
from his ancestors like Maloji, and Shivaji, the Great. The sociological phenomenon can be 
useful to benefit the young generations to pin point contributions of Sambhaji for nation 
building. A ruler who can fight different calamities and crisies can be model for future 
generation to face such difficulties in the forthcoming period. The new spirit of the sociology can 
be rooted in the understanding of historical events properly. In the present research work 
sociological approach has been treated as basic. The social process is the basic phenomenon in 
sociological approach. In order to study the career of Chhatrapati Sambhaji in the construction of 
Hindavi Swarajya social foctors have been correlated in this work as a basic. The involvement, 
persuation and transformation of the masses under Sambhaji’s period revealed that the social 
awakening about cultural exploration in Mogul period under Auraangazeb. The micro aspects of 
the social dynamics of the period have been carefully studied in this chaper. This is a new 


appraocjh focused here properly. 


The social history can be examined on the basis of mass participation and mass 
awakening raised by people at large. During the period of Sambhaji Moguls had waged a 
massive war against the Maratha Swarajya but the people’s resistance was so effective that the 
strength of Moguls faded and the Maratha Swarajya continued for more than three centuries. The 
historical base of this Swarajya lies in the spirit of sociology. It has been pointed that “Any 
intellectual activity derives excitement from the moment it becomes a trail of discovery. In some 
fields of learning this is the discovery of worlds previously unthought-of and unthinkable.” (7) 


Sambhaji’s career was not properly examined by earlier scholars. Hence this new social history 


is a new discovery of facts. It has been rightly pointed that “The sociologist moves in the 
common world of men, close to what most of them would call real. The categories he employs in 
his analysis are only refinements of the categories by which other men life, power, class, status, 
race, & ethnicity.”(8) Here by using historical sources a new approach can be developed to 
understand old facts and ethnic history can be rebuilt on the basis of historical facts. It has further 
been observed that “Anthropologists use the term culture shock to describe the impact of a 
totally new culture upon a newcomer.” (9) The attack of Moguls on local society were just like a 
cultural shock and it was Shivaji the Great , the founder of Maratha empire first resisted this 
cultural shock and provided a new voice to Indian social system. Sambhaji continued this 
reaction and formed a new sociological answer to protect Indian culture in the form of 
Maharashtra dharma, which Ramdas described it in Dasbodh. Scholars like V.K.Rajwade also 
understand this Maharashtra dharma in cultural sense. A new sociological focus is a prime 


concern of this study which has provided a new outlook for this historical research. 


Historical sociology as a science has many more dimensions such as social, economic 
and cultural. In this work mass participation in the protection of Swarajya will be examined in 


three sociological perspectives. 
(a) Symbolic interactionism which Maratha’s developed through their cultural identity 
(b) Functionalism which they catered for the protection of Maharashtra Dharma and 


(c) The conflict perspective which up holds Sambhaji’s heroic sacrifice. This sociological 


approach is a key factor of this analysis. 


The Moguls were imposing their super structure and Marathas were resisting this super 
structure. They not only resisted but rebuilt their own structure based on their own values. In the 
foregoing pages are examining Sambhaji’s life and work in a larger sociological spectrum, which 
he was able to brighten it effectively. On this background it would be interesting to different 
stages in the career of Sambhaji in order to understand these three dimensional conflicts which 
forms core of his career. Now right from the beginning he had to face conflicting situations from 
beginning to end. The struggle begins from accession itself because the Maratha house was 


divided but still Sambhaji emerged, triumphed and marked his victory on the annals of history. 


The sociological approach can provide a new insight to look at social history. The new 
facts can be brought to light and a new analysis about social life can be presented here. 
E.C.H.Car in his work “What is history” has also highlighted the importance of sociological 
perspective. His opinion can be used testified and evolved in a new perspective. The sociological 


approach makes us to ;understand social responses of the period towards the polity. 


3.3. Conditions prevailing during Sambhaji’s rise: 


The rise of Chhatrapati Sambhaji was in a very adverse situation. The Maratha power 
center was divided and Sambhaji’s enemies were playing different strategies against him. It 


would be interesting to study how Sambhaji was able to rise and emerged successfully. 
The political conditions prior to the rise of Sambhaji can be illustrated into following five points: 


1. There was cold war prevailing at fort Raigadh among the two Maratha warring 
groups. One was in favor of Sambhaji and the other which was against him was 
favoring Rajaram, the second son of Shivaji. The Chitnis Bakhar which was 
written in the period of Rajaram has depicted Sambhaji’s image polluted because 
Chitnis was bias against Sambhaji and he was in the Rajaram’s camp. When 
Sambaji was marching towards Raigadh, he imprisoned Moropant Pingale and 
Annaji Datto who were against him. Sambhaji had 20,000 army personnel with 
him. The military general of Marathas Hambirrao Mohite joined Sambhaji’s 
camp. (10) 

2. Sambhaji imprisoned Rajaram and his mother Soyerabai. It was a political 
action. He felt that both of them can create a problem for his accession. (11) 

3. Sambhaji appointed Nilopant, son of Moropant Pingale as a Peshwa after sudden 
death of Moropant, who was favoring Rajaram. (12) By doing so Sambhaji was 
able to strengthen his own side and Rajaram and Soyerabai’s camp was 
weakened by this strategy. 

4. There was a bloody beginning of Sambhaji’s power. The factory records of 
English and French merchants are testimony of this.” We are alarmed of Maratha 
forces being abroad. A party to horse and foot is reported to be marching towards 


Surat, another against Burhanpur and the third to keep Bahadur Khan in play.” 


(13) These records state that Sambhaji was vigilantly watching the situation and 
he was strategically going ahead. 

5. Sambhaji coroneted himself on 200 July, 1680. Sardesai had pointed that 
according to factory records Sambhaji made a good start after having got 
possession of Raigadh without many efforts. A report of 20 August, 1680 says 
that Sambhaji Raja intends to give Bahadur Khan, the Mogul Subhedar, battle in 


the open field and has sent him word as such.” (14) 


Thus, Sambhaji was able to overcome adverse situation by making sound and serious efforts. 
The Factory Records illustrated that his ambitious actions against the warring group were very 
much shocking to the traders. However, they have recorded that his sovereign power was slowly 


accepted by all of them. 


The above discussions revealed that the eriod of Chhatrapati Sambhaji were advrse. The 
Maratha court was divided in two wings one was favouring the side of Sambhaji and the other 
was in favour of Rajaram, the second son of Shivaji, the Great. Due to this division the 
atmosphere of suspicion prevailed in the court. After coming of Sambhaji on the power the 


Rajaram’s group was hutt. 


On one side the Maratha court was divided and on the other side the Mogul power under king 
Aurangzeb felt that the Sambhaji’s earlier role was disturbed by chronocal writers like Balaji 
Chitnis and Krishnaji Anant Sabhasad who wrote history as per desire of King Rajaram. All the 
later scholars tried to please Rajaram. The period was most suitable for ending the Maratha 
power on the grass root levels. The dynamism of Maratha power was not based on personal 
loyalties, but it was basesd on values and ideas nurchured by the great visionary like Chharapati 
Shivaji. These high ideas were base of the entire phenomenon of Hindvi Swarajya. Mogal king 
Aurangzeb felt that Sambhaji was the basic factor of the Maratha state. The philosophy of the 
Sambhaji’s freedom was based on highest ideals and values of freedom. Aurangzeb was never 
able to understand this fact. Hence he targated Sambhaji and killed him in a inhuman manner. 
The Hindavi Swarajya could florish and prosper more on large scale afer Sambhaji because the 
ideals of freedom or Swarajya were permanent and immortal, which was strengthened by 


Chhatrapati Sambhaji. Sambhaji knew that house divided cannot be setright again. Hence he 


tried to understand the other side also and he tried to seek cooperation from all corners of the 
Maratha state. The policy of social assimilation was rightly followed and continued by 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji for the betterment of mankind on the advanced tactics like a stern and 
tempest. The enemy Moghal power was on the head of the Maratha state. Aurangzeb was 


watching for every opportunity to cut Maratha power from the grassroot levels. 


Sambhaji was vigilant about the enemies activities and he wanted to counter every move of 
the enemy. The wait and watch policy of Maratha diplomacy was changed by Sambhahi and he 
was able to face every attack of enemy, Mogal, Portuguese, English or Siddhi the prominent 
opponants of the Maratha power. Like Shivaji there were no other powers like Bijapur, 
Ahemednagar or Golkonda for seeking coopeation from them against Mogul. Sambhaji had to 


fought Mogals alone only. Hence the struggle was much difficult and also more challenging. 


Thus Maratha King Chhatrapati Sambhaji or a supremo of the Mratha state has to fight Moguls, 
Portuguese, and Englishmen together one after another. All these aspects can be properly 


highlighted in this chapter. The following five aspets can be properly highlighted here: 


e The Maratha court was divided due to internal differences 

e Sambhaji had to sort out internal diffierences for bringing peace and glory. 

e The Mogul king was watching for opportunities to over throw Maratha power 

e Sambhaji was able to sort out problems of the time in a proper manner 

e All the aspects of Maratha power was carefully studied. The strong points, weaknesses 


and limitations were carefully examained by Chhatrapati Sambhaji. 


Thus all these aspects carefully recorded here. Sambhaji was able to highlight the success of 


Hindivi Swarajya 


Thus on the basis of above discussions it is clear that the political life was instable — the 
Maratha caste was divided. The social life was insecure because there was a threat of Mogul 
invasion on Maratha states. The economic condition was not favorable because the drought, 
scarcity was a routine matter. The crops were suffering because the monsoon rains were not 
regular and timely. On the religion front the non-Islamic subject was discriminated and had to 
suffer a great deal due to negative policies of the states. Thus there was lot of scope for the rise 


of the able Maratha prince. 


3.4. Review of literature: 


Chhatrapati Sambhaji as a shining star in the Maratha history had a bright performance of a 


decade, but his work was not carefully evaluated by Maratha historians. 


(a) G.S.Sardesai: Maratha historian Govind Sakharam Sardesai has written special 
volume on Sambhaji. The Vol. If in Marathi Riyasat, titled “Ugra Prakarti 
Sambhaji i.e. high blooded character has thrown light on various aspects of 
Sambhaji’s career. In this book Sardesai pointed that “Sambhaji was brave 
warrior but he lacked planning in his movements. (15) Further Sardesai has 
devoted a full chapter on Sambhaji in his book The New History of Marathas. 
The chapter has 11 points ranging from accession to tragic death. Sardesai has 
observed that “Aurangzeb lacked the magnanimity of the Greek monarch 
Alexander. He had not the heart to tolerate the open insult he had received from 
his worst enemy, who in his eyes had sinned beyond hope of pardon.” (16) Thus 
comments made by Sardesai are very much useful for this research work. 

(b) Jadhunath Sarkar: has made yeoman contribution to Maratha history. His book 
“Shivaji and his Times” is a classic work which provides background to the 
Maratha history. Sarkar has also written “History of Aurangzeb” in five volumes. 
In volume IV he has illustrated Sambhaji’s struggle against moguls which is also 
useful for this study. Further his book “The House of Shivaji” has documented 
number of foreign sources, English and French. In House of Shivaji he has 
illustrated the grand plot of Akbar and Sambhaji. The letters in the Factory 
records of dated 13" November, 1681 state that Akbar and Sambhaji had first 
meeting at village Pali in Ratnagiri district. The paper has described King Akbar 
as “white man of middle stature of about 25 years of age.” (17) Such information 
is very much useful for reconstructing history of Sambhaji. 

(c) G.H.Khare and A.R.Kulkarni have written “History of Marathas” in three 
volumes. In the 1“ volume G.H.Khare has contributed a chapter on Sambhaji. 
This chapter has given a graphic account of movements and achievements of 
Sambhaji. In this article it has been pointed that Sambhaji was genius 


administrator and a very successful military general. His victories against 


Portuguese and English men amply testify this. (18) This volume has different 
articles regarding 17" Century Maharashtra and has helped a great deal to 
understand Sambhaji and his times. A.R. Kulkarni has written a book on 
“Maharashtra under the age of Shivaji”. This book has different aspects such as 
political, social and economic life. This book has been very much useful for 
conducting this research work. Kulkarni has observed that “Swarajya of Shivaji 


was of | cores homes.” (19) Such details have been found useful for this study. 


(d) Dr. Kamal Gokhale has written a book “Shiv Putra Sambhaji” This book has 


been very much useful for this study. The book contained more than 30 chapters 
and is based on original source, especially the Modi sources and Portuguese 
sources. Kamal Gokahle has tried to present unbiased and balanced portrait of 
Sambhaji’s career. She has noted that Sambhaji was having all the abilities of 
able ruler and he had a foresight to achieve public welfare of the people. He not 
only understood philosophy of Shivajibut also implemented the same on 
progressive lines. (20) The ideas and comments made by Kamal Gokhale are 
very judicious and balanced. They have helped the author to develop new 


insight. 


(e) V.S.Bendre’s book “Chhatrapati Sambhaji Maharaj” a critical biography was 


(f) 


published in the year 1960. The book contained 24 chapters. The book has also 
useful details in three appendixes. The book covers Maharashtra under Shivaji, 
the structure of Hindavi swaraj, Akbar-Sambhaji alliance, conflict with 
Portuguese, relations with English, Siddis Addilshahi and Kutubshahi relations 
and sacrifice of Sambhaji. Bendre has pointed that Sambhaji was a scholar and 
genius and he had an effective vision of literature. He was genius in poetry, 
music, archery etc. He was ahead of morality and ethics. (21) This book has 
helped to conduct this research work. 

P.S.Joshi has written a completed research work on Chhatrapati Sambhaji. The 
book contains 8 chapters. The first chapter is introduction. He has also covered 
early life, Sambhaji’s desertion to the moguls, tramp over the opponents, war 
with the moguls in two phases 1680 to 1683 first phase, and 1683 to 1687 the 
second phase and the third phase 1687 to 1689, administration of Sambhaji has 


been examined by the scholar in the last chapter. Thus Joshi’s work has helped 
the researcher to arrive at a new focus. Joshi has pointed that “Sambhaji was a 
good administrator and a skilled general, who gave impartial justice to the 
subjects his reign ended in a tragic manner.” (22) These views have remained 


useful for conducting this research work. 


(g) S.A.Bahekar’s book “Martiyar Chhatrapatit Sambhaji Raje His times and 


achievements, contained 16 chapters. The book is based on his research work. 
The topics covered different aspects ranging from his childhood to the review of 
achievements and evaluation. He has covered topics such as his education, 
internal struggle, Dilarkhan episode, war of succession, struggle with moguls, 
conflict with Siddhi, English and Portuguese, struggle with moguls, aggressive 
policies, war in Konkan, relations with southern states, Sambhji’s relations with 
King Akbar and poet Kalash, administrative abilities and tragic end . Bahekar 
has finally pointed that Sambhaji was just ruler and he followed principles of 
Rajdharma i.e. traditional Indian polity guidelines. He was treating his subjects 
like his own family members and assisted them at critical situation. (23) This 


work has provided new dimensions for the researcher. 


(h) Sadashiv Shivde’s work “Sambhaji Raje” is based on new Portuguese and 


Sanskrit sources. The book contained 13 chapters such as Birth and childhood, 
early politics, rise of price, challenges before second Chhatrapati, struggle, attack 
on Goa, Janjira, and Ramshej, Struggle with Aurangzeb, relations with Golkonda 
and Bijapur, Grand alliance with Akbar, Tragic end religious and administrative 
policies\. Finally Shivde has pointed that Sambhaji has not been judged properly. 
He has all the qualities of general, but he had no wing of advisors like father. 
(24) Such insights have benefitted for completing this research work. 

Dr. Jaisingh Pawar has edited “Sambhaji Memorial Volume” This volume 
contained more than 35 articles contributed by different scholars on various 
aspects of Sambhaji’s life. In this volume there are some interesting aspects such 
as agriculture, trade, commerce and religious policy of Sambhaji. His 
administrative policies have also been studied in his preface. He has pointed that 


Sambhaji was ahead of his times. He was genius administrator but luck was not 


in his favor. Further it has been pointed that “Britishers cannot purchase our 
citizens for making them slave or Christian.” (25) 

Qj) Other works: Ashok Shinde Sarkar has written a book “Brave Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji Maharaj” The book has contained useful photographs and documents. 
He has pointed that Sambaji even in the adverse situation was able to follow 
judicial system effectively. His contemporary archives also support this fact. (26) 
Anant Darvatkar has edited five volumes entitled as “Adhitya Sambhaji 
Maharaj” in five volumes. These volumes throw light from different angles on 
Sambhaji’s career. These volumes have provided some new facts for the 
researcher. (27) 


On the basis of the review of literature following five points can be noted: 


e Sambhaji’s image had been tarnished due to Madhavraoji Chitni’s Bakhar 
which was written by the orders of Rajaram. 
e Scholars like G.S.Sardesai were not able to re-examine the life of Sambhaji. 
His Vol. If of Maratha Riyasat describes him as “Ugraprakat Sambhaji”’ i.e. 
hot tempered character, which can be reviewed. 
e Dr. Kamal Gokhale of Pune was first to review these sources and he could 
present Sambhaji in a new angle. 
e The Portuguese and Sankrit sources can help to reset Sambhaji’s image as a 
just and brave ruler. 
e Many biographies of Sambhaji have not highlighted socio economic, 
religious and cultural life of the period. 
On the basis of above ideas, a new fair and balanced analysis of Sambhaji can be 
conducted in this work. By understanding methods of earlier scholars a new attempt has been 


made in this work to examine the history and career of this ever shining Maratha prince. 


The study of the prevailing literature reveals that the entire theme can be highlighted on 
the basis of the strong points of the theme the subject matter of the research problem. The new 
angle has helped to correlate the sources and their ulity for revuilding the history of the Maratha 


King Chhatrapati Sambhaji. All these dimensions will explain properly in a systematic manner. 


The new dimensions of the Hindavi Swarajya of a turbulent deade have been explained here in 


the present research work. 


The coordination gap prevailing between the masses and the rulers can be explained and 
these can be bridged properly here. The entire process of fact fidning is based on new 
dimensions of the process. The grassroot analysis made by different scholars effectively revealed 
that these works were conducted by scholars at the time. They were writing all resources 
available for them in the time frame. G.S.Sardesai’s book Vol. II of Maratha Riyasat 
Ugraprakarti Sambhaji had limitations of sources. He used the available sources and he was not 
able to question about the authenticity of these sources but Dr. Kamal Gokhale after a century 
was able to throw light on Chhatrapati Sambhaji in the light of new sources and new documents 
made available by the scholars. All these sources when they are reveiwe in a new angle they can 
throw new light on the life and work of Sambhaji to understand his contribution for Maratha 
state. The role played by the King for restting the Hindivi Swarajya. Hence all the major works 


were briefly reviewed and the positive strong points were properly highlighged here. 
The limitations of earlier sschoalrs can be briefly noted below: 


e The earlier scholars have not questioned the authenticity and credibility of source 
material. 

e No new approach was adoped and these scholars went on treating the subject in a 
traditional manner. 


e Dr. Kamal Gokhale was a prominent scholar who was able to question the problem. 


Thus in this research work review of literature has been given a prime focus. This approach 
has helped to come out with new findings and new approaches. The review of literature has thus 
helped to look at the entire problem in a new perspective. In the subject domin review of 
literature has thus helped to reach the point of agreement. We are on the cross roads to look at 


the problem on new perspective. 


3.5. Literary sources of Sambhaji: 


The political and social history of Sambhaji is of a decade 1680-89. The historical facts are based 


on following four sources: 


e Modi papers: The correspondence and letters of Sambhaji’s office to 
different political diplomats as well as administrative office have been 
collected and published by S.N.Joshi by Bharat Itihas Sanshodan Mandal, 

Pune. This book contained more than 120 letters, and these can be classified 
and studied for understanding Sambhaji;s struggle and sacrifice as a mass 
history. (28) 

e Portuguese papers: A.D. Pisurlekar had edited two volumes containing 
Portuguese papers. These are records of Portuguese offices in Goa about 
Sambhaji’s times. These are faithful reports and they are unbiased and hence 
they provide objective details about Sambhaji’s career. (29) 

In addition to Bakhars there are many other literary sources like letters, hymens etc. 
written by saints and prophets . The content in library sources cannot be accepted as it is. This 
content must be examined by using other sources. Similarly co relation of library and 
archeological sources is needed to draw some new inferences. The foreign archives are faithful 


and objective. They can also support to authentic library sources. 


Literature is the mirror of society and it reveals the fact effectively. In the period of 
Sambhaji the sources were mostly in the Modi, Arabic, Persian, Sanskrit as well as Portugueses 


language. 


The Sanskrit work written by Sambhaji titled as Budhbhushanam ahss been studied by Prof. 
N. Kakade in a recent work. After careful interpretations of these text she has brogut to light the 


following points: 


e Keshav Pnadit Guru of Sambhaji was an enlightened scholar and after a very critical 
approach the said work ahs been rightly studied. 

e The Budhbhushanam was a serious research work based on enw angle of understanding 
of political economy. 

e Sambhaji was able to seek inspiration from Sanskrit texts to activate the administrative 
policy on Indian theories of good governance. 

e The scholarly works conducted by Sambhaji revealed the cultural identity which aimed to 


develop in a systematic manner. 


e The literary fusion of quality phamplets of governance have been compiled and perfectly 


reflected in this work. 


Thus all these workes rightly illustrate true vision of Sambhaji for the development of the 
Maratha Swarajya. Dr. N.Kakde’s work reflects some of Maratha attempt which was responsible 
for the improvement of the Maratha state. His serious approach towards the administion can be 


strengthend on the basis of this work. 


3.6. Archeological sources 


When the literary sources cannot speak, then there begins the significance of the 
archeological sources. The construction, repairs of forts, palaces and irrigation dams amply 
illustrate the patronage of Sambhaji towards art and architecture. His appreciation of art and and 
his aesthetic sense can be studied on the basis of available evidences of his period. The study of 
Maratha artchitecture conducted by M.S.Mate has further illustrated many neglected aspects of 
art and architecture of the period of Sambhaji. Further, the significant aspects of art and 
architecture have been studied by my scholars like Prof. Sardesai in a new angle. We have to 
understand these aspects in a new angle. These archeological evidences are widely available and 
they can be neatly documented and properly studied on the basis of survey works conducted by 
Dr. Mate M.S., Kamal Gokhale, Dr. Bahekar etc. There is lot of scope for documentation and 


analysis of archeological soures of the period of Sambhaji. 


The list of important works and reports made by Sambhaji can be made together to throw 
new light. The positive aspect of Sambhaji’s art and aesthetic sense can be reviewed and new 
approach towards arts and architecture can be studied. Important temples and mosques 
constructed by the hhelp of the king can be enlisted and studied here. Whatever is record on the 
literary sources that can be further justified and documented properly on the basis of the 
archeological lacunas. These sources can be further useful for understanding of socio economic 
life and religious as well as cultural life of the medieval period. The study of folk life can be 
further authenticated on the basis of literary as well as archiological evidences. The study of 
medieval archiological sources become difficult due to overlapping of evidences, authentic facts 
of the construction process and the verification of the art work. The medieval archeological 


sources can be further critically studied to understand the defense strategies adopted by the rulers 


to verify their earlir work. Thus all these facts can be verified and rightly evaluated for the totally 
new understanding of the cultural life of the period. The oral folk tradition can be also recorded 
and the literary sources can be supported on the basis of archiological sources. The Maraha art 


and architecture, coins and paper currency can also be studied to highlight their economic life. 


3.7. Life sketch of Chhatapati Sambaji: 


G.S.Sardesai has observed that “Maratha history is no longer the cherished treasure of a 
single community or province it should prove a source of inspiration, wisdom and warning to all 


India.” (30) The study of Sambhaji’s struggle and sacrifice cannot be exception to this. 
(a) Early life: 


The rise of King depends on surroundings in which he takes birth. Sambhaji was born 
at Purandar fort. (31) He was 17 years old when his father Shivaji was crowned in 1674.He lost 
his mother Saibai who was Shivaji's favorite wife at the age of 2. Since then he was under the 
care of his grandmother. His grandmother and mentor Jijabai died in the same year of the 
coronation of Shivaji. Sambhaji was taken as security by Mogul Sardar Mirza Raja Jayasingh 
until he receives all forts of agreement which Shivaji Maharaj did with him to stop his attack on 


Maratha kingdom under his control. Sambhaji was 9 years old at that time. 


In a marriage of political alliance, Sambhaji was married to a minor Jivubai, renamed (as 
per Maratha custom) Yesubai, daughter of Pilajirao Shirke who came to service of Shivaji 
Maharaj after defeat of a powerful Deshmukh he was serving, which gave Shivaji access to the 


Konkan coastal belt. (32) 


This matrimonial alliance strengthened Maratha power in the coastal area. On one side it 
provided access to coastal area and the other side it strengthened the naval power of Marathas. 
Ragunath Pandit and Moreshwar Pandit were belonging to Sringarpur, Shirke’s home town and 
they became influential in the Maratha court in the later period. Further Yesubai wife of 
Sambhaji was in the company of Jijau, mother of Shivaji could get lesions from her about polity 


and diplomacy. 


Sambhaji was well educated and highly sophisticated. Keshav Bhatt and Umajio Pandit 


who were ancestral teachers of Bhosala family were assigned the work of schooling of Sambhaji. 


Both of them not only initiated alphabets learning but nurtured him the traditional Indian epics of 
Ramayana and Mahabharata and Keshav Bhatt was donated 1600 lary land in the Sangmeshwar 
Tahsil of Rajapur province in Konkan area. (33) Further Sambhaji was also imparted basic 
military education such as horse riding, military campaigns, gurilla warfare, etc. (34) By this 
time when Sambhaji was eight years old he was physically fit and mentally alert due to these 
proper guidelines. After attack of Mogul general Mirza Raje Jaisingh, Sambhaji had to enter in 


politics and he was asked to shoulder some responsibilities in the Swaraj. (35) 


(b) Coronation: 


The Maratha house was divided at the time of Sambhaji’s accession to power. Annaji 
Datto, Somaji Datto, Sambhaji Maharaj's stepmother Soyarabai and some others in Shivaji's 
court wanted to oust Sambhaji to enhance their own positions and power in the affairs of the 
state and use it to their advantage. They poisoned Sambhaji's food but Sambhaji was fortunately 
saved as the plot was uncovered. Sambhaji forgave them. Still, they conspired again and wanted 
to arrest Sambhaji at the Panhala Fort, where Sambhaji was authorized to look after Panhala 
forte are. They wanted to crown his minor stepbrother, Rajaram as Maratha king and wanted 
take full control over Maratha Kingdom. Rajaram's mother, Soyarabai, was involved in the plan. 
However the Supreme Commander of Maratha forces, Hambirrao Mohite, who was Soyarbai's 
brother, supported Sambhaji as the rightful heir to the throne. It was chiefly because of 
Hambirrao Mohite's support that Sambhaji was able to ascend to the throne in 1681. At the time 
of coronation, Yesubai became Maharani of Swaraj and her brother Ganoji Shirke was also 
present at the time. (36) Sambhaji pardoned all involved in plan and reappointed Moropant 
Pingale Peshwa. After his death of Moropant his son Nilopant was appointed by Sambhaji to 
strengthen his side. (37) 


(c ) Attack on Burhanpur: 


Bahadurkhan Kokaltash, a relative of Aurangzeb was in charge of Burhanpur, a Mughal 
stronghold. He left Burhanpur to attend a wedding, giving the charge of Burhanpur to 
Kakarkhan. Bahadurkhan also took with him a territorial army to showoff at the wedding. 


Sambhaji tricked Mughals into thinking that Marathas were going to attack Surat that had been 


twice plundered by Shivaji. However, Hambirrao Mohite, the commander of the Maratha army 
surrounded Burhanpur. Sambhaji also reached Burhanpur in a short time. Thus, within a 
fortnight of his coronation, Sambhaji along with Hambirrao attacked Burhanpur. In face of 
sudden surprise attack the Mughals could not save Burhanpur. The Marathas plundered all the 
Mughal treasure in Burhanpur, about twenty million rupees. Sambhaji purchased horses from an 
Arab trader although the utterly frightened trader was ready to give the horses for free. The 
people of Burhanpur, especially women and children, were not harmed, because Sambhaji was 
tolerant and following war ethics carefully.(38) The Marathas safely reached Raigad with all the 


loot. The victory against Burhanpur was beginning of tramp in the career of Sambhaji. 
(d) War against the Mughal Empire 


Sambhaji’s war against Moghal empire can be divided into three stages: September 1680- 
83 AD was the first phase and the second phase can be marked as September 1683-87. The third 
phase was from 1687 to March 1689. P.S.Joshi has divided his struggle in three phases. About 
third phase he has noted that the war against moguls seems to have produced adverse effects on 
the finances of the Svarajya. As a result, Sambhaji could not pay his officers and the troops 
properly. (39) In an act of political acumen, Sambhaji gave shelter to Sultan Muhammad Akbar, 
the fourth son of Aurangzeb, to cause revolt against Aurangzeb. Within a year or so of 
Sambhaji's coronation, Sultan Muhammad Akbar took shelter with him and sought Sambhaji's 


aid in winning the Mughal throne from his father Aurangzeb. 


Upon the death of Shivaji, Aurangzeb had come to Dakkhaan in 1680 CE with about 
half a million troops and 400,000 animals, which at that time was perhaps the largest army in the 
world. With the help of such a massive army, he defeated the Adilshah (Vijapur) and Qutubshah 
(Golconda) empires. Aurangzeb acquired two generals, Mukarrabkhan and Sarjakhan, from 
Qutubshahi and Adilshahi empires respectively. However, he was not able to bring an end to the 
Maratha empire. It was a disproportionate battle in all senses. Aurangzeb's army was about ten 
times the Maratha army. Sambhaji did not let Aurangzeb win major victories. Aurangzeb's 
commanders claimed that they would win the Ramshej fort near Nashik within hours but the 


fight for the fort lasted seven years. . 


Aurangzeb’s army had attacked the Maratha Kingdom. And his commanders claimed 
that they would win the Ramshej fort within hours. But Chhatrapati Sambhajiraje & his army 


gave them a tough fight and the fight for the fort lasted for seven years. The Ramshej battle was 
a success of Sambhaji’s strategy. About the Ramshej struggle it has been observed that “the 
Ramshej battle was bravely fought by Marathas and Sambhaji honored the officer by donating 
him golden ring with precious jewllery and cash prize (40) However, Moguls finally got the fort 
Ramshej by bribing the officer there. But Marathas had recorded high struggle under Sambhaji 


against Moguls. Ramshej struggle can be recoded as important phase in the career of Sambhaji. 
(e) War with Siddis of Janjira 


The island of Janjira was under the control of the Siddis. Janjira was strategically a very 
important and impregnable fort in the Arabian Sea, with cannons embedded all around. It also 
had high economic importance as the traders had to pay large amounts to pass by this fort. The 
Marathas had earlier tried conquering Janjira but failed. Sambhaji wanted to capture Janjira. The 
Marathas attacked the fort from all sides. Siddis also retaliated with their cannons and ships and 
did not give up. Sambhaji ordered a break in the attack. Other Maratha chiefs did not know that 
Sambhaji had planted spies in the Janjira fort and he was waiting for them to blow up the 
gunpowder store in the fort. Unfortunately the spies were caught as a female servant came to 
know about this and informed the Siddis. One of them managed to escape but the others were 
killed. When Sambhaji got this news, he decided to build a bridge of stones from the shore to the 
island fort. The construction was very risky, difficult and consumed time. When about half of the 
bridge had been built, news came that Aurangzeb had sent about 100,000 troops to ravage the 
Maratha kingdom. Sambhaji had to leave Janjira to counter the Mogul army. Sambhaji was 
constantly alert about Siddi’s activities and he has written a letter to his officers to watch his 
movements carefully. His royal envoys were constantly meeting English officers and Siddies to 


resolve the crisis. (41) 
(f) War with the Portuguese of Goa 


Sambhaji fought with Portuguese bravely and conquered important strategic locations 
with his heroic struggle. There were chances of Portuguese providing supplies to Moguls and 
allowing unloading of Mughal ships at the Portuguese ports in Goa. Thus, Sambhaji undertook a 
campaign against the Portuguese in Goa. Portuguese like Chikka Dev Rai, were driven by 
arrogance. Marathas stormed Goa and started conquering Portuguese territory and forts. 


Portuguese weren’t able to overcome the Marathas. Common people in Goa rose in rebellion and 


started thrashing the priests, whom they accused of carrying out forced conversions .Sambhaji 
controlled the irate people of Goa. Seeing the inevitable, Portuguese ruler Count De Alwore and 
his ministers even took out the body of St. Xavier and started praying for their safety. Sambhaji’s 
fight against Portuguese was well planned and he bravely established edge over them. He not 
only wrote letters to Portuguese rulers but also subdued them to avoid forced conversation. (42) 
Ashok Sarkar has observed that Sambhaji by using his sword had controlled Portuguese 
ambitions and made them to surrender against Maratha. (43) It is true that if Sambhaji would 
have been alive for one decade more, he would have ousted Portogue power from, Goa, Div 
Daman and Thana. (44) Like Portuguese Sambhaji was also able to crush British intruders who 
were indulging in the Maratha politics. Englishmen were not following earlier promises; they 
were supporting Siddi against Maratha. Sambhaji had cornered Britishers and banned the trading 


of slaves during his reign. (45) 


And, to their astonishment, Sambhaji had to depart from Goa, as Aurangzeb had again 
sent about 100,000 (a lakh) troops to run wild in the Maratha kingdom. G.S.Sardesai has rightly 
explained the triangle of Mogul, Portuguese and Siddi. He has pointed that “The Portuguese 
were called upon by the Emperor to wage war against Sambhaji. They dared not remain friends 
with the Marathas in the presence of Mughal might, now directed particularly against Sambhaji’s 
dominions in the Konkan.” (46) But Marathas were very much persistant and they ably 


countered the Portuguese aspirations in Konkan. 


Sambhaji warned Siddis, Chikkadev Rai and Portuguese from crossing the path of the 
Marathas and ordered them to refrain from helping Aurangzeb in any way. In this way, 
Sambhaji nullified any threat that the Maratha kingdom had from these three powers. Sambhaji 
also beat back the two Mughal armies of 100,000 (a lakh) troops each, which were sent by 
Aurangzeb to wreak havoc in the Maratha kingdom. In fact, the second army was so badly 
thrashed that only a few troops could return to the Mogul camp. Thus, Aurangzeb wanted to 
somehow arrest Sambhaji by deceit, as he concluded that it wouldn’t be possible for him to 


annex the Maratha kingdom by force. 
(g) War with Chikka Devraja of Mysore 


When he learnt of intrusion into Maratha territory by Chikka Devaraja, Sambhaji had 


sent his emissary to Chikka Devaraja. The emissary was insulted in the Mysore court. Furious at 


this, Sambhaji decided to attack Chikka Devaraja. The Marathas marched but Chikka Devaraja 
prepared to fight and decided to stop the Marathas before they could reach Mysore’s territory. 
Both the armies were poised for a battle. The Mysore bowmen started striking and the Maratha 
army was greeted with a heavy shower of arrows. The long-ranged metallic arrows from the 
Mysore bowmen started inflicting fatal wounds on the Marathas. Thus, realizing the increasing 
Maratha casualties, Sambhaji retreated for the time being and camped nearby. Sambhaji then 
ordered all the local cobblers to prepare leather clothing. These garments were ordered to be 
laden with oil. Marathas then started making bows and arrows using a locally available wood. 
These bows and arrows were ordinary and crude. However a piece of cloth bound to the 
arrowhead made it deadly when lit with fire using oil as fuel. Thus, Sambhaji transformed 


ordinary arrows into fiery arrows. 


The Mysore bowmen had longer, stronger and better quality bows and arrows than the 
Marathas. Marathas started attacking the forts in Mysore. The bowmen from atop the forts 
commenced striking. But, their arrows proved futile, as the oil-laden leather clothing neutralized 
the effects of the arrows. To counter them, Maratha bowmen began responding with lit arrows. 
Some of them struck the explosives (gunpowder) store and caused explosions. This led to high 
casualties in the Mysore army. The Marathas pressed on attacking and the forts of Chikka 
Devraja fell into Maratha hands. Thus, Chikka Devraja realizing the situation he was in, and sued 


for peace and agreed to abide by the terms of the Marathas. 


This victory was a success point in the military intelligence of Sambhaji. Chikka Devraja 


accepted Marathi supremacy and became a subsidiary ruler of Maratha.(47) 
(h) Capture and Attempts to rescue 


In early 1689 CE, Sambhaji called his commanders for a strategic meeting at Sangameshwar 
in Konkan to decide on the final blow to oust Aurangzeb from Dakkhan. He wanted to settle 
revenue matter in the house of Desai, where Sambhaji and Poet Kalash were staying. (48) In 
order to execute the plans soon, Sambhaji sent ahead most of his comrades and stayed back with 
a few of his trustworthy men. Ganoji Shirke, one of Sambhaji's brother-in-laws, turned a traitor 
and helped Aurangzeb's commander Mugarrab Khan to locate, reach and attack Sangameshwar 
when Sambhaji was in the garden of Sangameshwar, resolving some issues and was about to 


leave the town. Sambhaji, Kavi Kalash (a Brahmin) and his men were surrounded from all sides. 


Marathas took out their swords, roared ‘Har Har Mahadev’ and pounced upon the far too 
numerous Mughals. A bloody skirmish took place and Sambhaji was captured on 1 February 
1689. Maratha soldiers and other faithful unsuccessfully tried to rescue Sambhaji but were killed 
by Moguls on 3 February 1689. At Vadu near Koregaon on Bhima River of Pune district, 
Sambhaji and Kalash were assassinated. (49) According to Pagadi S. “Sambhaji could not have 
spurned at the offer of life. Aurangzeb was determined to kill him. He had no desire to spare 


Sambhaji’s life. “(50) 
Sambhajji’s sacrifice: 


Immediately after Sambhaji's death, Maratha confederacy was thrown in a disarray. He 


was succeeded by his younger brother Rajaram. The Commander-in-Chief of Maratha army, 
Mhaloji Ghorpade, who succeeded Hambirrao Mohite, died in the ambush at Sangameshwar. A 
few days after Sambhaji's death, the capital Raigad fell to the Mughals and Sambhaji's wife and 
son were captured. However, Rajaram shifted the Maratha capital to Jinji in deep South. 


Marathas under Santaji Ghorpade and Dhanaji Jadhav harassed the Mughal army. 


After Sambhaji's torture and death, Aurangzeb continued his grim war against the 
Marathas for another 14 years, but couldn't win and died in Maharashtra. Aurangzeb ended up 
wasting resources and also lacked a good successor which hastened the end of the Mughal 
Empire. G.S.Sardesai has noted that “The Emperor’s last three years in the Deccan were the 
darkest in his long reign. The Marathas constantly hovered round the Mogul camp and carried 
away everything they could lay their hands on.” (51) But Sambhji;s sacrifice was not in vain but 


it inspired the Maratha to fight war of independence more bravely. 


Thus, the decades 1680-1689 can be described as a period of Sambhaji’s domination. He 


had rightly influenced the historical processes of the decade effectively because of three facts: 


Sambhaji’s early career was full of difficulties from accession to war with Moguls. 
Stability was accorded by him after hard work. Sambhaji’s peak period of success can be noted 


as plan of his struggle with Portuguese. 


He was captured by Moguls at Sangram tahsil because Moguls’ were watching his 
movements carefully. Had Maratha espionage system worked effectively, Sambhaji would never 


have been captured. Thus all the three aspects were highlighted in this part. Thus the life of 


Sambhaji was full of ups and downs and he had to fight with enemies, which was always 


encircling him. 


The important landmarks and events in the life of Chhatrapati Sambhaji illustrate about 
his achievements and struggle made by him in the foundation of the Maratha Swarajya. The 
study of these milestone events and turning points revelaed that Sambhaji was able to overcome 


many difficulties he faced during the life time right from his accession to assicination. 


The focual point of Sambhaji’s career was his struggle against Mogul and Portuguase. A 
careful and critidal study of major events bring us to agreement of common understanding as 


following 


e Sambhaji had to face many difficulties in the early phase of the time 

e He strengthened his position by persuading the diplomats in his favour 

e The story of Sambhaji-Akbar grand alliance shows that they could not materialize the 
plan due to adverse condtions. 

e Sambhaji was always watchful against Moguls and their supporters 

e Sambhaji was able to fight against Siddi and Portuguease bravely. He had conducted 
dialogue with East India Company. Both of them were against of each other. 

e Sambhahi had virtually captured the entire Aurangabad district and had attacked the 
Mogul capital of south India twice or thrice. Aurangazeb had ordered to capture the ciety 
and the threat of Maratha prince 

e Sambhaji had fought against the Portuguese. Their power was subdivided by him by 
compelling them for a treaty in the favour of Maratha. 

e At the end of his career Sambhaji was arrested by Moguls when he was at Sangamner to 


resolve the revenue crisis in the house of Desai, a Maratha officer of high rank. 


The study of all these turning points in the political career of Sambhaji reveals that he ahd 
tough time at every point and he was able to curb the conditions due to his intelligence and his 
abilities of diplomacy and wisdom. In the last phase of his life he was not able to escape him the 
adverse conditions due to the tight policy of Moguls against the Maratha prince. The internal 


differencesa and the weak espisonage systeme were the major reasons behind the failture of king 


Prince Sambhaji. The entire process can be studied in a minute way to revesal the dynamics of 
various events in the life of the Maratha Prince. Thus the glimples of the turbulent decade 
bespeak about his time and span. The uncertain, shacky and turbulent decade of the prince 
Sambhaji’s rule revealed that he had tough time. The nature was against the state. There was a 
drought situation. Due to scarcity of food and water the state was in difficulties. Due to following 
of a positive policy Sambhaji was able to fce these adverse conditions by strict adherence 


towards the policy and plan to eradicate drought conditions. 
3.8. Some issues of debate: 


In the life and career of Sambhaji there are some issues of debate which require scholarly 


authentication. These issues can be described below: 


(A) Sambhaji’s accession to throne is a matter of controversy because Chitnis Bakhar 
has described him as violent and reactionary to the opposite power group. The 
sources of the contemporary period reveal that Sambhaji was never in a mood to 
revenge and he had not any bias against other group. His approach was fair and 
balanced. On the contrary he had developed a more cool, balanced and policy of 
equilibrium or equity. His able qualities of a diplomatic ruler can be observed 
during his early period of power. 

(B) Most of historians like G.S.Sardesai have blamed Sambhaji for wasting time; in 
the grand alliance with Prince Akbar against Mogul king Aurangzeb. Sambhaji 
was very right in his slow movements because he thought that his early actions 
would have created some new complications. Haste in action would have 
brought Mogul army in Deccan and Sambhaji’s efforts would have been more 
complicated. His policy was based on “wait and swatch’. The diplomatic 
movement of Sambhaji reveals his intelligence and foresight in a true sense. 
Sambhaji’s efforts to take help of Akbar and marching towards Delhi would have 
created new problems and mogul king would have supported Rajaram camp 
against him. In his early phase he was not in a mood to add more problems by 
taking help from immature Akbar, who had not sizable support at his side in 


mogul camp. 


(C) Sambhaji’s campaign against Portuguese was mostly successful but at some 
occasions he would have been more successful if he had properly balanced his 
campaigns. His sole effects were to curb Portuguese influence in costal area and 
in which he was marching successful. Sambhaji’s diplomacy has been proved in 
his intelligence in dismantling Portuguese and English plans 

(D) The battle of Ramsej and success of Marathas in it is an evidence of Sambhaji’s 
bravery. He had besieged the fort with great care. The charge leveled against 
Sambhaji about wastage of time is not far because he was watching for favorable 
environment for waging Guerilla warfare technique. Here he cannot be blamed 
for time pass or waste of time. It would be Sambhaji’s religious policy was 
balanced and he tried to rescuer local people from the fanatic policies of King 
Aurangzeb. Sambhaji helped one Kulkarni from compulsory conversion of 
Islamic religion. He not only purified him but added him towards his own Hindu 
religion. Sambhaji had tried to evolve a fair religion policy in a systematic 
manner. The Kasbe Harsul Dist Aurangabad case is a good example of this fair 
deal. Sambhaji’s efforts to settle critical issues were thus very much balanced. 

He uses to study the complex problems in a systematic manner and he had all the 

abilities to face these problems. 
Thus his critical period of accession, his grand alliance with Akbar, his march against 
Portuguese, Ramsej battle and his stern action at the time of religion conversion amply prove that 
Sambhaji was never emotional and sensitive. He was examining all facts carefully and uses to 
operate these problems very carefully. The critical study of issues of debate proves that Sambhaji 
was able to sort out all problems very carefully and his approach to all these problems was very 
much balanced. Thus the entire analysis of all these facts clearly show that in all these areas 


Sambhaji was rightly following the policy of his father Shivaji, the Great. 


The fortune never supported Sambhaji like Shivaji. The grand alliance e with Akbar 
failed because Akbar was not having daring and he was always trying to avoid action. Had 
Akbar taken lead Sambhaji had certainly supported him and the history would have been turned. 
Sambhaji’s approach to Moguls and Portuguese was vey much cautious and careful. He was 
always watching favorable situation. Sambhaji’s efforts were to lead the nation efficiently. His 


sool effort was to deal conditions carefully. 


Thus in the career of Sambhaji there are some issues of debate which throw light on many 
areas of the career of Sambhahi. Few of them have been brought to light here. These can be 


summarized below: 


e Sambhaji killed few of the top diolomats when he came to power. Balaji A. Chitnis have 
wrotngly referred these events. 

e Sambhaji was not against Muslims. He continued the policy of Shivaji to support the 
peaceful muslim saints and prophets 

e Sambhaji was ready to support prince Akbar against Mogul king but Akbar himself was 
fickle minded and he was not aggressive. Sambhaji carefully studied prevailing 
conditions and took right decision. 

e When Mogul kind was following him Sambhaji adopted liberal views. He had a plan of 
counter attack on Moguls 

e Instead of Gurrila tactics, Sambhaji preferred to face to face war for victory effectively 
and he had receved success against the Portuguese naval powar. 

e Sambhaji attacked Aurangabad thesouthern capital of Moghuls three times and once he 
had virtually capitured the city. 

e Sambhaji was very careful in his movements, but due to internal differences some of his 


own men had leaked about his stay at Sangamner. 


Thus there is a need to come to consensus about these issues of debate of the period of 
Sambhaji. A careful and critical aspect has been adopted here to throw light on the various issues 


of controvercy or debagte. A point of agreement has bene evinced here in a balanced manner. 


3.9. Summary: 


Thus in this chapter the life and work of Sambhaji was briefly highlighted first. Historical 
background was provide, new sociological perspective was discussed. Further review of 
literature was undertaken. 10 major works were described as they were found insufficient to 
evaluate Sambhaji’s contribution. This work was undertaken further briefly important high lights 


in the career of Chhatarapati Sambhaji were examined. 


The essence of this chapter illustrates that struggle and sacrifice is the essence of 


Sambhaji’s career. He had to make a crusade for the sake of freedom of Marathi Swarajya. It is 


true that Sambhaji is considered as a capable ruler and true legacy of Chatrapati Shivaji. 
Sambhaji Maharaj built the huge and massive Samadhi Temple All built in stone of RAMDAS 
SWAMI on SAJJANGAD in a short period of less than 2 months. Ramdas Swami was Guru of 


Sambhaji Maharaj's father Chhatrapati Shivaji and had written a famous historic letter_to 
Sambhaji after death of Shivaji. The legacy of Sambhaji was continued by Rajaram and Tarabai 


which maintained the spirit of Maratha empire. 


Thus in this chapter life and work of Sambhaji was highlighted properly along with a 
deep and careful insight. The review of literature was also undertaken to provide new 
perspective. Any period of turbulence requires a critical review of facts. Hence at one side 
review of literature was undertaken and on the other side some issues of debate were also 
handled carefully. All the discussions have prove that there is further scope for conducting 


research on Sambhaji’s life. 


Thus in this chapter the life and work of Sambhaji has been carefully studied. Theliterary 
sources and archeiological sources have helped a great deal to throw light on the neglected 
aspects in the career of Sambhaji. In the present chapter an attempt was made to cover all major 
steps in the career of Sambhaji as a ruler , administrator and asa a military general have been 
studied. A totally new approach to look at the problem has been devleopedd hee by throwing 


new light on life sketch of Sambhaji the war like pricne. 


All these aspects revealed that he was a brave soilger and able general and sound 
administrator. His achievements as Maratha ruler revealed that he not only put strong wall 
against the Portuguese invaders but limited them to few areas. They suffered serious defeat by 
Maratha and had stopped their activities of political extension and religious conversion. His right 
policy of tolerance and cohesion had brought peace to the state. A new understanding of 
Sambhaji has been provided in this chapter. Historical facts in a time span can be reviewed on 


the basis of new sources and new material 


The study of the present chapter has thus tried to present Sambhaji in the wake of new 


frame work of new references. 


Thus in this chapter a brief life sketch of Sambhaji has been rightly presented. The entire 


theme is well planned well arranged to web facts in the span of history. 


In the next chapter social and economic conditions have been highlighted. 
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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
4.1. Introduction: 


A period of decade is woth mentioning to describe social and economic life. The entire 
decade was full of difficulties as well as challenges. In this decade Sambhaji not only 
administered but also strengthened the public administration of the period for attaining maximum 
welfare of the subjet or Rayats. Shivaji had establsiehd people’s settlement and Sambhaji 
continued it smoothly. The most significant aspect of Sambhaji’s good governance was based on 
people’s participation in the system. He was able to infuse new spirit in the system. The study of 
social and economic life in the period of Sambhaji can be conducted on the basis of sources and 


evidances both primary and secondary. 


The objectives, analysis of community life of the period can be made on the basis of 
available sources in a systematic way. The economic history of any peiod in Indian history 
cannot be examined without understanding of the social life perfectly. A network of responsible 
social system presented in the period. Hence a clear cut close analysis of interlock of social and 
economic life has been made in this chaper. A sharp analysis of the inter relationship between 
these two aspects has been unexplored here. In each period social system develops its own 
economic resources and professions suitable for the continunity of social system. The period of 
Sambhaji was not exception to ;this theory. All these aspects which have been carefully studied 
here reveal different dimensions of the period under discussion. In order to highlight thse 
problems a new outlook has been developed in this research work for better understanding of the 
socio economic life Social and economic life is closely related to each other and they are 
inseparable from each other. In this chapter it would be evaluated how Sambhaji fought against 


adverse social and economic conditions prevailing at the time. 


After invasion of Mogul King Aurangzeb the entire Maharashtra was witnessing turmoil. 
In the adverse conditions the common man was sufferer of the conditions. Hence social and 


economic aspects of contemporary life will be explained here. Different aspects of rural life, arts, 


crafts and festivals and social relationship among various groups as well as trade and commerce 
and economic aspects will also be carefully studied here. All these socio economic aspects being 


interrelated among each other will be unfolded in sociological angle. 


The subaltern approach will be very much befitting. On this background to high light 


social and economic life of the period under study will be conducted. 


For such a study both primary and secondary sources will be used here. The 
manifestation of different aspects of the life of Maratha people will be documented on the basis 


of authentic sources. 


Sambhaji was able to overcome many difficulties like drought due to his perfect 
administrative vision as well as program of action he launched. He had a legacy of strong and 
well built Marathi state and economy by Shivaji the Great. He not only strengthened the social 
peace and harmony, but also he had promoted a strong base for economic growth and prosperity 
through his vision and implementation. The progress that Maratha state achieved during 
Sambhaji’s turbulent decade was an effect of his sound politics and actions. He had developed 
Maharashtra Dharma in a systematic manner and imbibed it in public life. The Maratha informal 
education through saints and prophets was continued by him and he tried to strengthen the value 
system on which Shivaji’s Swarajya was based. The true base of the Maratha’s social life was on 
the basis of well built and well organized village life. Village as a unit was very much compact 
and sound and had a healthy system based on ethical values and well built social and economic 


life that Maratha states had witnessed during Sambhaji’s period. 


A.R.Kulkarni has appreciated this with special reference to the period of Shivaji and also 


Sambhaji. P.C.Joshi’s studies on Sambhaji’s administration amply testify this phenomenon. 


The study of social and economic life in the period of Sambhaji is based on his letters to 
the Maratha generals as well as his correspondence with Portuguese and English East India 
Company and Sanskrit sources which have been recently brought to light. The archaival material 
which has been published by earlier scholars requires new interpretations based on sociological 
perspective. Here we mean inter socital relationships between Brahmins and Kshtriyas, between 
Kshtriyas and Vaishyas, vis a vis relations of upper caste with lower caste can be examined for 


understanding the dynamics of social life in the period. Furhter it is true that the growth of 


economic institutions is based on their dependence on social life without understanding this 
interplay between social and economic life we cannot present a totally new picture of 
contemporary western Deccan in general and Maharashtra in particular. The benefits of Shivaji’s 
and Sambhaji’s administration were also received by parts of Karanataka and Tamil Nadu. 
Hence a broader span of understanding is required to examine currents and cross currents in the 


social and economic life. 


Every process in history is a social process and social interactions are very basic in 
understanding the economic spectrum of life. Hence understanding this interplay is very much 


significant in this connection. 


The modern sociological approach testified in the science of histsorical writings reveal 
that the sociological formation of Indian society on Varna system is very basic in the geneis of 
rebuilding of social life. In the period of Sambhaji the traditional philosophical system was 
contined. However, every effort was made to strengthen it to fight against the foreign invaders. 
Attempts of reorganization of Indian society were effectively made by the state to face the new 
challenges which were like religious conversion, taxes on festivals, as well as uncertaintity in 
social life, which were witnessed by other regions in the Northern India. Chhatrapati Shivaji and 
Sambhaji both of them tried to avoid Islamic influence on Indian social life in the form of 
language, customs as well as Islamic traditions in the development of social and economic 
institutions. Sambhaji’s book Budhbhushan and Shivaji’s book Rajya Vyawahar Kosh both of 
them illustrate a common feature that avoiding of feudal influence and protecting original 
genious ideas in the Hindu polity was essence of the state craft and every sincere effort was 
made to reshape social life to make it more vibal and vibrant to face any foreign calamity. 


Shivaji made a crusade against such invation and Sambhaji continued it with rigour and strength. 


Shivaji and Sambhaji fought bravely against cultural exploitation made by moguls. They 


could protect Hindu religion in their Hindvi Swaraj. 


This theory has been endorsed in the foregoing pages while understanding facets of social 


and economic life. 


4.2. Sociological approach to the study 


The study of Maharashtra’s socio economic life under Sambhaji cannot be complete 
without understanding sociological perspective. Historical events are part of cross section of 
society. When a historian describes social problems, he has to critically examine social 
relationship. It has been rightly observed that while understanding social currents and 
undercurrents, sociologists believe that the things are not as they seem. The truth behind this 
logic is that the revelation of life then becomes a more realistic probe made by historian to reveal 
them in a more factual manner. The spirit of any historian depends on how he absorbs, discovers, 
and describes real society and social life based on historical sources. Many a time things are not 
as they seen on the surface. Then historian by questioning social realities describes the bitter 
truth in the form of history. Each historian develops his own sociological perspective. The 
historian with his creative force reveals life in a greater efficiency, greater ability and understand 
social fabric in a realistic manner. Historians have been largely successful in portraying these 
social issues through their works. The social upheavals and cultural turmoil, which is absorbed 
by historian depends on their creative abilities of the depiction of truth. Understanding of social 
situation depends on participant observation of a historian in a realistic manner. Medieval 
society was feudal and traditional. Religious feelings were base of this social system. To put the 
same in the words of Ron Matson “Society, in all of its complexity, has multiple layers. Much 
like an onion, what we see on the surface tells us little about what lies beneath.” (1) Historians 
have tried to unfold these layers in a very careful manner. The period of Sambhaji was of turmoil 
and tensions. V.K.Bhave has rightly observed that there was not much difference between cities 
and villages during Maratha period. Cities were in thousands population and there was little 
difference in the facilities between cities and villages.” (2) Bhave further observed that “Social 
life was peaceful and coherent. People were happy and prosperous. Much of the life was based 
on agro based products and services. On one side aristocrats and noble men were leading affluent 
life and learned Brahmins as well as folk artists were dependent on this rich class, which was 


creamy layer. “(3) 


It has been observed that “Having a sociological imagination will truly be a gift that 


comes from the discipline of sociology, but a gift we give ourselves through increasing 


awareness about society and our personal lives.” (4) Such an awareness can be examined by 


studying sources of social history. 


Social stratification systems create ‘layers’ of people in society based on the unequal 
distribution of scare rewards. Social classes are the relative position of people based on such 
things as income, education and occupation.” (5) But in medieval period there was good deal of 


social exchange and economic cooperation among people which was a factor of social progress. 


Maratha’s domination began from the period of Maloji-Shahaji’s period and it continued 
during Shivaji’s period. Social life in Deccan was comparatively peaceful than that of north due 


to Maratha’s protective shield. (6) 


The sociological perspective can help to understand what forces played on social matrix 


of the medieval period under Sambhaji. 


It has been observed that “Social structure, most sociologists agree, is the enduring 
patterns in society that place people into relative positions based on important characteristics like 


age, income, gender, race, or ethnicity.” (7) 


The social structure was based on agrarian life and people were living in villages in more 
number and they were happy because their needs were ably met and they were able to satisfy 


themselves. (8) 


It is true that “Social interaction is a complex, subtle process whereby people initiate and 


respond to one another based on commonly understood symbols.” (9) 


In the period of Sambhaji Saffron flag, Maharashtra dharma and temples of Mahadeo and 
Hanuman were symbols of socialization, against the mogul exploitation and religious hegemony. 
To understand more correctly in the Encyclopedia of world history, it has been observed that 
“Social history is a branch of history that documents the living and working conditions of people 
rather than affairs of state. Only in the early 20" century did historians begin to study how 
people lived and worked in the past. “(10) The present study of social life has been conducted in 


this view point. 


The sociological approach provides some basic principles to understand the social system 
in an effective manner. The sociologists have pin pointed that “The vital people, who search for 
understanding and justice with an intense desire to make the world a better place for everyone 
and world needs as much help as it can get to become a more humane and just place for all its 


inhabitants.” (11) Every period of history or any ruler tries to shape the time in this manner. 


Further it has been noted that “The promise of sociology (Berger 1963) is to illuminate 
the social world such that people can understand it and help themselves to a life lived with 
greater efficacy, a greater ability to understand and control their lives.” (12) The period of 
Sambhaji of the Maratha period implies the same phenomenon. Social life was well controlled 


and well developed. 


Sociology is much younger discipline and can be testified to the historical period also. 
(13) Medieval social system was extension of ancient system. After the Vakataka period, four 
varnas were transformed into caste system and they were getting social treatment as per their 
status. (14) Changes in the social life of Indian village can be examined by understanding role, 
and functions of different castes in the medieval period. It is true that Indian social structure was 
agrarian throughout the ages and social organizations and economic institutions were corollary 
for agricultural system. Sambhaji’s period was also not an exception to this. We have to study 
socio economic life in the frame work of these limitations. Total rural reconstruction and 
replanning of village life was not possible in the period of a decade. However, every effort was 
made by the ruler to infuse a new spirit in the system to make it more powerful to face the 
foreign challenge. After (0 century series of states in the North and western region were 
collapsing one after another, but it was only Chhatrapati Shivaji who brought socio economic 
change through Hindvi Swaraj in a very short span of 30 years. Sambhaji had this legacy which 
he continued with great confidence. In spite of social stratification caste dynamics and 
differences both Shivaji and Sambhaji were able to change Indian society by catalizaing the 
process of socialization, which was responsible for making sacrifice, dedication and devotion for 


the betterment of Indian society and nation. This can be examined in this chapter. 


Thus it is clear that economic history can be newly presened in the sociological perspective. 
The changes and reforms in the economic system are depended how people at large respond to 


the system. In the Maharashtra though there was drought and s---yet economic sysem was 


properly lined up by ruler. The entire system was so well oriented and geared up that every effort 
was made so that the common man is benefied and his interests are protected properly. The 
entire system was so effectively adopted that the people at large are benefitted and new vision is 
rightly implemented. The study of economic life in the sociological perspective can be conducted 
in such a way that the common man is benefited. While adopting sociological approach in the 


building of economic history the following aspects must be carefully observed: 


*# The economic system is depended on social system 

« The changes in the economic system can be very well studied bu pbserving the of the 
social system. 

* People respond to he economic reforms by reshaping the social system in the prevailing 
conditions. 

* A careful and critical analysis of economic policies can be made by obtaining the social 
responses by peole at large. 

e The sociological phenomenon of economic organism is thus closely linked up with the 
analsysis of social aspritions of the people. A critical analysis of social facts can be 
conducted in a systematic manner in this way by analyzing older social system in new 


perspective by a historian. 


Thus, all these dimensions have been very well presented and carfully examined in this 
work in nutshell by developing new sociological strategy to the present work. Different aspects 
of social life can be described as a ackground to the subject matter here in this chapter. The 


overall socio economic conditions in the pre-Sambhaji period can be described below. 
4.3. Maharashtra in socio economic turmoil 


The period of Sambhaji was marked with period of crisis and conflict. The Moguls had 
concentrated to wipe out the Hindu state with every effort and they were planning route the 
Maratha system from the grass roots. However, Sambhaji was very much dedicated and devoted 
to Maharashtradharma. In one of the letters to Sambhaji by Saint Ramdas it has been appealed to 
raise the state based on Maratha patriotic values, which were a solid foundation of Maratha state. 
It would be interesting to study how Sambhaji was able to overcome social and economic 


problems prevailing at the time. 


The period of Sambhaji was full of social upheavals and economic crises. On one side Mogul 
King Aurangzeb was attacking the Maratha culture and on the other side the drought conditions 
were creating scarcity of water and food, which was a challenging task. Sambhaji had received 
legacy of well administered Swarajya under Shivaji. However, after his assisination on thrown 
there were two divisions in the Maratha state. Sambhaji had to fight war of succession and he 
was able to establish himself as one of the able rulers of great confidence. What Balaji Awaji 
Chitnis has described Sambhaji in his Bakhar which was written under the orders of Rajaram, 
presented a biased picture. Kamal Gokhale in her book Shivputra Sambhaji has pointed out that 
there was injustice against Sambhaji to describe him as a ruler, who was not just and vigilant in 
administration. On the contrary he was an able ruler with perfect vision of administration. He 
was sincere, responsible and stern administrator. (15) Further P.S.Joshi in his book Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji has praised Sambhaji’s administration and pointed that “Chhatrapati Sambhaji, his 
ministers and officers took interest in supporting the cultural and religious activity in the 
Swarajya. They also honored and encouraged learning in the Swarajya by granting lands, grains, 
and money to the scholars.” (16) Inspite of economic problems Sambhaji had devoted his money 
and resources for the purpose of learning and education. It shows great care taken by Sambhaji 
for the rebuilding the Maratha nation though situation in the Swaraj was uncertain and shakey. In 
this turmoil also Sambhaji had built moral of the society by resetting social and economic order 


which has been explained in the foregoing pages. 


Sambhaji had treated drought situation with great care and caution. He strengthened the 
Maratha revenue system. He reorganized Maratha social set up based on the values of 
Maharashtradharma. He was able to unite the society based on national values. Insptie of social 
divisions and differences, Sambhaji’s effort was to restructure Maratha society effectively to face 
the challenge of Mogul invasion. S.P.Sen has observed that Patils were on the top of the 


pyramids and they were enjoying civil and administrative powers. 


Sambhaji was able to unite these Maratha offices for strengthening the state. In the early 
phase he was successful but in the last few years he was brought under difficulties by own men. 
It has been noticed that Shirke, one of the powerful Maratha general was playing conspiracy 
against Sambhaji and he tried to corner Kavi Kalasha who was diplomatic advisor of Sambhaji. 


(Russell R.V. “Tribes and caste of Central provices of India” published under the orders of the 


central provinces administration in favour vol.I, Bombay, 1925, p-249.) Thus internal differences 
in the Maratha state added problems of Chhatrapati Sambhaji and the state went in turmoil. At 
the last phase Mogal king Aurrangzeb rightly used this situation and he was following the policy 
of divide and rule for his success. It is said that when Sambhaji was at Sangameshwar, in the 
house of Desai, to resolve the revenue cricis information about his stay, Mogal side could get it 


due to internal differences in the Maratha state. 


After the death of Chhatrapati Shivaji, there prevailed dispute in the house itself about the 
successor. Sambhaji rocked Rajaram and wanted to get the power. After making a struggle and 
after subsidsing his counterparts, he came to power. However the social and economic condition 
during this period of transition was also uncertain. In the period of transition the Moguls were 


watching wisely to entr in the fray. They were eager to take bnefit of this situation. 


On this background it is clear that the socio economic condition of the state was precarious. 
By providing security and stability Sambhaji had to set priorities. This was most suitable period 
for capturing the Maratha state. The condition of the Maratha state was like a divided house. The 
safty, security and prosperity of the state was under question. The significant aspect of the 
Maratha state was that right from the beginning of the regin of Sambhaji, the rains were 
insufficient and the entire state was slowly turning towards the drought situation. The division in 
the house of Sambhaji was a dangerous phenomenon and the Maratha state was marching ahead 
with full confusion. Due to Sambhaji’s sincere efforts the state was undergoing through many 
changes. Top priority was given by the king for rebuilding or monitoring the power of the 
Maratha state. The following credit points must be given Sambhaji for smooth and systematic 
approach of the said Maratha king. Thus the challenges can be descrived in the process by 


illustrating three major facts: 


# Maratha administration under Sambhaji was strong and sound. 

* The problems of young genesration were solved on top priority. 

« The entire state was witnessing change for better goverenancae and sound 
administration 

Thus Sambhaji was trying his level best to provide peace and glory. Hesnce all the efforts 


made by Sambhaji were responsible for the stability and peace of the state. 


Now on this background different aspects of social life can be documented as below. 


4.4. Aspects of social life 


In any period society consists of certain organisms, system and factions. The social mleu 
and norms regulate the social system. In India the Vedic society was based on Varna and 
Ashrama system. The same was diluted and transformed in to caste system. The period of 
Sambhaji was also dominated by the traditional system and influence. In the end of the Peshwa 
period at the time of British administration, T.N.Atre wrote a book “Gavgada’, which was a 
systemaic document of the village system. The different aspects of social life were interlinked 
and there existed unity in diversity in village life. The family was an important segment in social 
system and it was shaped by certain values. These values were governend by earlier norms of 
Smrutis and Sutras. The study of social life can not be complete without understanding women’s 
characters and salient features of the medieval period. The Maratha society was having a strong 
base of norms and values which geared the social life. In order to study the social life of the 
period, there is a need to look at the system with open and unprejudiced manner. In the early 
period of Chhatrapati Shivaji, the founder of Hindavi Swarajya the cultural values and prosperity 
of Maharashtra Dharma was developed by saints and prophets. The intense influence of these 
values throws light on social life of the period. The period of Sambhaji was also not an exception 
to this. The social aspects of life in the decade were having effect of the earlier phase and it also 
influenced later course of history. In this section important salient features of social system can 
be studied to pin point the issue. The significant aspects of social life which can be traced as 
noteworthy and minute have been documented here with proper evidences in a neat manner. 
Thus a careful study of all these aspects revealed that there was a good deal of social cohesion in 
the period. The village life was controlled with various norms and regulatory factors. Further a 
very high regard towards moral values prevailed in the period. The entire social life was neatly 
arranged to meet the political values. The Maharashtra Dharma was well regulated and the 
feeling of nationalism was deeply rooted through the social system. The success of Sambhaji’s 
decade was in the form of peacae and prosperity. The social peace was achieved and new vision 
was developed to look at the contemporary period. The social and economic life of the period 


has been documented here on the basis of both primary and secondary sources. The social Ifie of 


the period was thus dominated by peace, security and prosperity. Due to peace the social life was 


stable 


The medieval social life was fudel. It was a part of sultanants and mugal period. It 


promoted in Grece form. Hence customs and traditions of period continued in Maratha period. 
Social structure: 


The medieval social life was extream of ancient peiod. K.N.Chitnis has rightly observed 
that there were branches and sub branches in caste system. To remove differences among them 
was difficult. The caste and sub caste developed on the bais of the status or significance of the 
social group. (17) The caste system was rigid during Sambhaji’s period. According to 
M.G.Kulkarni in the medieval social life there were standards of social life and this system had 
creaed a stereotype system based on rules and regulations. (18) The social life of the period of 
Sambhaji was also regulated by Customs and traditions which prevailed in the period of 


Sambhaji too. 


According to A.R.Kulkarni “In the seventheenth century the villages, which were 
deserted due to Government policies began to get rehabilitated. Their developemtn was possible 


due to freedom during Shivaji and Sambhaji’s period. (19) 


The Varna and caste feelings denied the social life.(20) The medieval caste and varna 
was a cohesion of the ancient system. It has been rightly observed that “This was the peiod 
during which Varna was transformed into caste and the process of social transformation was thus 


ended.” (21) 


B.S.Sawant has observed that “varna was deeply rooted and it led to the rise of caste 
system (22) Thus the society of the period was based on Kinship and blood relations.The social 
structure was pyramedical =. Brahmins and Kshriyas were on the top of the society and they 
were ruling together as good as in a colition. The Brahmins were having religious rights and they 
were canonating the king. In turn they were getting many offices of benefits in the 
Ashtrapradhan mandal as well as on the higher administrative positions. They were close to the 
king and advising him at crucial times. The study of Sambhaji’s book Budhbhushan and 
Adnyapatra written by Ramchandra Pant Amatiya in the period of Shivaji amply testifies this 


phenomenon. The medieval social structure in India both in Hindu and Muslim religion who 
was highly traditional, but the Muslims’ social life was more fudal than that of Hindus’ social set 
up. The way in which the Muslims were enjoying the feudal life was also affecting Indian rulers 
of their times. But it seems both Shivaji and Sambhaji tried to avoid this influence and tried and 
maintained seriously the social life based on the philosophy of catholic and tolerant Hindu 
tradtition reflected in Dharmashastras. The study of Hindu social structure in the medieval period 
has been made by K.N.Chitnis in his book “Socio-economic Aspects of Medieval India.” He has 
very well explained different dimensions and interactions in the social life for the betterment of 


people in Deccan, reviewed by Chhatrapati Shivaji and Sambhaji. 
Hindu society 


The Hindu society during Maratha period was conservative and traditional. According to 
P.G.Sahastrabhudhe “The social life was based on Chaturvarna system and medieval 
Maharashtra was not exception to this.(23) Thus the Maratha society in Maharashtra was fully 


influenced by social inequality during the above period. 


e Brahmin: This was the top section of the society. Brahmins were mostly 
intellectuals, engaged in teaching learning process and were highly respected 
in the society. They were also interested in setting educational institutes and 
Gurukuls for promoting Sanskrit language.t He was expert in Vedic tradition 
(24) Thus the Brahmins were dominating the medieval social life. According 
to Dr. Dutta Bhagat Brahmins were highly reveared and they enjoyed 
important religious powers at the time of rituals. After performing rituals 
they were getting “Dakshana” or donation. Gaga Bhatta had recedived good 
amount of Dakshana during coronation (25) Even in the period of Sambhaji 
in his eight ministers only one military general was of Maratha and others 
were Brahmins. Thus it seems Bramhins dominated the political and social 
scene. Brahmins were running educational institutes in the prominent cities 
and religious centers of Maharshtra, such as Pune, Paithan, Newase, Wai and 
Nasik as well as Satara and Tajawar in Tamil Nadu. These centers were 
getting endowments in the form of Agrahar lands for running these 


educational institutes effectively. Good number of examples in the period of 


Sambhaji can be illustrated which reveals the respected position of Brahmin 
in the state craft. Samarth Ramdas who was most respected in the period of 
Shivaji had written an extensive letter to Sambhaji for adivising him for the 
betterment of local society. This letter is a manifestation of intellectural ideas 
which were inculcated by Ramdas in the form of Maharashtradharma. 
Keshav Pandit under whom Sambhaji was given initial training in the 
Sanskrit language had continued his relations with Sambhaji. He had always 
guided and inspired Sambhaji to evolve ideals of Hindi polity relevant to the 
conditions. It has been argued that the framework of the book Budhbhushan 
written by Sambhaji was provided by Keshav Pandit. After his Keshav 
Pandit, Sambhaji had appointed his son on a respected position. References 
illustrate that Keshav Pandit was given Agrahar land for continuing his 
scholarly activities in the state. This is a ample testimony that Sambhaji had 
continued the policy of Shivaji regarding respect words learned persons. 
Thus all these arguments prove that Brahmins were treated as Acharyas, 
master of knowledge seekers. They were having a close resemblance in 
theory and practice and their day to day life was respected in the society, 
because they were following principles of purity in the life and character in a 
careful way. This was leading towards ideal postion in the medieval society. 

Kshatriya: According to Bahekar after Brahmins, Kshatriya enjoyed 
important position. Majority of the people in vialgles belgoned to Kshtriya 
class. They were also known as Marathas. (26) Thus it seems Marahas were 
enjoying power in the period. There were two class Marathas and Kunbis. 
The Kumbis were further classified as “Des Kunbi” and “Kokan Kunbi” one 
belonged to countryside and the other was coastal (27) This shows the cross 
sections of Maratha society. The Kunbis’s were poor farmers, who cultivated 
land. In the Khandesh area there also Kunbis as Lewa Kunbi. According to 
G.S. Ghurye among the Marathas there were two types one Kadu and other 
Aakkarmase.. Among them some farmers of high profile allow their sons but 
not daughters to marry ordinary families. (28) In the Maratha community 


there were two sections Bitter and Sweet. However, though they were 


friendly with each other, but matrimonial relations were not in practice. 
These social stratifications were based on customes and traditions. According 
to Karve Irawati Marathas and Kunbis were different from each other. There 
were no matrimonial relations among them. (29) Maratha’s were superior to 
Kunbis. Marraths were belonging to ruling community while Kunbis were 
farming, they were busy with animal husbandry, dairy and many of them 
belonged to agrciutlrual labour class. (30) In the Shivaji’s period the 
Maratha community was fighting together for achieving Swaraj. However, in 
the period of Sambhaji the house was divided in two groups in early phase. 
But in the later phase Sambhaji was able to unite them based on values. They 
could make sacrifice in the Maratha war of independence effectively because 
they were hard core fighters and lovers of freedom and they were patriotic 
clan of Marathas. In the entire history of India when Rajputs crumbled, Jats 
were also divided. It was only Kshiritya community in Maharashtra who 
fought against the foreign powers, without making any compromise with 
them. The way in which Kshriyas in Maharashtra became part of the strong 
hold of Swaraja, they could resist Mogual invations effectively because 
Kashtiryas were well trained, well guided, and well organized by Shivaji the 
Great. Sambhaji asa a soilder and general was a war like prince and he 
himself established a model before all other Maratha fightes. His abilities he 
could inculcate among his collegues known as Mavlas. The way in which 
Sambhaji fought against Moguals and Partugease could set an ideal before 
his fellowmen. The Maratha Kshtiryas thus became fore runners in the nation 
building process, which began in the period of Shivaji and continued in the 
period of Sambhaji 

Vaishya or trading community was based on the profession of trade and 
commerce. In the Sambhaji’s period this community was prevailing in 
Maharashtra. T.K.Birajdar has observed that In the medieval period the 
Vaishya community people mostly migrated from Gujrat and Karnataka. The 
trade was not under the hands of Marathas. These two people had dominant 


posision in the market. The Vaishya community used to visit various weekly 


markets by selling their commodity, putting them on their heads or they were 
using camels, horses for commercial transportation. In the period of Shivaji 
Shetye and Mahajan were Vatandars of market. They were organizing Pethas 
and weekly markets. Vatandars were responsible for management of market. 
Chhatrapati Shivaji had protected their interests by supporting their economic 
transactions. Due to this policy in the Shivaji’s period Raigad, Thane, 
Kalyan, Bhivandi, Rajapur etc. had emerged as flourishing trade centers. 
These centers contined to florusih in the period of Sambhaji. However, 
whenever there was drought or natural calamities, trade and commerce was 
getting set back. However, Sambhaji’s remedies were very effective, which 
were giving relief to the traders as well as business peple.(31) The various 
schemes launched by Sambhaji for the promotion of traers in the state 
provided a new schope for their development. The incentives given by 
Sambhaji were so attractrive that the traders were feeling secured and safe in 
the state. Their activities enlarged profit making process also developed and 
accordingly the state treasury was also strengthened. This lead to the 
sufficient growth of trade and commerce in the Maratha state. The trading 
system which was rationalized by Shivaji was further refound by Sambhaji 
and he made it full proof sysem based on checks and balances. He was able 
to nurchure honestry, sincerity and loyalty towards the state in the traders’ 
mind, which enhanced the profit and also raised moral confidence of the 
trading community. 

Vatandars: Mr. Awalkar S.V. in his book “Shivkalin Sahitya” Vol.9, 
published by Bharat Itihas Sanshodhan Mandal, Pune, illustrated deails about 
Vatandars. This was an aristocrat class enjoying power at the crucial stage. 
They can be included as Patils, (village headman), Kulkarni (Village revenue 
officer), Chougula next to village headman, Revenue officers at Peth and 
Kasba, Top revenue officers having better position than Patil were known as 
Deshmukhs. Deshpandes were looking after revenue record of Pargana and 
were having more powers than Kulkarnis. Mahar vatan was also important at 


village level. Thus vatandars were powerful and respected officers during 


the Maratha period. They were loyal to the state and were participating in the 
establishment of Maraha swaraj. 

e Lower castes in the period: Oturkar R.V., and others have described the 

lower class details. 

The lower castes in the Maratha period were serving the society in different ways. 
They belonged to artizens, craftsman, as well as skilled labors. Imporrtant strata of 
this class have been described below: There were twelve balutedars, who were 
depended on agricultural business. Their functions were designed and they were 
getting due share in the form of “balut’”. These were mainly 12 in number, such as 
Carpenter (Sutar), potter (Kumbhar) Blacksmith (Lohar), Barbar (Navi) , washerman 
(Parit), Smaller print & assistant of Kulkarnis (Gurav), theologists and ephimari 
interpretor (Joshi), Gold smith (Sonar), Caretaker of Masjed, (Maoulana), Cobbler 


(Chambhar), Security soildors (Mahar), Protector and assistant of cobbler (Mang) 


There were 18 Alutekars who were included in highly skilled working class. 
They were mostly Eatable oil producers (Teli), Collectors of Tendu leaves 
etc. (Tambholi), Weavers (Sali), Shefferds weavers pf warm cloths 
(Dhangar), tailors (Shimpi), Gardner (Mali), Local musicians and folk artists 
(Gondhali), Prist (Davri), Praisers (Bhatt), Prist of Adivashi (Thakur), 
Muslim Prist (Maulana) Lingayat Prist (Jangam), traditional instrument 
players (Vasjantgri), Bin player (Gadshi), Dancers and signers (Kalawkar), 
Protector watandar(Taral), Palenquien bearer (Bhoi), Prist and Bhiksha 
holder (Gosavi) (Kulkarni A.R. “Medieval Maharashtra” Dimond 
Publication, Pune, 2007, p-64) , These alutedars were getting due share in 
agricultural production as per their status and performance. Nomadic tribes: 
In this community following sections were active during Sambhaji’s period. 
Kaikadies wer weavers of bamboo baskets as well as they were preparing 
toils and brushes for cleaning. Berads were brave and they were protecting 
forts. Vaidus were local medicinal traditional doctors (Vaidu), Pardhis were 
hunters, (Pardhi), Komtis were mostly preparing sacred threds and were 
engaged in small trading businesses. Kolhati were mostly from Mankeshwr 


in Barshi taluka, they were rope dancers, Buruds were preparing baskets from 


bamboo and selling them, Beldars were engaged in digging wells and they 
were also rock cuttes, Patherwats were engaged in cutting of stones. There 
was little difference in the functions of Beldar, Patharwat and Wadars and 
they were engaged in cutting stones. (Baisane Anil and Patil Subhash 
“Society and superstitions under Maratha” Kalpana Publictions, Nanded, 
2005, p-31) In Maharashta during the period of Sambhaji the Adivashi 
communites included Bhilla, Gounda, Pawara, and warlies etc. (Ibid., pp-27- 
30) The Adivashis had their own way of social and cultural life. They were 
mainly living in forest and they had their own traditions of farming, 
cultivation, festivals as well as marriages. They had their own Jat Panchat 
system. 

Maharashtra in the pre-Shivaji period was ruled by five different factions of 
Bahamani dynasty such as Nizamshahi of Ahmednagar, Adilshahi of Bijapur 
and Kutubshahi of Golkonda and Imadshahi of Berar and Baridshahi of 
Bidar. Muslim community was living in Maharashtra in this period and many 
local Hindus had also converted to Islamic religion. Shivaji had to fight with 
Adilshahi of Bijapur and Nizamshahi of Ahmednagar. There were two clans 
Shiya and Sunni. Among Shiyas Bohara and Khoja were two major 
communites. The muslim community under Sambhaji was serving the society 
with full loyalty. They were performing small works like weavers of cloths, 
butcharmen, sellers of saints, They were perfect in their jobs. In the Shivaji’s 
period, they were part of the army and enjoyed important positions. 
Noorkhan Beg was Sarnoubhat and Daryasarang was Chief of Navy. Baba 
Yakub was a respected spiritual Guru of Shivaji and Sambhaji also respected 
him and visited Kelshi his home town. Kazi Hyder was personal secretary of 
Shivaji. Thus Muslim community was staying happily in the Maratha state 


and Shivaji and Sambhaji also adopted a tolerant policy towards them. 


4.5. Aspects of economic life 


The rural economic life of the period of Sambhaji was rich and prosperous. The overall 
village life in the Maratha period was well dominated by the com--- and developed economic 


life. Agriculture was the backbone of the economy and the production of foodgrains was 


satisfactory. All these types of food production were useful for dya to day life of the common 
man. There were many small scale industries based on agro-based products. The entire system 
was baased on professional enterpreenurship. Enterpreureship and skill development was 
possible on the basis of traditional system of Balutedari and Alutedari. These Balutedars were 
doing social activities based on their traditional skills and they were serving the cause of the 
people. These aspects are closely related to economic system. There is a need to understand the 
different aspects of economic life in nutshell. The various aspects can be studied on the basis of 
the sources of income. The state was helping to provide professional strategies. The effective use 
of talents, skills and abilities was a major factor of the prosperity of the Maratha village 


community. 


In this part it has been studied different dimenstions of Maratha enterprenurship and 
industrious qualities which led to the economic development of the period. Chhatrapati Shivaji 
had established factories on Raigad at the time of coronation. Sambhaji continued the policy and 
developed further the effective policy for better economic development for the bright future of 


the period, which ahs been unfolded in the following points. 


Sambhaji had legacy of Shivaji’s well organized state. It was very well developed in agriculture 
and industry. In the norms of medieval period, the state was operating in a systematic manner. 


Major highlights of the economic aspects of the period of Sambhaji can be illustrated below: 
Agricutlure: 


Right from the ancient period, rural life in India was agro based.. Sardesai has observed 
that in the medieval period there was not much between rual and urban life. Due to lack of 
communication and industrialization, their ideas of economic life were not much developed.(32) 
The land of cultivation was known as ‘Kali’ or black soil and the land of habitation was known 
as ‘Pandhari’. (for white soil land) (33) However, the considering the range of medieval period, 
the Maratha state was equally prosperous like Mogul state. In comparison to villages, larger 
places like Kasbe or thane were comparatively less.(34) A.R.Kulkarni has rightly observed that 
many people had taken initiative themselves to cut forest and to make ready the land for 
cultivation and due to this process, many settlements of Maratha villages had came in 


existence.(35) Villagers were known by different words like Budruk, Khurd. Further in the costal 


area, small habitants were known as ‘Khari’ and at other places they were known as Majra, 
Wadi, Padi etc. (36) Kasbas were centers of trade and commerce for the group of villages. Trade 
and commerce was one of the four powers prevailing in the period. The four powers can be 
described as Diwan Satta, Gotsatta, Dharmasatta and Vyaparistta. (37) The social and economic 
life of the period was substantially influenced by these powers. The study of agrarian life can be 


examined in this frame work. 
Revenue officers: 


Shivaji’s revenue system has been well appreciated by Scotwearing, Ranade and Jarvis. 
MG Ranade has pointed that Shivaji was an able administrator and had established civil system 
like Nepolian-I. (38) Scotwearing has observed that though Shvaiji had plundered some areas of 
enemies, but he had well administered his own territory and he tried to retain as well as enhance 
economic resources of the state. He had minutely cared about welfare of his subjects.(39) 
Historians have further endored that the revenue system of Shivaji had substantially stretnthnen 
the state and provided pathway for peoples’ development. (40) Sambhaji had followed in these 
lines. Shivaji’s revenue system was a fusion of Malikambar’s revenue reforms and Raja 
Todarmal’s model. Malikambar was serving in the Nizamshahi of Ahmednagar and Todarmal 
was working under the Mogul adminsition of king Akbar. Malikambar’s revenue system was 


defective on following grounds: 


e All the land was not properly surveyed 
e The standards for land measurement were different from each other 
e The measuring of land was made by using ropes 


e Some rulers were using iron chanins instead of ropes. (41) 


Shivaji appointed Annoji Dutto to reform the revenue system and he suggested the use of 
stick instead of ropes for measuring the land. The stick was of the length of five hands. 20 sq. 
sticks were treated as one ‘Bhigha’’, and 120 Bighas was equated to one “Chahur” (42) Shivaji 
had divided the land in 16 provinces. The vatans of Patil, Kulkarni, Deshpande were retained, 
but the task of revenue collection was assigned to state officers. (43) In the mogul period the 


revenue circles were divided in four areas, such as ‘Mauje’, “Paragana’, ‘Subha’, and ‘Prant’. 


Shivaji replaced it by three names such as ‘Mauje’, “Turf? and ‘Prant’ (44) The officer looking 
after the Taraf area was known as Hawaldar. The officer on the Prant was known as Subhedar. 
Sursubhedar was appointed to supervise the Subhedar who was incharge of prant. Subhedar was 
given 400 hons as salary and he had respected and honour of talnquin. The officers under 
Subhedar were Diwan, Mujumdar, Phadnis, Subnis, Karkhanis, Chitnis, Jamadar, and Potnis. 
These were having 125 hons of salary per month. Dr . Balkrishna had observed that Shivaji’s 
revenue system was based on mixture of Vijaynagar, Adilshahi, Nizamshahi and Mogul revenue 


system. (45) The new system had not only increased efficiency but it wiped out corruption. 
Maratha agriculture reforms: 


Sambhaji with minor changes followed Shvaji’s revenue sytem. According to Rolison 
and Patwardhan “The chief cause of unrest in India was economic. It was shivaji’s economic 
reforms which chiefly recommended him to the people.” (46) The monopolistic method of 
selling the revenue area by the bits of Maktas was discontinued by Shivaji due to the closure of 


Farming system. Farmers became happhy. (47) 


Shvaji closed the Jamindari system and opend Rayatwari system which created direct 
linage with farmers. Shvaji began started Tagai or cash credit system for farmsers, which they 
were allowed to replay in installments. During droughts, floods and foreign invasion, state was 
giving compenseseeion to the sufferers. This policy was continued by Sambhaji and he adopted 


special policy for eradition of drought conditions during his period. 


During the war or drought affected area, concession was given in the revenue rates. 
Further incentives were given for settlement of new villages, market places and trade centers etc. 
in the affected areas. When people were migrating due to plundering by enimies army, the state 
was giving them special protection. (48) Sambhaji continued this policy. Examples can be given 


how Sambhaji had healped people to fight against enemies attccks on swaraj. 


In order to meet complicated issues, special tribunals were appointed to provide and 
cheap, impartial and prompt justice was meted out to the people. (49) P. Kenedy has rightly 
appreciated Shivaji’s policy towards farmers. He has pointed that “The peasant knew what he 


had to pay and he seems to have been able to pay this without any great oppression.” (50) 


Grant Duff has pointed that “The assessments were made on the acatual state of the crop, 
the proportionate divison of this was three fifths to the rayat and two fifths to government. As 
soon as he got permanent possession of any territory, every spewcies of military contribution 
was stopped, all farming of revnuew ceased and the colletions wre made by the agents appointed 
by the state.” (51) These reforms had helped the farmers’ community. Sambhaji also continued 
the same policy. The Marathas were earning resources through many ways. There was difference 
in direct and indirect tax (52)The reason behind this was that method was not scientific. The 
economic pattern was based on earlier traditions and current needs. Both Shivaji and Sambhaji 
followed these tacties. Accordingt to A.R.Kulkarni, all the money collected from people was not 
included in the government teeasury in those days. The property which had no heirs was 
amalgamated in the government property. Further the presents and gifts given by foreign 
diplomats were put in the government treasury, which was also an important soruce of income. 
(53) There were 20 soruces of income, which included revenue tarrif, as well as sources from 
capturing the foreign ships, and cheque on piracy. (54) The tarrif on trade and commerce was 
also a source of income. The Maratha nobles were also assigned the task of revenue collection in 


the conquered area. 
Currency system: 


Shivaji had strong belief in Hundu system. He named his coin as Hon, which was name 
of the coin of the Vijayanagara Hindu dynesty. His coin was of 42 Grains which was closer to 
Chol, Chalukya dyanstry coin. In Sabhasad Bhakar 32 types of golden coins prevailing in the 
period of Shivaji have been described. Shivrai Hon was prominent among them. Sambhaji 
improved the currency system and had maintained his own coin. According to V.G.Khobrekar, 
Shivaji had not minted his own silver coins, they were in the market coming from foreign 
coutries like Iran. However, in the Rajyavyahar Kosh Sloka number 38 to 41 have described and 
it has also noted rates of transaction. Pratap takka were other coins active in the market. 
According to Chandrashekhar Gupta a coin Shambhu , Shivrai of Sambhaji was advanced in 
nature and example of effective currency system.( Khobrekar V.G. History of Maharashtra 
(Maratha period) ’Part I, Maharssthsra Rajya Sanskriiti Mandal, Mumbai, 2006, p-586, also see 


Pawar Jaysing, Chatraptati Sambhaji Commemoration Volume, Kolhapur, p-361) 


Thus currency under Sambhaji’s period was well developed and it was testimony of 


flourishing of trade and commerce. 


4.6.Missing links and new analysis: 


The period of Shvaji and Sambhaji is broadly known as Shivkal. This period had 
tremendous inputs in the sense of economic properity. Dr. Balkrishna had prised Shivaji for his 
economic reforms. Shivaji tried to protect interest of farmers by providing them concessions. 
(55) Sambhaji also continued Shivaji’s progressive polcies and enriched them. Shivaji’s removal 
of drought policy was further strenthned by Sambhaji. There are many examples which 
illustrated that Smbhaji had carefully planned to help people in the drought affected areas. In 
Solapur district at Mohol, Sambhaji had ordered to build two water tanks for meeting the needs 
of the poor people. (56), Broadly speaking we can correlate Shivaji’s policy and Sambhaji’s 


policy on the following three points: 


e The Vijayanagara model which was bassed on Hindu polity was sound basis of 
Maratha revenue administration. 

e The Marathas experience under Nizamshaji (Ahmednagar), Adhilshahi (Bijapur) 
had provided the Maratha bureaucrats grass root experience and they can 
understand drawbacks int eh system, and they tried to reform it. 

e Shivaji developed own model by amending draw back in the system. The 
genious diplomat like Annaji Dutto was helping him. Sambhai continued and 
reformed the said polcies. His book Budhbhusham is a well developed treatise on 
Hindu administration, which he practiced. (57) 

Thus Sambhaji’s economic policies were based on earlier experiences and he tried to improve 


the Maratha system in his period. 


The above discussions revealed that the Marathwada village as a rich and 
prosperous unit. The surplus values generated by the village people were collected by the state 
and the entire system was well developed to meet future challenges in a systematic manner in the 


medieval period of darkness, which brought them to light. 


The Maratha village was a well developed unit which was agro based. The various 


sources of income for the state were well protected and there was a close balance in the sytem 


about income and expenditure. The revenue records were well maintained and farmers were 
rightly helped at the time of drought and scarcity. Special help was given in the hard situation 


and special incentives wre given to the farmers to face future tense situations. 


4.7. Missing links and new approach: 


While describing social and economic life of the period, thereis a need to bridge 
information gaps at different points. In order to bridge these gaps careful planning of source 


material and its analysis has been made for the correct understanding of the problem. 


Firstly there is need to understand the missing links. The information based on primary soruces 
has been used here to bridge gaps in the proper understanding of social and economic life. The 
different dimensions of social and economiclife prove that these ideas are based on proper 


information support. The following strategy has been developed here in nutshell: 


e Corelation of facts to bridge gap 
e Coordination of ethics based on proper knowledge 
e Evaluation of facts to bridge knowledge gap 
e Critical study of the missing gaps and to develop a new approach 
The study of these missing links can help to look at these problems in an objective manner. 


Hence this approach has been developed here 


4.8. Subaltern approach 


In the subaltern approach history is evolved out of struggle. Basic factor is that once the 
other side which is exploited gets subaltern consciousness and fights against sthe system with 
regerous energy and effoerts. The struggle made by the Maratha state under Sambhaji both way 
against the religious and economic exploitation. The mogulas were converting people by force 
and also looting them economically. One Gangadhar Ranganath Kulkarni of Kasbe Harsool 
district Auranbabd was forcely converted to Islam. After five years in 1685 he repented and 
requested Sambhaji to allow him in Hindu reglion. (58) Sambhaji followed the policy of Shivaji 
and he was purified. This example amply testifies Sambhaji’s positive role to face conversion 
policy. He further while signing the pact with East India compnmay in the year 1684, had put a 


special article that britishers should not forcefully purchase and convet any person who is citizen 


of the state.” (59) These two examples amply show that Sambaji was conscious about both 
religious and economic cultural exploitation during the mogul period. The subaltern appaoch 


testified to Sambhaji bring two facts to the light 


e Sambhaji bravely fought the cultural invasion made by Aurangzed and he was 
able to withstand Maharshtradharma, which Saint Ramdas had advised him to 
follow it. 
e Sambhaji adopted a very tough policy to fight against the cultural exploitation 
made by English and Mogul in the Maratha state. 
Thus Sambhaji’s appaoch proves thsat he was dedicated and devoted to the cause of freedom and 
Hindvi Swaraj and he at every movment tried to be the champion of it. He became light liberator 


and protector of Maharaashtadharma like his father Chhatrapati Shivaji. 


Thus in the subaltern approach the basic nexus of the problem is the understanding of the 
exploration process. In the medieval period the Mogul rulers were continuously exploiting the 
local community. They were creating atmosphere for forced conversion towards Islam at one 
hand and on the other hand they were imposing taxes like Jijia on Hindus and other religious 
groups. There were strict regulations on conducting of fairs and festivals. Due to these straict 
rules the local people were largely handicapped amd they were always brought to difficulties. 
Here the majority local people were getting secondary treatment and they were not able to get 
respected treatment from the ruling class. Due to all these problems the local people were 
unhappy about the administrative system of the Moguls. The Maratha state was following more 
liberal, tolerant and sympathetic approach towards all sections of societies including the 
followers of Islam. When Portuguese were forcing antiliberal, anti Hindu state in religious and 
social life they were given strong protests . The explulsion of the local people by Moguls and 
Portuguese was not only economic but it was religious and cultural. In the sublturn studies what 
is more important is bridging the gap by understanding the subaltern consciousness. The 
Marahas were first in India to protect against the cultural explusion of the Moguls and 
Portuguese. In order to understand all these facts the subaltern approach was well developed in a 
newa angle. A toally new approach has been adopted here in this chapter to pin point the cultural 
approach in the medieval period. All these aspects have been critically studied and new light has 


been thrown on various aspects of the socio economic and cultural aspects of the period. The 


study of subalersrn consciousness has been conducted here for the first time to throw light on 
different dimensions of the socio economic and cultural life of the period. Hence this study is 


unique to pin point the neglected aspects of the public life. 


4.9. Summary 


Thus in this chapter a thoroughlight was shaded on social and economic life under 
Sambhaji. During his period 1689-89 was full of turmoils and conflicts. The mogula army had 
verually camped in Maharashtra. Aurangzeb wanted to give a full point to the Marathwa state. 
Sambhahji had shouldered the responsibility of protecting the Maratha people. In adverse 
conditions with no resources, no man power and no foreign help, Sambhaji fought against 
Portuguese and English men on one hand and Auragzed and his fellowmen on the other hand. It 
was tremendously chalensing task, but Sambhai was never shaken from his goals. He had 
dedication and devotion towards Maharshtradharma. Rightly proved by P.S.Joshi in his book 
Chhatapati Sambhaji it has been pointed that(60) Sambjaji’s adminsitiason was very sound 
efficient and alert. The fruit of this administration can be reflected in social cohesion and 
economic prosperity. The Maratha state was rich having resources manpower, well built army 
and nevy had all the capacities to fight against enemies to protect own subjects. Sambhjaji did it 
bravely having mission and vision to change the profile of the state. He was able to reconstsruct 
Maratha state and he was able to lead the people in the tempest to achieve the goals of Hindiv 


Swaraj. 


Thus in this chaper various processes of socio economic life were studied. A net work of 
various facts was corelaed properly to pin point different issues. The analysis made in this chaper 
has tried to project many neglected angles. The various aspects of the social and economic life 
were carefully noted and the proper correlation of facts was presented in the clean process. The 
careful and critical exploration of facts has led to examine different aspects in a new angle. A 
right and rational view point was kept in mind to throw light on the interrelated aspects of public 
life. The role of saints and prophets was significant enough to regulare the material life of the 
period. The villages were peaceful and progressive in the field of agriculture. The economic 


prosperity was based on high yield in agriculture. Sambhaji’s period witnessed drought situation. 


In the drought affedted areas every care was taken to protect the farmers’ economic life. The 
distressed and needy farmers were provided timely help to meet these challenges. In order to 
study all these problems there is a need to develop more balanced approach in balancing of social 
and economic history. Here every care was taken in this chapter to pin point many issues of 
controvarcy and delicate. The missing links were bridged by filling knowledge based on 


authentic evidences 


In the next chapter, light is throwun on religious and cultural Ifie. 
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RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL LIFE 


5.1. Introduction 


The manifestation of religious and cultural life depends on examination of sources related 
to segments related to the understanding of way of life as well as standard of living. There is a 
basic difference between customs and culture because when the external material life is recorded 
and adduced then internal values must be presented in the cultural area. In medieval India people 
were orthodox and traditional because they were following cultural values with Great Spirit and 


regour. 


The study of religious and cultural life is an important component in the medieval history 
because the life was mostly dominated by religious norms. Being a significant component in the 
medieval history, religion was attained significant value in the period. Especially the religious 
policy of Aurangzeb had created more complications in the western India. After the death of 
Shivaji the Great, the Maratha community was devastated and Sambhaji had to take important 
decisions for rearranging forces in a new angle. The new understanding of source material can 


help to throw light on medieval sources. 


In this chapter Sambhaji’s religious and cultural policy will be highlighted. Sambhaji’s 
sole efforts were to fight against the Islamic invasion of Mogul Empire Aurangzeb’s fanatic 
policies. In this chapter different aspects of cultural life of Sambhaji will be properly highlighted. 
It is true that social and cultural aspects are totally inseparable and they require an integrated 
approach. Hence in this chapter sociological viewpoint will be adopted for this study. Dr. Kamal 
Gokhale has rightly observed that though Aurangzeb had made a massive invasion on 
Maharashtra, people could sustain due to Maharashtra dharma policy of Shivaji, which Sambhaji 
continued rigorously. His energy on administrative affairs was voluminous, but he had never 
neglected religious matters during his period. (1) According to Shivde Sambhaji fought against 


Aurangzeb with full strength to protect Hindu religion and culture. (2) Thus we have to study 


Sambhaji’s religious and cultural policy in the context of Maharashtra dharma which was 


propagated by saints and prophets in the medieval Maharashtra. 


In this chapter Sambhaji’s religious policy will be examined on the basis of contemporary 
sources. Sambhaji’s policy was reply to the Aurangzeb’s policy. Sambhaji had assisted temples 
and mosques which were doing harmonious work. Further Sambhaji’s relations with Ramdas 
will also be studied. Ramdasa’s letter to Sambhaji amply testifies this phenomenon. Sambhaji 
had begun Shuddhi movement and those who were compulsorily compelled to convert to Islam 
after their request they were again purified and brought to Hindu religion. The example of Rango 
Bapuji Kulkarni of Kasbe Harsool in Aurangabad district has been cited as an example of 
Sambhaji’s broad based religious policy. He had helped many temples for their renovation as 
well as for their repairs. Grants were given for regularly lighting of lamps and worship in the 
shrine. In the Sambhaji’s period people were leading rich cultural life through fast, festivals, and 
fairs. They had quality means of entertainment. The ornaments, jewelry, costumes and coiffure, 
growth of literature, scholarly books and poetry can be recorded as a symbol of high water mark. 
Sambhaji himself was a Sanskrit scholar and had written a book “Budh Bhushanam” under the 


guidance of Keshav Pandit, his Guru. 


The period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji was (1680-89) was full of turbulence. After the death 
of Shivaji the Great, Sambhaji had to carry the legacy of well built Hindu state and he had ably 
continued this legacy with great courage and confluence. Sambhaji was ahead of his times both 


in policies and actions. 


Dr. Kamal Gokhale has rightly observed that in a short span of nine years, Sambhaji was 
always alert in administration. He was a sound and efficient administrator. The careful 
explorations of Sambhaji confidence amply support these arguments. (3) The study of the 
Sambhaji was based on peace and security. Religious tolerance and cultural unity was important 
character of the period. Sambhaji was brave and courageous but he was misguided by Poet 
Kalash, a Sanskrit scholar, is also a wrong conception. There are no evidences to endorse this. 


(4) 


On the contrary the Sanskrit sources on Sambhaji revealed that the poet Kalash was his 


friend, philosopher and guide. He had to suffer along with the King as his Amatya. He never 


compromised with the enemy. The qualities of Sambhaji which manifest hidden talent was full 
of creativity and courage, responsibility and righteousness, alertness and accuracy in 
administration as well as confidence can be testified at every stage of his administration.(5) Dr. 
P.S. Joshi has classified Sambhaji’s career in an interesting manner. According to him, “The war 
with which Chhatrapati Shivaji was against the Moguls since 1670 had not ended with the death 
of Shivaji. Therefore, it was continued by Sambhaji during the period of his reign (1680-1689 
AD) finally, in that war he was captured alive by the Moguls and Aurangzeb put him to a cruel 
death.” (6) Sambhaji had to fight from beginning to the end for the sake of Hinduri Sara. 


Thus Sambhaji was a genius ruler who had ably contributed for the problems of religion 
and culture. Here the period of decade of Sambhaji’s period was full of challenges. He not only 
maintained peace and security, but also he had protected Hindu religion and culture by 


safeguarding every minute of his life. 


Here in this chapter religious and cultural life of the period has been carefully presented. 
Many neglected aspects have been highlighted here for the first time and new facts have been 


brought to light about religious and cultural life of the period. 


It is true that the medieval social life was feudal and Sambhaji had to work under these 


circumstances which were prevailing throughout the medieval period. 


The real understanding of Sambhaji’s personality was made possible for the first time by 
Dr. Kamal Gokhale; earlier scholars like G.S. Sardesai, V.S. Bendre as well as Ranade and 
Phatak were also not able to examine Sambhaji properly. The study of social and cultural life 
under Sambhaji has been made here for the first time based on new sources and new ideas as 
well as new sociological perspective. Hence the following aspects have been neatly highlighted 


here. 


Good governance and effective administration leads to peace and prosperity. Chhatrapati 
Shivaji was known for his administrative abilities. In spite of drought and wars, Sambhaji had 


ably ruled the state. (7) 


It is true that the effective and sound administration of Sambhaji was based on the theory 


of welfare state. The royal seal of Chhatrapati Shivaji had focused mainly on “Mudra Bhatrate 


Rajte”. The seal of the state was to set welfare of the people.(8) Sambhaji had continued the 
policies of Shivaji which were based on social peace and cultural prosperity. Sarkar rightly 
pointed that “Shivaji was a greatest commendable genius that medieval India had ever 
produced.(9) This can be justifiably policies of Chhatrapati Sambhaji. In this chapter his social 


and cultural wisdom has been illustrated in the foregoing pages. 


Religious and cultural life during the period of Sambhaji was not far away from Shivaji’s 
policies and principles. He had followed the footprints of Shivaji, the Great and continued these 
progressive policies with great mission and vision. The entire administrative mechanism was 
geared up by Sambhaji to strengthen the peoples’ power. Sambhaji’s state was following the 
principles of Maharashtra dharma which was championed by Saint Ramdas and as reflected in 
Gurucharitra also. The growth of art, literature and culture during this decade was closely 
identical towards the policy guidelines provided by Shivaji. Dr. Balkrishna’s appreciation of 


Shivaji’s cultural plans can be closer to Sambhaji’s actions and deeds. 


In any period reglion and culture are closely related aspects. In medieval age of 17" 
century the period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji was mostly significant for upbringing cultural 
identity in the adverse condtions. As the Mogul power was imposing Islamic culture on India, it 
was inevitable that many segments of Indian society were not at all happy. Maharashtra was a 
major land which havae a sheet of awakening against these imbalances. The entire process was 
baed on awakening made by saints and prophets in the medieval period. The seeds of awakening 
were sown. The feeling of Maharashtra Dharma was cultured properly. After demise of Shivaji, 


Sambhaji had to protect thee values with great care and caution. 


In this chaper the religious and cultural life of the decade 1986-89 has been described on 
the bais of primary as well as secondary sources. The focus in this chaper is on understanding the 
cutlrual relevance of the period. The different divisions of religious and cultural life have been 
discussed in this chapter. The most challenging aspect of Sambhaji’s life and career was that he 
was able to overcome many difficulties soon after ascending the throne. He was able to clarify 
different issues neatly and he was able to set problems. Providing cultural identity and religious 


freedom was a major challenge before him. 


Hence he was right enough to foster new cultural values leading towards religious 


freedom in the area of Maharashtra at large. 


5.2. Aims of Hindavi Swaraj 


As rightly pointed by Jadunath Sarkar, Shivaji was greatest constructive genius that 
medieval India ever produced. This constructive policy of Shivaji has been reflected his concept 
of Hindavi Swarajya i.e. freedom of Indian state. Shivaji was able to understand the fact that 
India has to fight for setting its problems as a free nation. The Mogul king Aurangzeb was hitting 
the very existence of Indian culture and religion. Shivaji’s strong faith in tolerant and cohesive 
policy reveals in the letters and his actions during his rule. The period of Sambhaji was turbulent 


and he had to continue Shivaji’s policies in the same vigor and rigor. 


Chhatrapati Shivaji had established Hindavi Swarajya to bring all Indians under one 
umbrella. (10) Sambhaji had continued the policies of Shivaji the Great and he also tried to 
benefit of fruits of this states to all members of his state including Hindu, Muslim, Christians and 
others also. Shivaji had often pointed that do not touch the common people else they will curse 


you and feel bad. 


Every care was taken to avoid exploitation of the poor and downtrodden by the 
administration. In the state the policy of equality to all “Sarvabhuti Samtriti” was followed which 
was a cardinal principle of Hindu polity. V.K.Rajwade has edited sources of Maratha History 
and in the 8"" Volumes, in one of the letters it has been pointed that (11) Sambhaji through his 
letters and donations amply testified all the three aspects of good governance such as efficiency, 
speed in disposal and responsibility towards people. P.S.Joshi has appreciated Sambhaji’s 
administrative efficiency. (12) Shivaji’s emblem ended with three words Mudra Bhadrayate 
Rajte, which means the Sara aims to attain welfare of people.(13) The Marathas have rich 
administrative experience under Nizamshahi of Ahmednagar, and Adilshahi of Bijapur. This 
experience provided them vision for better administration. (14) Thus aim of Maratha Sara was 
welfare of the people. They tried to protect religion and culture in the adverse situation. Hence in 


this chapter his religious, cultural and all comprehensive catholic approach is mainly highlighted. 


Hindavi Swarajya’s oath was taken at Rohideshwar Shiva temple in Mawal province and 
Sambhaji continued rigorous efforts to promote the casue of the same. He captured Torna fort in 
1646 and toiled hard up to end of his life. The most of the period of his life up to 1674 went in 
struggle and conflict. However, after his coronation in 1674, he was able to fulfill the dreams of 
Hinduri Sara. Shivaji’s relentless and untiring efforts were responsible for coming of this Sara in 
to reality. Sambhaji had deep faith in the policy princi9ples of Sara and he made total sacrifice 


for it. 
The following five aims were on top priority from 1674 onwards: 


e To establish well developed administrative mechanism for establishing Hindavi 
Swaraj Sara. 

e To extend future welfare towards the people at large in South India from 
Karnataka to Tamilnadu. 

e To provide justice to the common men to provide them religious freedom. 

e To evolve a systematic network for the protection of Indian culture from the 
clutches of Moguls and other western invaders such as Portuguese and English. 

e To provide art, architecture, literature and culture in the western India for 
showing the fruits of freedom and Sara to all. 

To sum up, the sole aim of Hindavi Swaraj was Mudra Bhadratye Rajate — the state aims to 


attain welfare of the poor people. 


Thus all these discussions prove that the aim of Hindavi Swarajya was to attain maximum 
number of welfare of the people. Shivaji the Great had an effective Mudra stating that “Mudra 
Bhadrya Rajate” i.e. Royal seal aims to attain the welfe of the people. Sambhaji’s aim to 
establish and cultivate the higher ideas of the Hindavi Swarajya which also aimed to maintain the 
peace and glory as well as security and progress of the people. The entire discussion conducted 
here in this part has revealed that Swarajya was mainly establsiehd to solve basic problem of 
Rayat or poor people. After the fall of Bahamani dynasty the Maratha generals were working at 
different places in the fractions of Bahamani dynasty such as Adilshahi of Bijapur, Kutubshaji of 
Golkonda and adjacent dynasties. All these sub sections of the Bahamani dynastry were 


independent but they were not having any independent status. They were followers of Islamic 


religion. Shivaji revolted against this colonial approach of his father Shahaji and rejected to bow 
down before Adilshahi of Bijapur. Thus price had shown his liking for national identity. The cry 
of the Maratha ruler Shivaji was for freedom and nationalism. Many children had taken birth 
when Shivaji born at Shivneri, but the cry of Shivaji was in favour of freedom and independence. 
After getting Torna, Shivaji had defeated Afzalkhan and established his strength as a well 
planned ruler. After returning from Agra, Shivaji aimed to establish his independent state which 
he demanded that to establish this state with the will and pleasure of the people. On 6" June 1674 
after his coronation Shivaji had established his state and he tried to fulfill the decisions that he 
had taken at the time of the oath at Rohdeshwar, a Mahadeo temple in Malva province in Pune 


district. The aim of Hindavi Swarajya can be descried in the following five points: 


e To attain welfare of the Rayat 

e To promot the religion and culture of the people 

e To provide religious freedom of the people 

e To establish the welfare system for well being of subject 


e To provide justice and equality to all 


All these aims and objectives of the Hindavi Swarajya were aimed to fulfill in a systemaic 
manner so as to establish the Maratha state again on strong basis after death of Shivaji the great. 
He tried to shoulder the responsibility in more greater relevance to meet the future challenges to 


help poor people from their religious atrocities at the time. 


5.3. Religious policy: towards all religions: 


Sambhaji’s religious policy was in tune with Shivaji’s approach towards the other religions. 
Sambhaji have followed the foot prints of Shivaji the great. Moghul king Aurangazeb was on the 
head of the Maratha rules. He thought that it was the right time to face the Mogul challenge. The 


following aspects can be noted below. 


In ancient India religion is defined as a basic power of society. “Dharmatu dhonryat 
dharmai“was a definition of Dharma.(15) This concept of Indian “Dharma” was almost beyond 
of religion as a method of worship. It had also included professional ethics and ethics of a 
profession. Every profession had its dharma and norms of life. The true manifestation of way of 


life can be possible by understanding religious way of life of the period. Sambhaji’s religious 


policy must be examined on these lines. Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s religious policy was like that of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji, the Great. The state was helping both Hindus and Muslims as well as other 
different religions were treated equally. Sambhaji never made any difference between any group 
of religion or forum. In the medieval period religion was one of the dominant features of the 
social and cultural life. Hence every care was taken while treating different religions. Aurangzeb 
was fanatic and was a conservative Sunny sect follower, through which he hated non Islamic 
religions like Hinduism, Jainism and Christianity. (16) He aimed to transform India into Islamic 
nation. He felt that unless and until large scale Islamization is practice no social and economic 
rights can be guaranteed to local Kafirs, i.e. non Islamic community. (17) Aurangzeb banned in 
his court to use tikka as well as music and dance, which he felt was anti Islamic. He further 
banned renovation of Hindu temples. (18) By the orders of King Aurangzeb temples at Banaras, 
Mathura and Sorti Somnath were destroyed and Mazjids were contracted at the same place. 
Many of the Hindu officers were removed from the services and secondary treatment was given 
to them in the court. On 12" April 1679 Jijiya tax was taxed on Hindus. (19) At Prayag to take a 
sacred deep Hindus were charged six rupees and four annas for per one dip. Such taxes were also 
clamped on other thirthas. (20) There was a difference in taxation. Islamic trades were not taxed 
but Hindu traders had to pay 5% Chungi tax. (21) Conversation to Islam was appreciated by the 
state by providing concessions. In the property disputes if one becomes Islam, the entire property 
use to go in his favor. (22) To ride in a palanquin was banned, riding on horses and elephants 
was also taxed Further retaining of weapon was also not allowed. Every effort was made for 
Islamization of India. The pro-Islam policy of Aurangzeb received still resistance by the local 
communities. Among many local communities, Marathas were prominent to face Islamic 
invasion. Shivaji fought bravely with stalwart Mogul generals like Shahistekhan. The Marathas 
diplomatically surrendered few forts by the treaty of Purandar and Shivaji agreed to visit Agra. 


(23) Thus Shivaji proved his abilities by defeating Moguls in the crucial wars. 


Sambhaji’s text Budhbhushan has rightly illustrated various duties and responsibilities of 
King in the state craft and to look after his subjects and their religions was one of the prime 
duties of Kingship. Kautiliya’s Arthashastra was an important text that was base of Sambhaji’s 
understanding of the political system. Hence the religious organizations of the state such as Suni, 
Diya, Kosla and Dadla were well defined in the Sambhaji’s Hindavi Swaraj. In order to look at 


the welfare of the people, Sambhaji was respecting every religion, Hindu, Muslim or Christen. In 


the Sara both Hindu and Muslims were staying together happily to support the political system. 
Here Dr. Kamal Gokhale has illustrated some examples during the period of accession to thrown, 
Sambhaji received blessings from many saints and prophets. He had met Sadavarti Malhar 
Gosawi, a Saint at village Korti while travelling from Panhala to Fort Raigad. (24) On 25 
October, 1680 Sambhaji had darshan of Baba Yakub Awalia, a Fakir at Kelshi while going to 
Fort Raigad. (25) S.N.Joshi has given some illustrious records which revealed that Sambhaji was 
kind enough towards religious centers of learning. (Malhar Gosavi Sadavarti, was continued with 
some other Agrahar land grants for his scholarly activities. (26) To support local saints and 
prophets both Shivaji and Sambhaji had granted some lands to the local saints for continuing 
their charitable works. (27) Sambhaji also continued earlier scholarships and Inam grants 
towards religious places such as Chinchwad, Morgaon, Sajjangad and Chaphal. (28) This policy 
of Sambhaji was parallel in tune with his father’s policy. On 12" J anuary, 1683, Sambhaji had 
accorded consent to non grants for continuing religious rituals in Pune district. (29) Sambhaji 
had instructed his administrative officers not to disturb respected saint like Moreshwar Gosawi 
of Kare Pathar. Sambhaji directed them to take care, safety and security of this saint who was 


doing sacrifice for the betterment of people. (30) 


Sambhaji was knowing genius contribution made by saint Ramdas for the foundation of 
Maharashtra dharma. Along with a senior diplomat Ramchandrapant Amatya, Sambhaji had 
specially visited Sajjangad fort to have darshan of sacred saint Ramdas (31) At Chaphal Sriram 
Festival was regularly conducted from the period of Shivaji. Sambhaji not only continued it but 
also supported it. Sambhaji had issued many letters to celebrate the festival with pomp and glory 
as usual. (32) Minute instructions were given for continuing donations for lighting lamps and 
providing milk for festivals.(33) One Islamic solider had purchased a cow at Karwar and 
sloughed her to meet his hunger. When Sambhaji received this news he had hanged the alleged 
solider for this crime. (34) At village Navalgund near Darwar there were no temples for worship. 
Sambhaji had written a letter to construct a temple and to provide facilities for worship of local 


deities. (35) The various aspects of Sambhaji’s religious policy can be neatly examined. 


The religious policy of Chhatrapati Sambhaji was pro Hindu but it was not against 
Muslims or Christians. He was at equal distance with all the religions and cults. The line of 


principles he followed with these religions and spiritual heads was the same as was being 


followed by his father Shivaji, the Great. His association with Ramdas and Baba Yakub amply 
testify the same. The basic contribution of Sambhaji was in setting the religious problems on top 
and following the same in a systematic manner. Like Shivaji, Sambhaji was able to illustrate his 
policies on broader and catholic lines. His policies were wide, all comprehensive and liberal 
enough to accommodate all castes and creeds as well as different religions at par equal. This has 


been exemplified on the basis of authentic source material. . 


5.4. Aspects of cultural life: 


Culture is a manifestation of various aspects of human life such as arts, crafts, customs, 
tradition broblems and ovrall behavior of the people. All these aspects can be very well 


illustrated on the basis of evidences available in the period of study. 


Hence cutlrual life can be portrayed on the basis of these aspects webbed on the canvass of the 
period under discussion. Hence this part of the research is based on colletion of facts in a 
systematic manner. All these aspets have been explained in this chaper. These aspects are closely 
relaed to each other. They include both material culture as well as spiritual upbringing of life. 
The cultural life includes different aspects such as fairs, festivals and the cutlrual awakening 
promoted by saints and prophets in the period. The study of cultural life mainly reflects the way 
of life of the people at large. The role played by king and his ministers also include district 


approaches followed and practiced by the ruling class. 


Culture denotes of customs, traditions, art crafts and behavior of the people. There is a 
basic difference between civilization and culture. One is related to the material one and the other 
is related to values and eternal spiritual uplifting of mankind. While understanding facets of 
cultural life we have to review various aspects and angles together. Hence medieval progress as 
well as spiritual values can be examined here in a systematic manner. A new approach can be 


developed to explore these aspects effectively. 


The social and cultural life of medieval period cannot be separated from each other. The 
health and security of the state had led to peace and prosperity and due to this stability there was 


a systematic development of rich cultural life. 


Culture has been defined as a prime force of customs, traditions, and behavior as well as 
habits and art craft during the period. The medieval cultural life during the period of Sambhaji 
was well developed. Sambhaji had very well followed the footsteps of Shivaji the great. The 
sound economy was also an important factor responsible for rich and balanced development of 
cultural life. Both culture and communication was well developed and the root cause behind this 
was the policy of the state which was tolerant and catholic towards all religions and cults. The 
synthesis of cultural life was identified and well protected. About scholarly attitude of Sambhaji 
V.S.Bendre has observed that Sambhaji was well read in the fields of Sanskrit poetry, religious 
literature and archery. His expertise in the field of ethics was always appreciated by the people. 
(36) Sambhaji in his works like Budhbushnam has tackled subjects like poetry, metaphysics, and 
science of aesthetics. (37) This led to the cultural development of the state. P.S.Joshi has rightly 
highlighted cultural policy of Sambhaji. He has pointed that “Chhatrapati Sambhaji, his 
ministers and officers took interest in supporting the cultural and religious activity in the Sara. 
They also honored and encouraged learning in the Sara by granting lands, grains, and money to 
the scholars.” (38) Culture is both material and spiritual way of life. There must be close 
similarity between theory and action. (39) According to P.G/Sahastrabudhe culture is something 
value based, humane and distinctly related to way of life. (40) Sambhaji’s cultural policy was in 


tune with this principle. 
Ornaments: 


Both gents and ladies used well developed ornaments. Gents used Kantha , Bajudandha ,, 
Sirpech etc.” (41) Ladies were using ornaments such as Kuyari, Karnaphule, and Mangalsutra 
etc. (42) Thus life during Sambhaji’s period was rich and well developed Like Hindus Muslims 


also used ornaments of their test as per their social and economic status. 


Festivals: Hindu’s festivals in the Sambhaji’s state were celebrated with pomp and glory. 
B.S.Sawant has given examples of Gudhi Padva, Pola, Holi, Dasra, Diwali, Makar Sankrant, and 
Vasant Panchami as well as Ram Navmi and Krishna Astami etc. (43) People were participating 
on large scale in these festival. Sara had ample freedom in comparison to Mogulai, the area ruled 
by Moguls. People were exchanging good will gestures while meeting each other and in these 
festivals they were preparing Puran Poli and other sweets, closely akin to local culture, and food 


products. 


Means of entertainment: 


Means of entertainment symbolize cultural status. In the medieval period, fairs and Jatras 
were regularly held and citizens of all age group were participating in these groups. There were 
Vidhushak, dancers, serpent players, Garudi, magicians. Further, bullock cart races and wrestling 
competitions were organized. The female dancers were also popular in Tamasha or Loknatya, 


known as Vag in those days. (44) 
Thus, these were popular means of entertainment during Sambhaji’s period. 
Costumes and Coiffeur 


Males and females were using different dresses of their choice and test as per their 
economic status. Rich people were using high quality textiles, while poor were using simple 
cotton cloth. Male were using Dhotar and Kurta, while female were using nine yard sadi, and 
choli. Pitambar was used while performing religious rituals. There were different modes and 
methods while using sari as per their manners, etiquettes and social norms. (45) Male and female 
were using shoes and chapple as their status. Shoes were known as Joda and ladies were using 
Payposh. The Jodas were prepared of high quality skin and they were also decorated with warm 
Reshmi textile (46) The hair style was also a an important character. Different hair styles were in 
practice Women was using Ambada, a soft rope, and they were putting high quality ornaments 


and oven flowers with them. 


A.R.Kulkarni has rightly observed that village as a unit was happy and pleasant in 
nutshell. The village as a unit was witnessing religious cohesion and harmony. Equally cultural 
life was also highly elevated and equally sophisticated. It was based on moral and spiritual 
values. The Sanskaras of saints and prophets were infusing village life in a positive angle. The 
political security and economic prosperity leads to cultural cohesion and harmony. Sambhaji’s 
period of decade was responsible for providing social security. In spite of continuous threat of 
foreign attacks in the period, there was well cultural identity through art, architecture and 
literature. The socio cultural reality was ably understood by Sambhaji and he was a able to fight 
with the odd situation. His constant and continuous efforts were responsible for well tuned 


cultural life. The art work, literature and architectural creations amply testify the social cohesion 


and cultural realities. The social realities and cultural creations were part of social dynamics and 


the entire state witnessed a good watermark in the field of art, architecture and literature. 


All these aspetgs of cutlrual life manifest the elevation of public life both in the areas of 
material life and spiritual awaking. The highly developed standard of living as well as elevation 
of value conscious life is mainly part of cultural life . The cutlrual richness is a denominator of 
the all round progressof the period. In the periof of Sambhaji a new outlook in the arena of 
cultural life was developed. The cultural identity and pride is based on social consiciousness 
developed in the period. Hence all these angles are significant to throw light on different aspecs 
and their corelaion. This level of correlation was examined in this part and following facts can be 


noted: 


e The cutlrual life of the period of Sambhaji was rich 
e People were value conscious and they were leding moral life. 
e Equal treatment was given to bothHindus, Muslims and other communities while 


protecting the temples and mosques. 


Thus all these aspects have been very well explained in this exploration. The overall society was 


value conscious and based on cultural pride. 
5.5. Arts and literature: 


Prosperity and stability of the period leads towards development of fine arts, and 
literature in abundance. When King himself is creative enough to produce high quality literary 
works, the society also undergoes through such creative activities. Art is nothing but application 
of knowledge to the real life. The matured culture is reflected through viable forms of expression 
while understanding facets of arts and literature. In the Sambhaji’s period scholarship, education 
etc. was provided and art as well as architecture could develop in spite of Mogul attacks on the 


state. 


Koyaji son of Shahaji was a Sanskrit scholar. King Venkoji Bhosle of Tanjawar in 
Tamilnadu was also a Sanskrit scholar. Later rulers of Tanjawar have also produced high quality 
Sanskrit literature and plays in Marathi. These contributions are available in Sarasawati Library 


of Tanjawar (47) Sambhaji himself was a Sanskrit scholar, poet and literary man. His book 


Budhbhushan amply testifies this phenomenon. As a scholar and a creative writer Sambhaji was 
respecting scholarly persons during the period. Like his grandfather Shahaji — Sambhaji had also 
reflected respect and reverence toward the Sanskrit scholars at the time. It is true that Sambhaji’s 
respect towards Kavi Kalasha was based on these lines. Sambhaji’s book Budh Bhushanam 
reveals numerous aspects of life beyond polity, and it proves all comprehensive, broad approach 


of Chhatrapati Sambhaji towards cultural life. (48) 


The poet Kalasha who was a close advisor and diplomat in the court of Sambhaji was 
holding the position of minister in the court of Sambhaji. His abilities as a genius scholar proved 
that Sambhaji like his grandfather Shahaji was always in the company of classical Sanskrit 
scholars. Some people have wrongly interpreted Kalash as secret spy of Aurangzeb but this is 
baseless. He was very close to Sambhaji and loyal to him. He shared Sambhaji’s social and 
cultural life and he also suffered like him while fighting against Moguls. Sambhaji fought 
against his own Shirke relatives who were trying to bring Kalash in difficulties. It is a example of 


Sambhaji’s faith and loyalty in his friendship. (49) 


The close circle around him which was included in Asthapradhan Mandal reveal that 
Sambhaji was always seeking practice advice from the Ministers of high repute. Sambhaji was 
discussing various issues and problems with these ministers during crucial times. The advice of 


ministers was respected and carefully examined at every movement of decision making. 


The progress in the field of art, architecture and literature depends on peace, stability and 
security. Sambhaji was able to provide security in the state due to his alertness and 
administrative efficiency. His performance in the field of art and architecture was well up to 
mark. The different structures of the period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s period reveal quality in its 
structures and monuments. M.S. Mate’s work on Maratha archival has illustrated some 
interesting examples like that of Deshpande’s wada,. Sambhaji was able to reset and reestablish 
Ashrams on some local rivers in Solapur district at Mohol. To sum up efforts made by 


Chhatrapati Sambhaji can be reviewed in the following five areas: 


- Sambhaji provided renovation of Hindu temples at religious places during his 


period. Good number of examples is available to illustrate these examples. 


- Sambhaji had a system to repair forts. He could repair some forts in a shortest 
time when he was fighting against Portuguese invasion. 
- Sambhaji continued Shivaji’s policy regarding storage of water. His systematic 
efforts were responsible for the construction and repair of small and medium 
water tanks, when the state was undergoing water shortage. 
- Sambhaji’s generals and his high class diplomats constructed their Wadas and 
homes safe and secure for their stay. The house of Desai in Sangameshwar in 
Konkan was well built and strong enough for protection of the residents. Houses 
in Kolhapur and Satara were best examples of this type. 
- Educational centers in the state were supplied by the state by giving them grants 
for their successful efficient operations. The Mathas at Sajjangad established by 
Saint Ramdas and Chaphal and Baba Yakub’s sacred center at Kelshi were 
helped a great deal for their effective operations by granting them funds in the 
form of Agrahar villages and mathas. 
Thus Chhatrapati Sambhaji made serious efforts to provide art, architecture and literature. He 
was responsible for promoting Sanskrit literature during his tenure. Like his grandfather 
Chhatrapati Shahaji he was able to maintain harmonious relations with Sanskrit scholars and 


could seek inspiration from Kavi Kalash, Keshav Pandit etc. 


5.6. Sambhaji’s approach to conversion and Shuddhi movement: 


In the Sambhaji’s period Moghal and Portuguese invaders were in a mood to attack and 
capture parts of Maharashtra. This conquest was not only political but it was also religious. The 
contemporary religious conversion was a serious issue and people were conscious about the 
issue. They were informing the state about the complex problems and they were expecting stern 


action in this matter. The steps undertaken by Sambhaji were important to turn wheel of the time. 


All these facts can be examined on the basis of the few evidences and documention of 
sources. A careful and critical understanding of correspondence in the period is required to pin 
point the problem. Few case studies can be provided and a new angle can be traced hee to look at 
the problem in a systematic manner. Thus all these aspecs can be very well examined and 


illustrated here. 


Sambhaji was realistic and objective in his deliberations. Especially in the field of 
religion, in medieval period forced conversion was an inevitable fact. In the Sara of Shivaji and 
Sambhaji, such conversions were not allowed. Few episodes reveled that Sambhaji had corrected 
such conversions. This was an answer to the Mogul King Aurangzeb’s policy of forced 
conversion. . The socio religious policy of Sambhaji was mostly balanced and was all 
comprehensive. His religious policy was in favor of Hindus, but it was not against Muslims. His 


approach was realistic and corrective. 


English, Portuguese and Moguls were committing religious atrocities and they were 
forcefully converting forcefully local people towards their religion. Sambhaji was very much 
conscious about religious injustice and atrocities on local people. He was always against of 
forced conversion. During this period Mogul rulers were forcefully converting local people 
towards Islamic religion. In many cases Sambhaji had rescued these force converts. Some 
examples and cases can be illustrated to throw light on his religious policy. He not only put a 
strong resistance against conversion, but produced logical theory of Suddhi or purification of 
religious converts. Sambhaji’s approach to conversion was well thought, advanced as well as 
progressive in the context of new age of the medieval period. While appreciating this policy 
P.S.Joshi has observed that “Thus Sambhaji continued the liberal policy of Chhatrapati Shivaji of 
converting to Hinduism and the Hindus who were forcibly converted to Islam.” (50) The case of 
conversion of Gangadhar Raghunath Kulkarni of Kasbe Harsool, in Aurangabad district is an 
unique episode which occurred during the Sambhaji’s period. He had fallen prey to forceful 
conversion to Islam, later on repented and went to Raigad fort to meet Sambhaji and requested 
him to grant Shuddhi to enter in again in Hindu religion. (51) After Prayachit repentance and 
confession, Shuddhi was granted to this Brahmin. Gokhale has argued that Sambhaji might have 
taken such many progressive decision during his career (52) Further Sambhaji had paid attention 


for the settlement of life of those reconverted Hindus for their safety and security. 


There are many examples of renovation of Hindu temples which Sambhaji had given 
priority. P.S. Joshi has observed that “The Mogul army devastated the territory of Torgal and 
Navalgund of the Dharwad district in 1684. As it had also destroyed Hindu temples in that area, 
Lakhaava Lingappa Desai of Mamle Torgal requested the officer of Kasba Navalgund to 


construct temples. Therefore, that officer gave an inam to Venkatibhat Kashinathbhat 


Varanashikar and arranged for the construction of a temple at Navalgund.” (53) Thus it is clear 
that Sambhaji was having a very progressive approach to bring in the converted Hindus back to 


their religion. Further he had paid due importance for the renovation of temples. 


Though Muslims were not in sizable number in the state of Sambhaji, yet Sambhaji had 
tried to support their safety and security in the state. On one side he respected Muslim saints and 
prophets and on the other side he had appointed able Muslim soildors and generals on respected 
high positions. Sambhaji’s catholic approach towards Muslims has been appreciated by 
historians like Dr. Kamal Gokhale, Dr. Sadashiv Shivde etc. The role, relevance and effectivity 
of this policy can be illustrated from the example of Sambhaji and Baba Yakub relationship. In 
order to get peace and solace in the hurried and hectic life, Sambhaji had spent almost a week 
with this place. He could get spiritual satisfaction when he stayed at Kelshi in Satara district. The 
Maratha king was not fanatic, neither he was one sided and having malice towards Muslims. He 
had equally good relationship with Muslims and they felt secure in his states. Thus Sambhaji’s 


policy towards Muslims was equally appreciable like that of Shivaji the Great. 


Thus Sambhaji treated the issues of conversion seriously. He adopted a liberal policy to 
tackle the issue. He solved the proelm of Rango Bapu Kulkarni of Kasbe Harsul who had fallen 
a pray to conversion. He was not only allowed to come back to the Hindu religion, but his entry 
was confirmed by endorsing his coming back to Hindu religion. As the state took a keen interest 
in the matter, the positive message was given to the entire state. The study of the issue in Kasbe 
Harsul has been studied by Kamal Gokhale on the basis of archiological material and she has 
rightly observed that Sambhaji’s approach was rational, liberal and catholic enough to takle the 
problem. The entire phenomenon reveals that Sambhaji had a clear cut and well developed 
policy of Shuddhi of converts. He also provided religious heads to support is policies. By 
looking into the serious issues carefully Sambhaji was able to resovle the crisis carefully. His 
overall new approach towards the problem of conversion was objective, realistic and clear cut as 
well. A critical analysis of all these facts truly manifested the cultural life of the period. These 
aspects provide us a more clear and more objective picture about the problem of conversion 


tackled by Sambhaji in his period. 


5.7. Tolerant approach towards Muslims: 


Chhatrapati Shivaji’s period Kazi Haldar was a Muslim personnel. Shivaji respected the 
Muslim spiritual guru and respected their Holy Quran. Sambhaji also followed the traditionof 


Shivaji, the great. Hindu and Muslims were treaed as two wheels of the state chariot. 


Hindu and Muslims were the two eys right and left of the stte. They were equally 
respected by Chhatrapati Sambhaji effectively. The diversity of the society and religion both 
were maintained properly. Sambhaji’s policies were rationale and catholic. He visied Balu 
Yakub’s center at Kelshi and styed their for few days for spirititual awakening. The entire 
process of involving, persuading and transforming people was made by Sambhaji effectively. 
The minority muslim community was not kept away from the entire rprocess. All these minority 
communtieis were given full scope for its development in the all round manner. These 
dimensions were correlated to each other and muslim saintsa and prophets were equally 


respected and rewarded by the state. 


The socio cultural awakening of the Muslim saints and prophets were ideniffied by the 
king himself. Like Chhatrapati Shivaji, Sambhaji had also explained all the potentials for the 
respet and welfare of the people. All these aspects must be carefully examined in a systemaic 
manner. Hence every care has been taken in this chapter to correlate theory and practice rearding 
the welfarae of the Muslim community. The spiritural gurus were respected and their spiritual 
height was well respected. The events regarding the visit of Chhatrapati Sambhaji towards the 
centrs of spiritual awakening in the Hindavi Swarajya reveled the well and catholic approach of 


the state. 


Sambhaji and Ramdas relations can be explained in new angle with new evidences. Saint 
Ramdas had written letters to Sambhaji for guiding him in a crucial time. After accession to 
power Sambhaji’s condition was like Arjuna in Mahabharata war, yet Sambhaji was able to 
overcome these complexities to proper guidelines he had received from Saint Ramdas, his 
Spiritual Guru. Sambhaji was able to establish Maharashtra dharma due to inspiration by Saint 
Ramdas. The entire Maharashtra owes a great deal to Ramdas, because he had contributed 


Dasbodha, a political treatise as well as his letters to Sambhaji. 


Sambhaji treated Muslims or minority community as equal citizen in the state. Like 


Aurangzeb he never treated them as Muslims. On the contrary, he had respected Muslim saints 


and prophets. Like his father Baba Yakub, a learned spiritual scholar was not only respected but 
supported by providing grants and concessions towards the religious centers, mosques and 
Masjids. The study of some important decisions taken by Sambhaji can be well elucidated and 
properly highlighted here. Sambhaji’s papers have described his visit to Baba Yakub of Yelsi 
and grants given for his spiritual seat of learning. In the archival references it has been pointed 
that Sambhaji stayed at Elshi for 8 days. He reached Kelshi on 19-10-1680 and he returned from 
that place on dated 25-10-1680. (54) 


Muslims were small in number in Sambhaji’s state. They were performing their 
professions honestly and feeding with dedication. All these decisions taken by Sambhaji were 
pragmatic as well as progressive in all respects. Many of them were enjoying good positions in 
army, artillery and navy. According to Shivde Sambhaji continued policy of Shivaji honestly and 
sincerely. In the navy of Sambhaji important persons like Daulatkhan, Kawaji Mohd. Siddi 


Mistri and Janoji Furzon etc. were Muslim officers performing their duties righteously. (55) 


Thus Muslims were leading safe secure and peaceful life during Sambhaji’s period. They 
were participating in a constructive manner for rebuilding of Hindavi Swaraj. Though Sambhaji 
favored Hindus, he never neglected, or insulted Muslim as a part of social component. His equal 


tolerant and catholic approach was a step forward like Shivaji, the Great. 


5.8. Sambhaji — Ramdas relations: 


The study of Sambhaji Ramdas relations reveled that Sambhaji had tremendous respect 
towards saint Ramdas. After death of Shivaji the great, Ramdas wrote a lettr to Sambhaji 
making him alert about the prevailing conditions around him. He appealed Sambhaji to expresss 
his bravery and valor in such a way that he has to play an important role in the problem of 
Swarajya. He further pointed that the protection of Maharashtra Dharma was the responsibility of 
the state. He described “Mantra” to all who belonged to Maharashtra. All the Marathi spseaking 
community was included in Maratha community. The pride of the Maratha people must be 
reflecedin Maharashtra Dharma as it was activated by Shivaji the great. He further called people 
to remember the glory as well as ideals provided by genius ruler. His insight was perfect and was 


influsenced by the gresat saints and prophets of the land. Ramdas further called his people to 


follow the same in a systematic manner. Ramdas in his book Sasbodh had described the political, 
social as well as economic conditions of the times. His ideal philosophy was based on Hindu 
religion and culture. He wanted to protect it from the invasion of Aurangzeb . He described the 


mogul king as Aurangya papi and the same couplet can be noted below: 
Budala Aurangya Papi 

Mlench Sanhar Zahala 

Udand Jahale Pani 

Snan Sandhya Karawaya 


was described my Ramdas after the fulfillment of Swarajaya. It was based on values and 
principles of good governance nurtured in the period. He had further appealed the people at large 


to follow all the objectives and ideals to fulfill the dream of Swarajya in the period. 


Sambhaji’s relations with Muslims were catholic and liberal. He had always inspired true 
followers of Islamic religion. Though Aurangzeb’s policy towards Hindus was negative, yet 
Sambhaji never behaved in the same manner. He had evolved a more objective policy. The way 
in which he looked at forced conversion, can be appreciated. He had handled the problems of 
forced conversion of Kasbe Harsool in a very objective manner. He set forth a new ideal by 


doing so. 


Chhatrapati Sambhaji respected saint Ramdas and was seeking his significant and 
diplomatic advice at every crucial stage. The famous letter of Ramdas written to Sambhaji after 
the death of his father Shivaji, the Great, illustrates his theory and appreciable advice. Ramdas 
felt that he must follow the footsteps of his father for establishing of Maharashtra dharma. He 
felt that all Marathas must be united together for cherishing the dream of Maharashtra dharma 
for the betterment of further generation. (56) He further appealed Sambhaji to seek lessons of 
bravery from Shivaji, the Great and he expected strokes of bravery in such a way that shaken 
from roots. Sambhaji’s every decision was based on this diplomatic advice of Saint Ramdas. The 
way in which Sambhaji has fought against the Mogul army, must be appreciated because these 
reactions and responses were based on the able and diplomatic advice of Ramdas and his treatise 


“Dasbodha” (57) 


S.K.Altekar has given detailed information about Ramdas’s letters to Sambhaji which 
contained useful advice given by the saint to the ruler. (58) More and better evidences are 
available to support Sambhaji Ramdas visit and deliberations among them. Sambhaji had cared 
and helped for the renovation of Ramdashi Mathas during his life time. In 1678, Sambhaji had 
met Ramdas on Sajjangad (59) However, evidences do not speak about this visit, but it is a clear 
reference that Sambhaji had met Ramdas at the time, when Shivaji had visited Sajjangad after 
coronation along with his all royal queens and paraphernia. (60) After getting power on the 
thrown, Sambhaji had met Ramdas along with senior diplomat Ramchandrapant Amatya in the 
month of Jestha. (61) The grants given by Shivaji for religious rituals known as Moin were 
continued by Sambhaji in 1680. (62) Annaji Datto minister of Shivaji had given village Wakurdi 
for maintenance of Hanuman festival at Chaphal and Sambhaji continued the same by endorsing 


the same grant. (63) 


Thus the above sources speak a great deal about Sambhaji Ramdas relations and the 
support granted by Sambhaji for the religious and spiritual work conducted by Ramdas for the 
betterment of Hindavi Swarajya. Thus Sambhaji Ramdas relations form a significant chapter in 


the religious and cultural life of Sambhaji. 


Dr. Appasaheb Pawar, a senior researcher and former Vice-Chancellor of Shivaji University, 
Kolhapur has written an extensive paper on Shivaji-Ramdas relations, but up till now nobody has 
studied Sambhaji-Ramdas relations. There are three important facts which can be brought to light 
hereafter careful explorations of the subject. These observations are based on careful exploration 


of archives as well as study of literature available in the religious centers. 


e Sambhaji had met Ramdas three times. First he met him after accession on the 
throne. Secondly he had met Ramdas at Sajjangad and Chaphal. Ramdas 
respected goals and objects of Sambhaji and he had inspired Saint Ramdas and 
his works. 

e Sambhaji continued grants given for Mathas at Sajjangad and Chaphal. The 
symbolic respect of Sambhaji towards the Maharashtra dharma can be witnessed 


through the examples of their evidences. 


e Ramdas’s letter to Sambhaji is famous. It had serious reflections, philosophical 
interactions. The way in which Ramdas had advised Sambhaji is based on Hindu 
polity. Ramdas had previously witnessed Shivaji’s policies and he inspired 


Sambhaji to face new challenges in a realistic manner. 


5.9. Sociological analysis: 


A careful sociological analysis of the religious conditions prevailing the period of Sambhaji 


brings to us to understand the following points: 


e Sambhaji was able to understand various socio religious pressures due to the 
contemporary conditions. Mogul king Aurangzeb and his men were 
forcefully converting Non-Islamic religion people to Islamic religion. 
Sambhaji put a full stop to this. 

e During the period of Sambhaji Hindu and Muslims were staying together in 
harmony because state was in favor of religious feelings of the people. The 
state had equality treated both Hindu and Muslim saints and prophets. 

e The socio cultural atmosphere during the period of Sambhaji was cordial and 
friendly to each other because the state was always looking in to the welfare 
of the people. Sambhaji’s policies were based on balanced thinking and 
welfare of all. 

e “Mudra Bhadrate Rajate” was the policy of Shivaji the Great and Sambhaji 
was following the same in an interesting manner with little changes suitable 
for local conditions. The maximum welfare of the all was the real policy of 
the state. 

The period of Sambhaji was full of turmoil and crisis. In this period following facts can be 


presented: 


e Sambhaji was able to face Mogul invasion because entire society was 
supporting him. 
e The religion and culture as a learning force was carefully handled by 


Sambhaji. 


e Sambhaji had treated Hindus and Muslims equally, because he knew that 
social peace is required for national progress. 

e Cultural life during Sambhaji’s period was rich and varied because he had 
shaped this period. 

e Sambhaji was seeking inspiration from saints like Ramdas who had provided 
new vision to him. 

e The socio cultural interaction in the decade was creative and innovative. 

e The sociological phenomenon of the period was based on cultural effluence. 

e The cultural development of the period was possible on the basis of struggle 
and conflict witnessed by the people in the decade of turmoil. 


The sociological analysis thus throws light on the following facts: 


e Social prosperity was the major force behind the success of Sambhaji’s 

period. 

e Social unity and harmony was responsible for tremendous achievement of the 

period. 

The sociological analysis of Sambhaji’s policies reveals some more interesting facts. 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji was able to draw strength from different cross sections of Indian society in 
Maharashtra. He was able to strengthen Hinduri Sara by correlating saints and prophets. Their 
spiritual power was used properly for seeking strength of the ruler and society. The letter of Saint 
Ramdas to Sambhaji is a best example of such interaction. These dialogues were highly spiritual 
and they had a philosophical base. The states requires energy from such centers which were 
developed by saints and prophets in a ;dedicated manner. Justice M.G.Ranade has evolved a 
wider theoretical frame while appreciating the role played by Maratha saints and prophets in the 
process of social awakening leading towards a total renaissance. The period of Shivaji witnessed 
what one may call the beginning of the process of nation building. Sambhaji continued this 


policy by correlating different social forces together in a coordinated manner. 


The sociological analysis about the religion and cultural life of the decade has been provided 
here in this study. The following important aspects can be described as energy facts about the 


religion and cultural life of the period 


e Unity in diversity was an important character of the character of the period and the divine 
culturl traits were well protected. 

e There was social interaction and assimilation among small groups. The various sections 
and cross sections in society stayed together peacefully and enjoyed the cultural life. 

e The fairs and festivals were centers of cultural life and they had well developed aspects 
of cultural vanity. All the fairs and festivals were based on previous traditions. 

e The traditional folk arts were based on oral tradition which were followed by generations 

e The cutlrual life was manifested through art, architecture and paintings which were 
manifested in the end of the 17" century in medieval India. 

e Thus all these apsecs can be highlighted as sociological features of the cultural life during 


the period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji. 


5.9. Pros and cons of religious policy: 


The cultural diversity along with the pride in the Hindutwa was essence of thecultural life. 
Hindavi Swarajya aimed to prorect the culture of the people. Hence all the efofrsts were made to 


protect the culture 


e Faith in the religion 

e Confidence in the Hindutwa 

e Frddom to all religions 

e No taxes on religious gathering 


e No distinction among communities on the grounds of religion. 


All these were some of the prominent aspects of the cultural life. The following were the 


limitations 


e The clear policy towards the western places was not there 


e The Portuguese and English were supporting communalism. 


e The Aurangazeb’s religious policy was contradiced by Shivaji by writing letter but 
Sambhaji had not done so. In the period of Shivaji he had found moguls for few days. 
This had tarnished his designs. However the policy of Sambhahji in the later period was 
perfet and sound. It was well designed on the basis of Maharashtra Dharma. The letter 
written by Ramdas amply tesfiies the same. Thus all these aspects provide us aa clue and 


view point to look at the research problem. 


5.10. Summary: 


Medieval Deccan during Chhatrapati Shivaji and Sambhaji was facing attacks on 
religious freedom and hence the state had to undertake necessary steps for meeting different 
challenges in a systematic manner. The control on religious and cultural life was a matter of state 
policy. However, sincere efforts were made by state to set balance between Hindu and Muslim 
religious communities. Equal treatment was given to both of them and no distinction was made 
on the basis of religious following. Temples and mosques were given equal and sizable grants for 
performing religious duties. Every care was taken to light lamps at sacred places regularly. Land, 
endowments or Agrahar were given to the institutions, who were providing education to the 
needy people. Due to such efforts socio religious education was also supported as a part of 


cultural prosperity of life. 


Thus in this chapter religious and culture life during the period of Sambhaji was carefully 
studied. The facets of his policy were studied in the context of Hindavi Swaraj. A critical study 
of religious and cultural life during the period of Sambhaji was explained. There was peace and 
glory in the state due to law and order situation rightly controlled by the state. The equal 
opportunity and freedom to all religions was a righteous policy of Sambhaji and he had sternly 
implemented this policy in a systematic manner. He allowed purification process in respect of 
forcefully converted persons. Mr. Kulkarni of Kasbe Harsool who was forcefully converted as 
Muslim was allowed to entry in Hindu religion after purification by Sambhaji. All such cases can 
be treated as an ideal test case of the period of Sambhaji. Dr. Kamal Gokhale has rightly pointed 
that the efforts made by Sambhaji to protect the interests of exploited people who were victims to 
the religious atrocities of Mogul state. The wide and comprehensive plans of Chhatrapati 


Sambhaji were mostly all inclusive. He had respected religious feelings of non Hindu 


communities in his state. Like Moguls he also foiled religious atrocities caused by Portuguese in 
Goa. Study of all these policies revealed that Sambhaji was balanced and catholic enough in 


religious and cultural policies. 


Thus in this chapter aspects of religious and cultural life were explained together in a 
relevant manner. The new dimension of sociological analysis was mainly explained in this 
chapter. The different aspects such as aims, objects of Hinduri Sara, new aspects of religious and 
cultural life were properly highlighted. In this connection progress in the fields of arts, and 
literatures was specifically highlighted. Sambhaji’s smooth relationship with Muslims was 
specially understand and Sambhaji Ramdas relationship was also specifically examined. The 
whole explanation is based on sociological explorations conducted here, which is the nexus of 


this study. 


Thus finally we can state that social and cultural aspects are inseparable. We have to 


understand these facts in a unique angle, which is sociological. 


This in this chapter various aspects of cultural life were explained in an interesting 
manner. A new perspective was developed to look at the problem. The arrangements mad by 
Sambhaji have been developed here. The cultural process of Maharasshtra Dharma ws ell 
explained throughout the chapter. All these aspects have been properly highlighted here. The 
study of various social features of cultural life was a successful phenomenon completed here . In 


the next chapter Sambhaji’s contribution to Hindavi Swaraja has been highlighted properly. 


In the next chapter contribution of Sambhaji for the establishment of Hinduri Sara has 


been discussed properly. 
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SAMBHAJI AND STRENGTHENING OF HINDAVI SWARAJ 
6.1. Introduction: 


Hindavi Swarajya means the own free state demanded by people. While taking oath at 
Rohideshwaar, Shivaji had stated that to develop state is the mind of “Shri” i.e. Ganesh. The 
spiritual base of Hindavi swarajya was truly emboded by the original designs and objectives 
envisaged by Chhatrapati Shivaji, the Great. Chhatrapati Sambhaji had continued the same spirit 
effectively. He had proceeded further to fulfil these objectives. In this chapter Sambhaji’s efforts 
to promote the Hindavi Swarajya have been pin pointed. The concept of Hindavi Swarajya was 
more broader. It included all communities Hindus and Muslims and other minorities who stayed 
on the land of India. The border free Swarajya was very basic and it had a wide range of canvas. 
Chhatrapai Sambhaji was able to come out of crisis and he rightly directed the Maratha state for 
getting strength and prosperity during the tenure of decade. His all efforts were leading towards 
the emancipation of masses from the exploitation of Moghuls rulers in Deccan. Sambhaji had a 
clear cut understanding of his role and responsibility in the contribution of Chharapati Shivaji’s 
heroic traditions. The moral and ethical base of the Hindavi Swarajya was very solid and the 
king had a full grasp of the political, social and economic and cultural life of the period. He was 
able to enlighten his ministers, officers and state diplomats to change the porofile of the state. 
Many good services changes were brought by him in the administrative patterns were quite 
significant. In order to bring the positive changes, Chhatrapati Sambhaji had directed the state 
regularly for bringing through change in the system. The fusion of progressive ideas of the 
Chhatrapati Shivaji the founder of the state and his own thinking based on Sanskrit teaxts was 
made by him to evolve the state policies. He would have brought many more changes in the 
pattern of administration, if he had received more time to bring changes in the entire state craft. 
However, in the limited span of his rule Sambhaji was able infuse a new spirit in the Maratha 


polity at the end of the decade of the 17” century. 


Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s role as a light librator and protector of Handivi Swajaya was 


really very much significant because he was able to provide a new direction to the Maratha 


Swarajya. His dedication and devotion towards the Maratha state was undoubtedly note worthy 
because on one side he made continuous struggle and on the hand he had set forth an ideal of a 
dedicated Hindu ruler as a cherished and projected by Kautiliya in his book Arthashastra. In the 
book Budhbhushanam Sambhaji has narrated all the basic questions of an able Hindu ruler. He 


was well aware about the Raj Dharma, the responsibility of the ruler. 


In this chapter Chhatgrapati Sambhaji’s efforts to protect Hindavi Swarajya have been 
studied in a systematic manner. His sole efforts were to put a strong resistance to the Moghul 
power. He further crushed Portugease as well as Englishmen who were trying to capture the 
coastal areas of Maharashtra. The entire system was revamped and strong public mens were 
reshuffled by the king. He thought that the entire process can carefully examined to develop will 
power of the common people. The holistic approach developed here is unique and all 


comprehensive. 


The post Shivaji period was full of uncertainty and chaos. However, Sambhaji ably 
proved his abilities and set his ideas in an effective manner. He proved that to wipe out Maratha 


state was not an easy task, but it was a well built empire based on systematic values. 


Chhatrapati Sambhaji shines among this and thousands of starts those shine on the 
horizon of Indian history on the basis of his bravery and sacrifice. He was able to set an inspiring 
ideal over number of Maratha followers on the basis of his strength and values. Sambhaji’s 
career as a warrior as a soldier and as an administrator is unique, unparallel and unequal. In a 
short span of decade he had effectively imprinted his foot prints on the pathway of medieval 


Indian history. 


In the Maratha History Chhatrapati Sambhaji had played an important role in the period 
of uncertainty and turbulence. After the death of Shivaji the Great, the Maratha state had tough 
time full of darkness and full of adverse conditions. Sambhaji had to come out of this tempest 
with great courage and confidence. Sambhaji had once joined the enemy’s camp. Step mother 
Soyerabai’s negative attitude towards him was a major reason for this negative deal. (1) This has 
had created a feeling of suspicion about Sambhaji. After civil war Sambhaji successfully 
ascended the throne of Maratha king with the help of Hambirrao Mohite. Though he had severely 


punished his negative camp, yet he had forgiven them and appointed second generation as 


ministers. Dr. Kamal Gokhale has rightly worded that he was never irresponsible and never 
irrational in his political decisions. (2) He has pushed back Portuguese down and expanded 
Maratha empires into the Karnataka. (3) This proved Sambhaji’s vision of strengthening Hinduri 
Sara with great abilities through his conquest and governance. In this chapter Sambhaji’s 
contribution to the strengthening of Hinduri Sara has been examined carefully on the basis of 


new sources. 


In this chapter Sambhaji’s contribution for strengthening Hinduri Sara has been properly 
highlighted. A new interpretation of Sambhaji’s career, achievements and contribution has been 
made here in an interesting manner. Success of a ruler depends on various factors on which basis 
he tries to reshape circumstances in his favor. Sambhaji was able to mark on wheel of time by 
raising quality performance and securing abilities of his own strengths. In this chapter 


Sambhaji’s contribution to Hinduri Sara has been highlighted 


The critical study of Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s life and career is based on new historical 
understanding. The available sources have been neatly interpreted and a new light is thrown on 


overall and general performance of the Maratha Prince in a new perspective. 


The subaltern approach of history thus proves a new angle to look at Sambhaji. The 
prince who fought against Portuguese, Siddhi, and Mogul was a brave soldier and effective 
general. The leadership of Chhatrapati Sambhaji has provided a great deal his capacities of a 
stern administrator. He continued his subjects like a father and he was taking every step to follow 
the progressive policies of his father Shivaji, the great. The subject was cared so much that a 
feeling of equity was brought properly. The approach of Maharashtra State was in favor of 
protecting culture i.e. Maharashtra dharma. The letter of Samarth Ramdas written to Sambhaji is 
a testimony of his policy. In this chapter different aspects of cultural life have been brought to 


new light on the basis of authentic sources. 


Social and economic aspects of medieval period were closely integrated to each other. 
According to Dr. A.R. Kulkarni, the medieval village life was mostly prosperous and rich and 
had a peaceful way of life. (4) The socio economic aspects of medieval period must be studied 
on the background of Mogul invasions on Deccan. Aurangzeb was planning to devastate the 


social life of the period. In spite of foreign invasion, the social life during the period of Sambhaji 


was having a close harmony to each other. The different castes and creeds were based on 


religious norms and rules of ancient Indian Sutras of Hindu social system. 


The closely and well built social system was having social unity to face foreign attacks. 
The family as a whole was well untied and well organized. The people were helping to each 
other for meeting day to day problems. The state as a unit was controlling the economic life for 
better and smooth economic affairs in the region. This was helping people of all caste and creeds 


for leading smooth and peaceful of life. 


The major challenge before Chhatrapati Sambhaji was to reconstruct the disintegrated 
Hinduri Sara on new lines. A society which was divided in castes, creeds and languages need to 
be strengthened on the basis of spiritual values. He tried to unite Maratha society not only on 
spiritual basis but also on the base of solid military and administrative powers. Sambhaji’s 
history of decade was full of challenges created by his own kith and kin at one side and gigantic 
enemies like Moguls and Siddhi as well as Portuguese and English. He first set right internal 
forum and after setting law and order in the state, he was able to smoothen the base for further 


struggle. 


6.2. Sambhaji’s efforts to strengthen Hinduri Sara 


This chapter has mainly focused on contribution made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji for 
strengthening of Hinduri Sara. This chapter has also mainly focused on Sambhaji’s struggle with 
Portuguese and Moguls as well as Englishmen. Finally this analysis has turned in to Sambhaji’s 


struggle and sacrifice for the fostering of Hinduri Sara. 


S.A.Bahekar after scrutinizing basic sources of Maratha papers, in the period of 
Sambhaji, had pointed that “He had followed principles of Raj dharma and looked after his 
subjects with love and affection, care and caution. (5) His administrative abilities proved very 
well his capacities and strengths as an administrator. Further it has been observed that in the state 
of Sambhaji there was a ciaos and uncertainty in the state, but original papers speak that he had 
properly set forth Maratha administration with efficiency and effectively, both in civil as well as 
judicial administration. (6) His judicial system was equally efficient and Sambhaji was just ruler. 


Sambhaji had banned trading of slaves in his state and he invited Muslim soldiers of 


Mangalvedha to join his army of Sara. (7) By doing so Sambhaji tried to strengthen Shivaji’s 


policy of religious tolerance and equity to all. (8) 


Charges against Sambhaji which referred to him as womanizer and liquor prone stand 
wrong because no single paper is available about his misbehavior after taking charge of the state. 
(9) During the span of 9 years of rule Sambhaji’s qualities such as creativity, accuracy, straight 
forwardness and vigilance in administration etc. are reflected through the documents. (10) Hence 
blames put forth against him in the later Bakhars written during the period of Rajaram cannot be 
accepted. The heroic struggle made by Sambhaji against the Mogul invasion has created a 


permanent place in the history of Marathas. (11) 


The study of Sambhaji’s source material of Portuguese, Sanskrit, and Dutch as well as 
French papers revealed that Sambhaji was very balanced and rationale in his administrative 
decision making. When the fortune of Hinduri Sara was fluctuating Sambhaji not only 
strengthened it but nurtured it with very careful and cautious approach. Sambhaji’s contribution 


to Hindavi Swarajya stands on Hindu polity of governance. 


Good governance was really a significant character of half a century brilliant career of 
Chhatrapati Shivaji the great. Sambhaji ably contributed the tradition and enriched it due to his 
sincere efforts. His civil, military administration, his strong army and his power was equally of 
height. Sambhaji’s abilities were highly proved by source material he had left behind in form of 


letters, biographies and his own contribution in Sanskrit literature. 


Sambhaji was not cruel and scrupulous, but he was very wise and rationale in 
administration. (12) The critical study of source material has brought to light new facts which 
help us to reunderstand Sambhaji’s contribution to the Maratha history. There are two aspects of 
historiography, on one side mogul historian like Bhimsen Saxena, Ishwardas, and Kafikhan have 
made biased reflections and on the other side the later Maratha chronicle written during 
Rajaram’s period like Balaji Awaji Chitnis have also blemished Sambhaji’s personality was put 
up in exaggerated manner as well as in negative manner. (13) Hence review of source material is 
highly significant for rewriting the history of Sambhaji. (14) Sambhaji had accepted the 


challenge of time and adverse conditions, when Mogul, Siddhi and Portuguese had made a 


massive attack on Maharashtra, Sambhaji withstand with great confidence due to his strong will 


power and abilities of a stern administrator. (15) 


R.C.Majumdar and others have described Sambhaji as pleasure loving. (16), which has 
been disapproved by Maratha historians like Kamal Gokhale and Bendre. About Kavi Kalash it 
has been reported that Sambhaji’s chief advisor was a Brahman from Northern India named Kavi 
Kalash, whose morale was not above reproach.” (17) However this has not been accepted 
because no evidence against any immoral practices is available in the papers. He also suffered 
along with Sambhaji when he was captured by Moguls. Though Sambhaji and his minister 
Kalash were captured, yet “the spirit with which Shivaji had inspired his people could not die out 
so easily. The Marathas recovered quickly and again began a war of national resistance to the 
Moguls, which ultimately exhausted the resources of the latter. “(18) Thus reunderstanding 


Sambhaji has been possible by the use of new historical sources. 


Medieval society was based on religious identities. Sociologists like Durkheim treat 
religion as a sacred system which creates unity among the followers, based on mutual trust and 
practices. (19) In the medieval period Moguls were propagating Islam as a state religion and 
Hindu rulers like Shivaji and Sambhaji resisted it because of their atrocities and imposition of 
religion. Though the Maratha rulers never committed any atrocities against Muslims, yet they 
wanted to protect interest of local cultures through their broad based policies. Max Weber tried 
to represent sociology of religion. He felt that though 63 scholars in 1958 tried to define religion 
but they could not resolve it. (20) Religion is also treated as a normative force to control social 
systems. (21) Sambhaji’s religious policies discussed earlier proved that he was equal to all 
religions and had a little soft corner for local Hindu religion which was discriminated by Moguls 
in other parts of India. Sambhaji followed Shivaji’s policy and protected Indian culture in the 
adverse conditions. Though he fought against his enemies with great pride and firm attitude, yet 
he had to suffer a great deal at the end of his life. His struggle not only entered in the history, as a 
champion of freedom and culture, yet he had imprinted his personality more vigorously and 
rigorously then his father by recording heroic struggle in the history and finally his sacrifice also 
marked a climax when he was imprisoned by Mukarab Khan, 2 kms near Sangameshwar in 


Ratnagiri district. 


Thus Sambhaji had a lion’s share like his father Shivaji in the strengthening of Hindi 
Sara. He provided a strong base and expanded it in Karnataka and Goa, accepted the challenge of 
Portuguese, fought against moguls more bravely and ruled the state with courage and confidence 
imprinting his foot prints on the wheel of time as a sound administrator. Sambhaji’s 
administrative capacities were proved on the basis of his stern decisions and his guidelines to his 
staff. He had very well administered Maratha state on the basis of principles of responsibility and 
accountability to people. He had a clear-cut understanding of Maharashtra dharma. He had both a 
perfect vision and practice of good governance. He tried to attain welfare of his subjects through 


his every action and persuasion. 


Sambhaji tried to unite, reorganize and strengthen Hinduri Sara, which he had received as 
a legacy from his father, Shivaji the Great. It was Saint Ramdas who wrote a long letter 
containing his political advice and guidelines. It contained principles based on Hindu polity and 
Dandasanhita. Sambhaji’s sole effort was to set new problems and to accept different challenges 
which he was facing. He fought with adverse circumstances with great courage and confidence 


and was able to create pressures on his enemies based on his military strength and leadership. 


The study of Sambhaji’s efforts to strengthen Hindavi Swarajya can be conducted on the 
broader lines. After consolidating the entire histsorical dynamics the following aspects can be 


presented here in this work: 


e Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s Swarajya was based on values of freedom and justice. 
He was able to correlate the system so effectively that the safety and security of 
common man wasa well maintained. 

e The stae administration was efficiently accelerated and the mechanism was 
smoothly generated up to serve the common man. The political mechanism, 
social system and economic organizations were properly tightened to reorient 
interests of common man. 

e The success of Sambhaji was in infusing a new spirit in the sytem. He was able 
to bring consciousness in the system by enlitening men, ideas and institutions 
around him. By doing so he was able to maintain the identity of the state. 

e A feeling of nationalism, patriotism and dedication and sacrifice towards the 


Hindu state was so well managed that the system was revampeld in the new 


spirit. Rightly pointed by M.G.Ranade, Chhatrapati Shivaji’s period witnessed 

what one may call as beginning of nation building. In this process, Chhatrapati 

Sambhaji further continued the tradition in the second phase. His approach was 

confident and positive to bring changes in the system, which he was able to 

accelerate the entire sysem on the new lines of reconstruction. 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji was able to infuse a new spirit in the philosophy and action of Hindavi 
Swarajya philosophy. The role of Sambhaji was based on welfare of the community at large. The 
entire focus was on rebuilding the state on work culture distinct from Moguls or other 
contemporary issues and problems. The Hidavi Swarajya dimensions of Chhatrapati Sambhaji 
were based on good governance. B.S.Joshi has stated the administrative decisions, 
implementation of strategies as well as programs of action. He has arrived at the right point that 
every decision was taken with great care and caution. The entire process was rightly accelerated 
to involve people in decision making and implementation of them on the lines of peoples’ 


welfare. 


Like Shivaji, Sambhaji also followed the principle of Maharashtra Dharma. In order to 
assimilate the Marathi speaking people on the basis of nationalism and cultural identity the 
concept of Maharadhtra Dharma was evolved. The concept was a early base of Hindavi 
Swarajya. V.K.Rajwade, G.S.Sardesai and V.S.Bendre as well as G.H.Khare and A.R.Kulkarni 
have studied the concept of Maharashtra Dharma in a newa angle. They feel that the concept of 
Maharashtra Dharma was unique in the contemporary India, which kept the Maratha state on the 
top. He was able to develop a new line of action. Shivaji followed Maharashtra Dharma 
effectively in the span of his entire career in both he phase pre and post coronation period. When 
Sambhaji came on power he had many serious problems but he sorted out them properly and was 
able to serve the state with great confidence. When the Maratha king Chhatrapati Sambhaji was 
in difficultieis , Saint Ramdas who was a guiding force and mentor of the state, he was able 
streamline the state effectively by writing a long letter to the King. It was manifested by number 
of verses based on his own mature understanding. The same was carried out the King. The 
essence of Saint Ramdas’s long and meaningful content was Maharashtra Dharma. The original 


cuplets of this lettr can be reproduced as given below: 


“Maratha Tituka Melvawa 


Maharashtra Dharma vadhavava”’ 


It means the sole effort was based on aligning the Marathas all Marathi speaking 
members together. The concept Martha was not based on the caste but it was assigned to all 
Marathi speaking people. The Maharashtra Dharma was basically evolution of Hindutva in the 
local dimension. The same concept later on developed by Chhatrapati Shivaji on the broder lines 
of Hindavi Swarajya. The treatise written by Ramdas 1.e. Dasbodh and other literary works also 
manifest this philosophy. In the most difficult and critical phase of fluctuations Ramdas made 


aware Sambhaji to remember the philosophy of Maharashtra Dharma. 


Thus every effort was made by Sambhaji to inculcate the values of Maharashtra Dharma 
and to transform them on the larger dimensions of Hindavi Swarajya through the theory and 
actions which he had followed on right lines to bring a change in the system by good 


governance. 
6.3. Grand alliance with Akbar. 


Aurangazeb’s religious and political policies were so much controversial that many cross 
sections of Mogul convert members were also having a different opinion about the system, but 
they had no daring to protest against the state. It was Prince Akbar who was in right mood to 
revolt against the King. When Akbar thought about such revolt against the system he wanted to 
change in the political uprising. He thought Sambhaji was the only figure before him because he 
was able to understand his agony and reaction in a better way. The Mogul king was a common 
enemy and both of them thought that the subjects were suffering due to negative policies of the 
Mogul King. In order to reduce the burden of people both of them thought to replace the Mogual 
King by revolting against him. The entire process was properly stresamlined and a new alliance 
was being designed by both the young princes. One was head of the Maratha state and the other 
was heir of the Mogul state. By joining hands of each other they were planning to capture the 
Dehli. This reqauied a rapid action and conduct implementation urgently. The policy of 
Sambhaji was responsible for supporting the Mogul price, but Sambhaji was very much careful 
and critical in this dealing. He was inquiring seriously about the intensions of the Mogul price. 
He felt that this revolt if it fails would lead to difficulties. Further the genuine nature of the offer 


was also a serious matter. Hence Sambhaji had to spend time in arriving at right decision in a 


shortet period. The question is often came to his mind about why Sambhaji spent this much time 
to take right decision at the time of this grand alliance. He was eager to study all possible 
implications of the alliance. He was judging the difficult problem of the Prince Akbar prevailing 


at the time. 


Akbar Sambhaji grand alliance is an important episode in the history of Sambhaji. It had 
a shadow of past but it could not shade light on the future. It had a mystical history but it could 
not change the course of history. It was a dream of capturing the power, but did not come into 
reality. About the similarities of both the princes, Sambhaji and Akbar, Kamal Gokhale has 
rightly observed that there are many similarities among these two rulers. Both of them born in 
1657 with four months distance. Both of them were fourth issue of their parents. Both of them 
lost their mothers in the early period. Akbar lost his mother when he was two months old and 
Sambhaji lost his mother when he was 2 years old. Both of them were guided by able fathers. 
However, both of them revolved against them and joined the camps of enemies to gain power. 
(22) On of May, 1681, Akbar crossed Narmada River and wanted to meet Sambhaji with his 
advisor Durgadas Rathod. (23) Akbar camped at Pali in Konkan. Sambhaji met Akbar on 13" 
November, 1681 at Pali, and planned to invade north under the leadership of Durgadas Rathod. 
He thought that Rajputs will revolt against Moguls and with the help of Rajput Akbar will be 
instituted as a kind and Rajput will rule on his behalf. This grand plan was ideal but it lacked 
practical realities. (24) In many borders of Maharashtra, Mogul army was miserably failing and 


Sambhaji wanted to take this opportunity to imprison the emperor. (25) 


Netaji Palkar and Hiroji Furson were the senior Maratha officers were asked to take care 
of Prince Akbar (26) After four months of rainy season, Sambhaji met Akbar and tried to set 
cordial relations but as Sambhaji was in difficulties, he could not plan the revolt in a short 
period. (27) He promised to complete the campaign in the next six years, which he could not (28) 
Kamal Gokhale has reported an important episode which created a gap between these two rulers. 
The neck less or Kantha presented by Sambhaji was given by Akbar to his Hindu Kankubin 


dancer. When Sambhaji came to know this he was felt annoyed. (29) 


Sambhaji used Akbar diplomatically against Mogul King Aurangzeb. The effect was that 
Aurangzeb annoyed and he intensified campaigns against Marathas. Had Sambhaji not passed 


times, and had Rajputs supported him, the flow of history would have changed. Akbar was 


helpless and sin frustration he had to escape to Iran and died there in the year 1687. (30) The 
episode of Akbar Sambhaji alliance ended in tragedy and instead of solving problems it further 


complicated Mogul Maratha relations. 


Grand alliance with Akbar was a significant step in the early career of Sambhaji. He had 
a wider diplomatic perspective behind this plan. He had tried to divert attention of Mogul 
emperor Aurangzeb by setting political alliance with his revolting son. The political formulation 
behind this alliance reveals the intelligence and diplomacy of the Maratha Supremo Sambhaji. 
The significant strategy behind this plan was to change the central power of India from unjust to 


just, from autocratic rule to liberal rule of tolerance and sympathy to all. 


A critical study of Akbar Sambhaji grand alliance shows that both of them wanted to use 
each others to protect their own interests which were divergent. Akbar wanted to become a 
Mogul king, and Sambhaji wanted to unite Rajput against moguls. Aurangzeb being very shroud 
and diplomat was watching every time the movements of his rebellious son and ambitious 
enemy’s power. The Aurangzeb’s spies system was very alert and was reporting to the king 
about the possible effect of alliance. Sambhaji on the contrary lacked vision and planning in the 
revolt against moguls. Dr. Kamal Gokhale has logically pointed out that Sambhaji was very 
watchful and he was suspecting the interest of the mogul prince. Gokhale has pointed that 
Sambhaji tried to use the presence of Mogul prince while attacking Portuguese in the battle of 
Santo Istevo fort and further Sambhaji also pressurized moguls during the battles of Sakharpe 
and Malkapur. (31) However, this diplomatic success was limited and larger success which was 
going to turn the history could not materialized but it further complicated mogul Maratha 


relations, leading towards catastrophe and turmoil. 


The failure of grand alliance with Prince Akbar could not solve any problems but it 
complicated the relationship more strenuous. The shocked King Aurangzeb looking into 
ambitious Maratha design to overthrow him sharply rejected and planned to crush Maratha 
prince heavily by attacking the grass roots of the trunks and with his huge army he was always 
planning to attack & wage a war and capture the Maratha forts. If there was a failure Moguls 
aimed to devastate Maratha territory by their military movements. Marathas described these wars 


as Asmani Sultani calamities which have been described below. 


Grand alliance between Akhbar — Sambhaji had a tremendous capacity to generate ideas 
for strengthening Hinduri Sara. His abilities were proved like precious metal and he could glitter 


it with greater fame. 


Akhbar was a rebellious prince and he was not happy with his father’s policies. He came 
to Deccan to seek support from Southern rulers against his father. He wanted to repeat the 
history as per his father. The symbolic support given by Sambhaji was meaningful. Sambhaji 
was taking steps one after another with careful manner. His policy was suitable for limiting 
losses. Had Sambhaji taken some hasty decision, it would have been risky and difficult for him. 
What Sambhaji felt that it was not a right time to react against the Mogul power. Hence he 
followed principle of wait and see. Watchful and patient watch was a right policy of Sambhaji to 
avoid different complications. Thus the grand alliance with Akbar was both an opportunity and a 


problem. Sambhaji tackled it with great care and caution. 


6.4. Struggle with Moguls 


The Mogul dynasty was established in 1526 A.D. by Babar in New Delhi by defeating 
Lodi dynasty. He was replaced by Humayun. Later on Jahangir and Shahajahan ruled from this 
dynasty. The Shahajahan policy towards Deccan was liberal. He never closed to Indian 
dyanasties but he adopted a policy of conflict and coopration . His son Aurangazeb was 
appointed as Subhedar of Deccan after his failure as Subhedar of K--. When Aurangazeb came to 
Deccan he had many difficulties to face the So—rules of Bijapur, Golkonda and Marathas. 
Aurangzeb adoped a tough policy and he waged war against all dynasties. He wanted to expand 
the Mogul power in Deccan. On these lines the struggle was inevitable due to designs of Mogul 
king Aurangazeb. The Mogul King Aurangzeb after death of Shivaji and to wipe out Maratha 
from the Deccan, his policies were mostly responsible for closing the Mogul intensions with 
Marathas. Looking in to possible atrocities by King Aurangazeb, Sambhaji was ready to revolt 


against the Mogul attacks. 


Like Shivaji, Sambhaji had challenged the Mogul power, to overcome their hurdles and 
barriers in the Maratha states of Hinduri Sara. The situation during Sambhaji’s reign was 


difficult because in addition to Moguls there were Portuguese, Englishman and Siddhi’s who 


were challenging Maratha power and its existence. Sambhaji faced the challenge of Moguls on 


the basis of his sound and strong navy base. 


After death of Shivaji, Mogul emperor Aurangzeb felt that it was the right time for 
conquering Marathas which was a freedom loving community. The Maratha community was 
divided and there was a group of diplomats which was against Sambhaji. Aurangzeb wanted to 
use this situation and he had planned a massive campaign against Marathas. He was conscious 


and alert about every movement of Sambhaji. 


The movement on which Aurangzeb had received a news about Akbar’s plan to join 
hands with Sambhaji, he had approached Azamshaha his another son against Prince Akbar. He 
had also deputed experienced and senior offices to support the invader. Every care was taken to 
provide necessary financial as well as military resources in this significant campaign against 


Sambhaji and Marathas.(32) 


King Aurangzeb himself had reached Barhampur on dated 13 November, 1681 and later 
on had camped himself in Aurangabad.(33) Many historians have felt that the arrival of Akbar 
was a golden opportunity but Sambhaji could not use it properly. Many senior diplomats in the 
court felt that Sambhaji would have diplomatically crushed Aurangzeb in this crucial state of 
affairs. (34) Prof. Kolarkar has stated many reasons regarding missing of this opportunity by 
Sambhaji. He has pointed that the atmosphere in the court was full of suspicious and Sambhaji 
was not able to trust in anybody. Further, Sambhaji was under full control of Kavi Kalash who 


was a scholar and poet. (35) 


Dr. Kamal Gokhale has rightly pointed that the diplomat and advisor of Sambhaji was 
loyal to him and there is no single evidence against him. (36) The Akbar-Sambhaji alliance had 


many difficulties, it also created attitude of revenge in the minds of Mogul King Aurangzeb. 


There was possibility of Sambhaji Akbar attack on North India via Konkan. In view of 
this Aurangzeb had approached to restrain them. In April 1682 Shahabuddin Khan had besieged 
the fort of Ramsej. (37) In this campaign mogul had to receive serious setback. Dalpat Bundela 
was also injured. This was the right time to invade Aurangzeb, but Sambhaji was not able to 
materialize the opportunity. (38) However, King Aurangzeb was able to consult the senior 


generals about the conditions to overcome them. He was frustrated. However, he was able to take 


review of the adverse conditions by planning and tackling the issues in a right manner. He had 


entrusted duties to his generals at strategic points. (39) 


Portuguese had helped Akbar and King Aurangzeb was not happy on this stand. 
Aurangzeb rightly planned to attack them. The two factions of Bahamani dynasty, Adilshahi of 
Biyapur and Kutubshahi of Golkonda belong to Shiya cult in Islam. They were helping Sambhaji 
against Mogul. Hence Aurangzeb had decided to wipe out their existence. He had attached 
Bijapur on 27" March 1685 and after their strong resistance they had to surrender before on 12 
September 1686. In the same way the fort Golkonda was also captured by Aurangzeb and on 12" 
January, 1687, the Kutubshahi dynasty of Golkonda in Deccan had ended. Thus two southern 
Shiya rules in Deccan were playing politics against Moguls. Aurangzeb defeated them in a 


diplomatic way as well as by waging war against them. 


The Mogul king Aurangzeb was a mood to attack on very existence of Hinduri Sara. He 
thought that the untimely death of Shivaji was an opportunity for Moguls to wide out very 
existence of Maratha power. He rightly rearranged his spy system, generals and military force 
against the Maratha power. His line of action was based on reality. The divided Maratha court 
and malice as well as hatred among top level of officers were a positive side for Aurangzeb’s 
plans and actions. Accordingly he planned his military strength. He felt that it was difficult to 
fight against Sambhaji a face to face war. Hence he adopted strategic fights. He spread network 
of spies in the Maratha state and received secret information about the movements of Sambhaji 


and finally he could catch the Maratha tiger in Sangamner in Konkan area. 


Sambhaji’s_grand alliance with Akbar was not maiterialized successfully and the end of both 
Akbar and Sambhaji was tragic. The reasons for the failure of this grand alliance can be noted as 


following: 


e It was not a timely uprising 

e There was no proper cocordiantion between both the parties. 

e The information about the revolt was leaked and the Moghal Emperor sent his 
secret services to watch the rebels. 

e The internal enemies of Sambhaji and Akbar were updating details to the 


opposite grop and the adverse results created problems. 


All these above factors were responsible for the failture of grand alliance between Sam,bhaji and 
Akbar which ruined into a failure. Had Akbar and Sambhaji were planned their strategies they 
would not have been failed. Lack of planning and lack of timely action were two major factoers 


responsible for their failure in action. 


Sambhaji’s struggle was Moghals was inevitable and critical. Mogul emperor felt that 
Sambhaji can be defeated after death of Shivaji but Sambhaji will defend from moghal attck. The 


three major factos for the success of Sambhaji as as under: 


e The Maratha army was well prepared and alert against the enemy. 

e The Maratha were having both gurilla tactics of warfare and face to face war. 
Sambhaji had a brilliant experience in the face to face war. In the personal 
bravery, Sambhaji was more successful then Shivaji. 

e The Maratha army was well acquished with weapons. The mountains and forts 
situations were not known to Moghals. 

Hence all these basic factors were responsible for Sambhaji having superior edge than that of 


Moguls. 


6.5. Conflict with Portuguese 


Portuguese power had emerged in 16. century as a powerful naval power. K.M.Pannikar, 
a prominent historican has described 16" century as aPortuguese century because they were 
designing to expalnd their power both vertically and horizontally all over the world. After arrival 
of Waco-De-Gama in Calicut, their enthusiasm to conquer Indian costal areas had developed. 
they had captured Goa in 14" century and retained it up to 1962, till military operations was 


conducted gainst them. 


In the period of both Shivaji and Sam bhaji, the Maratha naval power was well organized 
and they had established naval bases in coastal area of Maharashtra. The Maratha navy was 
strong, well built and they hd their own mechanism of building naval base. Like Shivaji the 
Great, Sambhaji also continued the policy of strenthtening the naval power. The Portuguese 
were strong in Goa and they were expanding their influence in the Konkan area of Maharashtra. 
The claim of interest was inevitable because the Portoguase power arrived to enlarge their trade 


and commerce by capturing many noval ports. They had an eye on raw material and related 


trades. Sambhaji’s strict regulations on foreign trade and commerce were annoying the 
Portuguese and they were looking for any reason for conflict. Sambhaji was always watching to 
turn the wheel of the time in his favor by controlling the evil dreams of Portuguese power. 
Sambhaji was always alert and aware of the Mogul as well as Portuguese designs of aggrogance 
and attack. The study of Portuguese papers recorded by their political angents rreal that the 
Maratha king was always watchful and alert about the expansion of Maratha power. The 
entire naval system was revampled and new spirt was inflused to face any calamity by 
Portuguese power. Along with their trade expansion, their religious conversion and atrocities 
against the local Hindu community were major factors responsible for Portuguese and Maratha 
conflict in the period of Sambhaji. In comparision to Shivaji’s policies, Sambhaji was more 
successful aginst the Portuguese power, because he was well planned. Sambhaji’s efforts to curb 


Portoguese expansion was based on alert and conscious efforts mde by the ruler. 


All these efforts have been studed in this part to examient eh Maratha Portuguese 
conflicts. The study of the Portuguse designs and Maratha counteraction has been conducted in 
this work. The entire happening in the period have been studied in this part to examine as to how 
Sambhaji was able to face different problems in a systematic manner. In the period under 
discussion Sambhaji had to counter against Portuguese three or four times. The study of the 
Maratha Portuguese relations ahs been conducted here to face the challenges of Portuguese. The 
Maratha power was enhancing due to their naval power. Kanhoji Agre was chief of Maratha 
navy and he was responsible for the foundation of the nval strength. Sambhaji had continued and 
strengthnened the Maratha navy during his period. Hence he could put strong resistance against 


the Portuguese power. 


16" century was known as Portugusese because their naval power was well organized. They 
had stepped in Goa and they wanted to capture Indian cost. By this time, the Maratha’s under 
Shivaji the great had established their own naval power. Hence the clash between Sambhaji and 
Portuguese was both novel. Due to their superior arrangement and actions of Portuguese wanted 
to march ahead. The Portuguese power fought to setback Sambhaji. On the contrary in more than 
3 wars against Portuguese, Sambhaji was successful. The The victory agaist Portuguese was 


based on following grounds: 


e The Maratha navy was well prepared and always ready to fight any naval attack. 


e Sambhaji use to plan every war in a strategic manner. 
e The Maraha power was trong in naval warfare and it had estabolsiehd edge over 
the Portuguese naval plans. 


On this background Sambhaji was able to capture strategic centes like Wasco from Portuguese. 


The Portuguese were known for their coastal habitation and they had constant eye on 
Indian coastal area after their entry in Goa. They were expanding their power through trade and 
commerce at one had and on the other had they were also indulging in local power politics by 


taking benefit of conflict between Moguls and Marathas, rifts in Siddhis 


Portuguese power was one of the significant foreign powers who were having sway over 
the coastal area of Goa, Div and Daman. Chhatrapati Shivaji had put a strong resistance to the 
Portuguese power. Sambhaji continued the same policy and in 1682 he had planned to construct 
a fort on the island Anajadiv near Karwar. Shivaji had attacked Portuguese by establishing a fort 
at Khanderi. Portuguese felt that history should not repeat and they captured Anjadiv irland and 
constructed a fort there, which annoyed Sambhaji and brought bitterness in the relations. 
Portuguese used Narba Desai against Marathas. (40) As a counterpart Sambhaji had established 
ammunition factories at Kudal and Dicholi. (41) Sambhaji informed Viceroy about this and 


requested them not to cut the supply of raw material for these factories. 


Aurangzeb had sent Shaik Mohamed his envoy and requested Portuguese to work against 
Marathas. Though Viceroy agreed to support food grains facility to Mogul army, but had not 
agreed to attack Marathas in favor of moguls. (42) Aurangzeb’s efforts to persuade Portuguese 


against Marathas has partially succeed. 


In favor of moguls, viceroy requested Marathas to return the naval fleet captured by them 
and pressured to pay compensation for burning wheat fields. Viceroy also wrote letter to moguls 
informing them that he had closed the doors to Marathas to enter through Kalyan and Biwandi 


and in the place of this help Portuguese demanded coastal area of Konkan under their influence. 


The movement Sambhaji received this information of Mogul Portuguese alliance, 
Sambhaji decided to adopt aggressive policy and attacked Cehul, Basin, and Daman. (43) After 


capturing Ramnagar area, Sambhaji demanded Chouthai tax from Postages . 


Bahadurkhan the mogul general was planning to attack Surat and recently captured two 
Maratha forts could have created difficulties in his way, and hence Sydi Ykutkhan was entrusted 
to fight against Marathas. He captured one fort and destroyed it. Subsequently he also captured 
the second fort and this was a blow to the Marathas. Sambhaji had aggressively contested the 
Portuguese area. Marathas virtually plundered Portuguese sheep in the area of Dahanu, Aserim, 
and Saibana to Basin and Maratha also captured two Portuguese missionary who were active in 
the region. . Portuguese also captured Maratha envy. Yesaji Gambhirrao and later on freed him. 


(44) Few Maratha sheep’s containing rice was also captured by Portuguese. 


On the Maratha side Peshwa Nilopant waged aggressive war and captured Portuguese 
area of 40 miles and devastated it. This area included Chembur, Talode, Kolwe, Mahim, 
Dantore, Sargaon, and Supari. Fonda was a strong fort on Portuguese Maratha borders. Viceroy 
of Portuguese has besieged Fonda fort. Marathas fought against him at Durbhat but by defeating 
Maratha he attacked Fonda. Yesaji Kank resisted strongly and finally Sambhaji with his selected 
army came to rescue him after a fierce battle Portuguese were defeated by Sambhaji. This was a 
landmark victory in the career of Sambhaji which proved his ability as a general. (45) This 
diplomatic victory of Sambhaji has been praised by Portuguese in their papers and they described 
Sambhaji as war like prince. (46) Sambhaji had demoralized Portuguese army and viceroy. 
Finally Viceroy prayed Saint Zeviers to rescue from Marathas attack. Due to threat of Shah 


Alam, Mogul Prince’s attack, Sambhaji withdraw his army and Portuguese were saved. (47) 


Due to Mogul conspiracy, Sawant of Wadi also troubled Sambhaji at the time of his 
retreat. (48) Then Sambhaji had to concentrate on Konkan area. Sambhaji had capered island 


Juwe from Portuguese. 


So in 1683 Sambhaji had also captured Sastha and Bardesh region. He plundered this 
area and captured resources from Portuguese. (49) Sambhaji had constructed fresh fort known as 
Mandargad to fight against Portuguese. This strategy strengthened his strategic position. Desai of 
Konkan was helping Portuguese against Marathas and provided them military information. 


Sambhaji had fought both internal and external enemies bravely. 


Thus the different phases and events of Sambhaji Portuguese struggle form a significant 


golden chapter in the career of Chhatrapati Sambhaji. He ably fought with Portuguese and 


always established edge over them. The success of Sambhaji not only proved his abilities but a 


feeling of fear and terror was created in their minds. 


6.6. Relations with Siddhi and English 


East India Company was establsiehd in 1600 AD in India during the period of King 
Jahangir. The trade and commerce recorded by Sir Toun Row were basic and the company betan 
to ex. Indian rulers during the later Mogul period in more larger areas. The English East India 
Company from 1600 to 1757 adopted the policy of collection of raw material like cotton. They 
were included in collection of cotton and other food grains as well. The period of Sambhaji 
1680-1689 was mostly in the phase of economic expansion of the company. During this peiod 
company had established its power in Mumbai and it was trying to expand their factories in the 
central areas of Maharashtra. During the period of Shivaji the English company was aware of the 
expansion of Maratha. Their clash of was mainly the coastal areas. Shivaji in his papers often 
describes Englishmen as “Topikar Engraja” because they were using caps. Shivaji often warn the 
army to be aware form the tactics of Topikar. The English rulers were using the favourable 


tactics for their eaxpansion of power. 


Like Shivaji, Sambhaji was also well aware of he strategies of the English diplomats who 
were using the divide and rule policies. Sambhaji’s policies against English were based on wait 
and watch. He used to counter thedivide and rule policy against the Portuguese and English as 
well. He was adopting the strategy of cooperation and conflict with English against the 
Portuguese designs which were more ambitious than Englishmen. Hence Sambhaji not only 
crushed and fought against them with bravery and valour. Sambhaji‘s policy against Englishmen 
was based on benefit of the state. He was able to discriminate the vitality of these relations. He 
tried to favor one foreign power against the other power to protect the trade and commerce 
benefits for the Maratha state. The study of policies and decisions taken by Sambhaji have been 
recorded both by Portuguese and Englishmen in their factory records. All these aspects can be 
rightly reviewed and critically studied to examine the different dimensions of Maratha foreign 
policy. Like Shivaji the great, Sambhaji was able to crytalize the right policy based on right 
decisions. Thus all these aspects have been carefully examined to focus the Maratha relations 
effectively with the English East India Company.The area of conflict and cooperation was 


mainly related to Bombay and costal Maharashtra up to Karwar. The different dimensions of 


Maratha English conflict can be studied on the basis of source material available in the form of 


factory records which canbe documented here in the systematic manner. 


In the contemporary power play of the decade Siddhi and English East India Company 
were major players. They were also creating problems and tensions for Marathas by 
complicating certain issues. Sambhaji had a close understanding of facts and conditions around 


him and he treated both of them in a strategic and diplomatic manner. 


Like Shivaji Sambhaji had to fight against Siddhis of Janjira. Shivaji constructed 
Khanderi fort while Sambhaji constructed Underi and Dandarajpuri. In order to control Siddhi, 
Sambhaji planned to attack Bombay. (50) In order to combat Siddhi English alliance, Sambhaji 
set friendship with Arabs and was able to seek help from them. (51) Sambhaji tried to capture 
Janjira fort by creating a road to the fort by filling peninsula to approach Janjira. But the rising 
sea waves could not help Sambhaji to capture the fort. (52) The company office of Surat and 
Bombay was following duel game. Surat office was helping Moguls, and also conducting 
dialogue with Sambhaji. When Siddhi and Moguls attached Bombay, Englishmen had no way to 
set friendship with Sambhaji, which paved a way for coming out of the crisis. (53) The English 
Maratha treaty which was signed after 1683, can be described as Sambhaji wisdom about trade, 
commerce and military cooperation. (54) Sambhaji had further developed Maratha navy and the 
rise of Kanhoji Angre as a chief of Maratha navy was possible due to Sambhaji’s strong support. 


(55) 


Sambhaji had set friendly relations with French and he received arms, ammunitions from 
them. But when they were constructing a citadel, Sambhaji warned against them. However, at 
certain height the citadel was allowed after getting compensation in 1689. The Dutch were not 


happy and they started to attack Portuguese. (56) 


In Karnataka Sambhaji’s general Harji Raje had safely protected the Karnataka region 
from Mogul attack and hence after Sambhaji, Rajaram could take asylum at Jinji after Mogul 


attack. 


The Maratha English relations were based on conflict of interests. The English East India 
Company had entered in western area during the period and the period of Aurangzeb was also 


used by them by adopting the divide and rule policy. Sambhaji was very careful while dealing 


with Englishmen like his father. The Englishmen were very shrewd and diplomatic and Marathas 


must be careful while dealing with them. Sambhaji also followed the same policy. 


Like Shivaji, Sambhaji was always conscious while dealing with English East India 
Company. The English power was very conscious and always alert while dealing with Maratha 
state and Sambhaji was very much aware about their strategies and he was using English and 
Portuguese against each others to protect the interests of the Muslims in the areas of defeat. His 


policy of wait and watch benefitted both. 


6.7. Reunderstanding Sambhaji in the light of new sources 


In the light of all these new sources there is a nedd to reexamine Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s rule 
in the new perspective. The role, relevance and effectivity of these sources present the new 
image of Sambhaji. He has been proved as benevolent ruler who was highly sensible about the 
welfare of his subjects. The study of Sambhaji’s effective role as a ruler and as an administrator 
has been presentedhere in new perspective. The Sambhaji’s significant role as a sensitive ruler 
has been presented herein a new angle. All these new approaches revealed that Sambhaji was 


able to grasp all the problems carefully. 


e Sambhaji was able to understand peoples problems in nutshell 

e He reduced revenue ratesduring drought situation 

e He was able to provide tax concessions to traders 

e The burden of taxes was reduced to feel them happy during difficulties 

e Welfare measures were adopted to support peoples religious and cultural aspirtations. 
e The educational institutions were donated agrahar lands for their maintenance. 


e = The religious cultural centers were given regular assistance. 


Thus all these welfare measures ably revealed the cultural support to those who were 
exploited and neglected in the Islamic rule under Moguls but he also supported to Islamic 


faithfully by supporting their mosques and other centers 


Thus all these policies of Chhatrapati Sambhaji were resposnbile for bringing stability and 


peaceto the Hindavi Swarajya. The most of the dynamic rulers earlier were against Hindus. 


Bothe Shivaji and Sambhaji turned these policies and the wheel was turned back in favour of the 


local communities who were largely fallen viticm to the colonial powers. 


The availiability of new sources provide a new angle to understand the role of the ruler. In 
the light of new soruces the role played by Sambhaji can be reunderstand the following 
important factors can be reexamined here in this contexat. On the basis of new Sanskrit and 


Portuguese sources following five important facts can be brought to light here in this chapter. 


e Sambhaji was not drug addict as descried by earlier sources. He was having 
moral strength and he was always thinking about public welfare. 

e Sambhaji was very much diplomatic at every movement. He treated Akbar’s visit 
strategically and was very alert about his movement. 

e Sambhaji faced portoguese and English diplomatically and he was able to protect 
Maratha states from their wring power effectively. 

e Sambhaji attached importance to the welfare of the common public. He treated 
Hindus and Muslims equally. 

e Sambhaji’s steps against drought situation in the state reveal that he was able to 
face the critical situation 

Thus all these new points have been brought to light in this chaptser for the first time in this 


research work. 


Reunderstanding of a King and his is possible as new sources came to light and they throw 
substantial light on the historical process. The study of Sambhaji has been reframed and 
reexamined by analyzing and making synthesis of old and new source material. The 
corroboration, documentation and new understanding of source material can help a great deal to 


atrive at a sharp focus. 


While reunderstanding Sambhaji in the light of new sources, following five points are very 


important. 


e Sambhaji was a learned administrator who had written Budbhushan the only 
medieval book on Hindi polity, which he had developed by his own ideas. 
Dr. Nabha Kakade in her book Budbhushan a study (57) has reflected that 


Sambhaji was highly intelligent and he had acquired basic lessons of politics 
under his Guru Raghunath Pandit. The couplets in Budbhushan amply testify 
Sambhaji’s good governance and right knowledge of administration. 

The Portuguese sources have appreciated Sambhaji as a fighter and as a 
general. The papers described that Sambhaji was war loving prince. His 
bravely in the face to face war has been recorded by Portuguese sources. 
A.D. Pisorlekar’s book Maratha Portuguese relations amply testify this 
fact.(58) 

Sambhaji was a stern administrator and he has written letters to his 
fellowmen instructing them about their rights and duties. He was very just 
and judicious in his revenue settlements. In order to control Slavery, he 
increased the tax on slaves from 2-3 hones to 12 hones. (59) The letters of the 
period of Sambhaji strongly endorsed this fact. (60) 

Thought historians like Sen, Ranade, and Sardesai have criticized Sambhaji, 
yet recent papers proved that Sambhaji was highly alert and conscious while 
taking any decision. The blame given on him on spending time in Konkan, 
while attack on moguls, it is argued that Sambhaji was not ready to make any 
premature attack . He was calculating all the difficulties he was facing both 
internally and externally. Desai of Goa and Sawants of Wadi were helping 
Portuguese , but Sambhaji showed them right place. (61) 

Sambhaji bravely fought against Portuguese and dashed up to Fonda and 
Wasco. This was the high water mark of the Marathas success against 
Portuguese. It is wrong to state that Sambhaji had spent time while fighting 
against Portuguese and he neglected the danger of Moguls. There is no logic 
behind this because Sambhaji resisted Portuguese and did not allow both 
Portuguese and moguls to step in Konkan. He safely protected Konkan and 
costal Karnataka which later on helped Marathas to wage war of 
independence.(62) 

Sambhaji was seeking spiritual inspirations from saints and prophets like his 
father Shivaji. He had a continuous dialogue with Baba Yakub a Muslim 


Awaliya and saint Ramdas, a champion of Maharashtra dharma. 


e Sambhaji tried to solve problems of farmers and cultivators. He had made 
planned efforts to face drought situation in Maharashtra and proved as a 
benevolent ruler.. His efforts of watershed development were unique. 

e Sambhaji tried to develop a balanced religious and cultural policy. His 
religious policy was equally tolerant and cohesive towards all castes and 
creeds, all religions and Panthas. 

e Sambhaji being a scholar of Sanskrit language he had also patronized 
Sanskrit scholars and genius writers. He had great respect and regard towards 
his Guru Keshav Pandit 

e He had the perfect administrative abilities and a strong will power to serve 
community members. His approach towards people was just. He believed in 
Kautiliya’s organic theory of state and tried to strengthen Maratha state on 
the basis of that theory. 

Thus all these points throw a new light on Sambhaji’s role and contribution to the strengthening 


of Hinduri Sara in the post Shivaji decade 1680 to 1689. 


Thus there is a need to reunderstand Sambhaji based on new source material. These 
sources are both western and Indian sources. These sources were in darkness for a long time. 
A.D.Pisurlekar has published two volumes based on Maratha Portuguese rules. Ashok Shined, 
Starker have brought to light new Sanskrit sources and this has been possible due to publishing 
and interpreting of Sanskrit sources. Both these sources have helped to throw new light on 


Sambhaji’s contribution to Maratha state. 


6.8: Summary 


The study of Sambhaji as a strong Maratha warrior was conducted in this research work 
and he has been rightly recorded and neatly evaluated in the light of new Portuguese and Sanskrit 
sources. Thus source material which is brought to light has been used for the first time here in 


this work 


Sambhaji’s efforts and his final sacrifice led to the solid foundation of Hinduri Sara even 


after his death for next two centuries up to 1818. 


There was a stern discipline in the administration. Army and Navy were rightly trained. 
Sambhaji put seek help from the French men to update his army. Sambhaji’s administrative skill 
and vision is reflected through Mode as well as Portuguese papers. The other sources throw more 
light factually than that of the earlier one. Hence all the criticism against Sambhaji in the Chitnis 
Bokhara stands illogical, prejudiced and unjust. The Maratha legal and judicial system was very 


much developed and had a clear understanding of Hindu polity. 


In this chapter Sambhaji’s struggle against Portuguese and Moguls will be mainly 
highlighted on the basis of new Portuguese sources. Sambhaji’s correspondence edited by 
S.N.Joshi throws ample light on efforts made by Sambhaji for the strengthening of Hinduri Sara. 
P.S.Pisurlekar has edited two volumes on Maratha Portuguese relations. These papers throw light 
on Sambhaji’s bravery and heroic struggle in a short span of time. All these aspects illustrate that 
Sambhaji had captured major part of Goa and had established superiority over Portuguese power. 
His pact with Prince Akbar was having a foresight but which was not brought into practice. Had 
luck favored the flow of history would have changed. However, all these efforts show that 
Sambhaji tried to strengthen Hinduri Sara both by his conquest as well as sound administration. 
His judicial capacities, administrative vigilance and diplomatic watchfulness were of high 


magnitude. This chapter will be based on new historical sources. 


Thus the strengthening of Hinduri Sara was possible due to hectic struggle Sambhaji 
made from beginning to end. His triangular fight with Mogul, Portuguese and Siddhi was really 
hectic and brave. The entire new phase of explorations has proved that Sambhaji was able to 
overcome many difficulties and he was able to come out of troubled water in a systematic 
manner. This lead to the rise of new age of success. Sambhaji’s efforts were based on new and 
cultural upliftment of the period. In spite of Mogul invasions Sambhaji was able to infuse a new 
spirit in the Maratha community, institutions and his fellowmen. The feeling of value abased 
sacrifice as expected by Saint Ramdas was fulfilled by Sambhaji in the entire decade. The 
overall awareness of Maratha prince regarding the rebuilding of Hindavi Swarajya was created 
by Sambhaji in a systematic manner. His abilities as a soldier, general and king were mostly 
exposed to society. The Portuguese papers have described Sambhaji as warlike prince, which 
means he had faced wars and fought with adverse conditions, which lead to the rise of shining 


star in the historical course of time. 


Thus all these aspects reveal that Sambhaji’s contribution to rebuilding of Hindavi 
Swarajya which has not been critically examined in the earlier works. Thus this study was 
conduced and a new light was thrown on the problem. The sources speak about historical facrts 
loudly, when new sources come on the forefront. There is a need to highlight different issues in a 
neat manner. The role played by Sambhaji in protecting Hindavi Swarajya was significant in the 


following three areas: 


e He included people at large in the process of nation building. 
e He protected the value and goals of Swarajya. 


e He transformed the state for galvanining the larger values of nation building. 


Thus in this chapter the basic contribution of Chhatrapati Sambhaji to Hindavi Swarajya 
has been described properly. His relations with Mogul, Portuguese and English were mainly 
studied. Attempt was made to reunderstand and reexamine the role played by Sambhaji in the 
light of new sources. The entire phenomenon was based on the availiability of new sources. The 
different dimensions explained here hare closely related to each other and they have a distinct 
role to understand the performance of Maratha King Sambhaji who has been described as 
warlike Prince. During lat century many more soruces were made available in Sanskrit as well as 
Persian languages. Further English and Portuguese factory records have been made available. All 
these sources are providing new dimensions in the wake of current source material. The socio 
cultural and religious sources revealed new age of the brenvolent approach of the Maraha ruler 
who was ahead of his times. Thus all these sources revealed a new approach to understand 
therole played by the progressive Maratha ruler whose performance was excellent both on the 
fronts of wr and administration as well. Thus Sambhaji had tried to strengthen the Hindavai 


Swarajya in all respect. 


Thus in this chapter the role of Chhatrapati Sambhaji has been neatly examined and 


properly interpreated here in an intresting manner. 
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CONCLUSIONS 
7.1. Introduction: 


A sharp perspective on earlier chapters has been provided here and major findings have 
been drawn for better understanding of facts. The research problem tackled here was complex 
and it had many dimensions. A new image of Chhatrapati Sambhaji has been provided here to 
throw light on his contributions in the building of Hindavi Swarajya. A totally new sociological 
approach was adopted in this study and the perspective developed is having all together new 
angle. After prolonged and continuous efforts made by explain all availale sources now new 
findings ahv e been presented here. The documentation, coaboration and evaluation of sources is 
based on new critical sociological approach. The earlier historical documents based on old and 
outdated sources have been totally rejected and new objective approach has been developed. A 


new theoretical frame is also presented here in this chapter. 


Histsory is often reunderstand because the new facts and figures came to light after due 
course of time. In the case of medieval history this fact is clear cut and eye opening. The history 
of Chhatrapati Sambhaji is also studied with the same spirit. Hence on the basis of new sources 
here in this research work, new light has been thrown on the entire problem. Hence on the basis 
of new source material Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s role has been explained and new light has been 
thrown on the subject matter. All the sources both primary and secondary sources have been 
examined and new findings have been highlighted here. All these facts have been newly 
interpreted. A new light has been thrown on this subject in a systematic manner. Attempt has 
been made in this chaptger to present major findings in nutshell. The sociological approach 
which was a prime object here has been tackled here. Now in this chapter a new focus has been 


thrown on the subject bassed on scienfiic exploration made here. 


In this chapter a sharp focus has been provided to the entire theme. The struggle and 
sacrifice made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji has been explored in a more better and rational manner 


in this chapter. Being a final discussion in this chapter a new light is thrown on the subject. 


The period of Chhatrapati Sambhaji (1980-1689) is traced as later phase of Shiv Shahi in 
medieval India. Sincere efforts were made in this work to examine this work and highlight 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s contribution separately as an independent entity. It would be interesting 
to throw light on contribution made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji in the protection and consolidation 
of Hindavi Swaraj in various fields such as political, socio economic, religious and cultural. 
Hitherto Sambhaji’s work is examined on the basis of Chitnis Bakhar, which was written as per 
order of Chhatrapati Rajaram. The biased information about Sambhaji is misleading and has 
been described as exaggerating and imbalanced. In order to make correct understanding of 
Sambhaji’s personality, life and work, his successes and failures, the present research work was 
planned. This study will be conducted in the historical sociology perspective by making 


explorations in subaltern studies. 


In the Mogul period there existed cultural exploitation. The Moguls were exploiting local 
Hindus’ culture and Aurangazeb’s religious policy was mainly responsible for this cutlrual gap. 
Due to Jizia tax on local religions, they had lost religious freedom and were suffering from 
cutlual alienation. Both Shivaji and Sambhaji fought against this cultural exploitation and were 


in favour of equal religious freedom. 


Chhatrapati Sambhaji had a long ranging struggle throughout his life for upbringing and 
upholding spiritual values in the state. He used to respect saints and prophets as well as temples 
and mosques as a matter of religious equity and freedom. He used to look after all these activities 
with equality and respect. His religious and cultural policy was thus outcome of his continuous 


thought which he had developed from his father’s period. 


Sambhaji’s period (1680-89) was most turbulent and conflicting and the entire Mogul 
army had invaded on the various provinces of South India and the masses along with the rulers 
were resisting the invasion with a perfect vision and mission. Historians like G.S.Sardesai, 
V.S.Bendre, Dr. Kamal Gokhale, Sadanand Shivde and Bahekar have focused on various 
dimensions of Sambhaji’s career but still the objective and critical analysis of Sambhaji’s 
contribution to Maratha history was lacking. While reexamining Sambhaji’s life and 
achievements, Dr. Bahekar has pointed that the fearless behavior of Sambhaji in Mogul camp 
was reflecting pride, loyalty to Swarajya and his immense dedication to the cause of 


independence. He never fall a pray to Emperor Aurangzeb’s promises and was devoted to the 


cause of freedom. He sacrificed everything for the protection of Swarajya. His sacrifice not only 
helped to enhance the Maratha pride but also it was digging of final burial of the Mogul emperor 


in Deccan 


In all the earlier chapters sincere efforts were made to present the role played by 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji in the light of new sources. The interpretation of the available sources and 
new sources was made in this work to highlight sharply the role played by Chhatrapati Sambhaji 
in the adverse conditions in the last decade of tensions and turmoil. Sambhaji was always very 


alert to face any calamity in a systematic manner. 


In this chapter now final recall of previous chapters has been undertaken and conclusions 
have been drawn. Especially Chhatrapati Sambhaji had played a tremendously significant role in 
the strengthening Hindvi Swaraj in the period of transition. In between Shivaji’s epoch and 
Maratha war of independence Sambhaji had played an important role like a bridge. He could 
resist Aurangzeb at one hand and he could raise moral of Maratha community on the other hand. 
Due to Sambhaji’s tremendous efforts he could generate energy for the future course of time. He 
had also infused a new spirit in favor of Swaraj. His sole contribution was in strengthening the 
base of Maratha Swaraj by fighting against Mogul, Portuguese as well as Siddhi and 
Englishmen. The study of Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s contribution to the history of Marathas was 


conducted in this research work and now major findings have been discussed in nutshell. 


The question arises what was the contribution of Chhatrapati Sambhaji in comparision to 
towering personality of Chhatrapati Shivaji, who was a greatest constructive genius in the 
medieval history of India. It is a misnomer that a new tree cannot rise under the shadow of old 
tree, but Sambhaji disapproved this theory and he fully developed his personality and his 
administrative genius even in the more adverse conditions during his period. In comparison to 


Chhatrapati Shivaji the great, Sambhaji had three major problems around him: 


e One glaring fact was that he Bijapur and Golkonda state which were fractions of 
Bahamani dyanasty were not existing in his period. 
e Secondly, Mogul emperior after sad demise of Shivaji wanted to remove the 


Maratha influence in the Deccan, which he was not able to do earlier. 


e Thirdly in the beginning of Sambhaji’s rule the Maratha state was divided and 
unsatistied discontented elements were approaching Moguls against the Maratha 
supremo. This internal danger was more serious than external enemies. 

In spite of above three difficulties, nature had added few more problems to the rule of 
Sambhaji. In the period of Shivaji there was never drought situation, but Sambhaji had to face 
serious drought problem in the major parts of Swaraj due to lack of sufficient rains. This affected 
two ways one the revenue collection of the state came down and secondly Sambhaji had to divert 
his resources for helping farmers and providing special concessions to them for fighting against 
drought situation. Some of the recent studies about Sambhaji’s policies in the removal of drought 
have revealed that he had very systematic and well planned approach to fight against the drought 
situation. Sambhaji’s administrative genius was put to test and he proved his metal in the process 
of good governance. P.S.Joshi’s work on Chhatrapati Sambhaji and Kamal Gokhale’s work 
Shivputra Sambhaji have proved that Sambhaji was a very sound administrator and like his 
father, he had directed the Maratha state to improve and reform the state of agriculture with 
effective policies for the betterment of Rayat or common people. The concessions he gave for 
promotion of small scale industries, trade and commerce proved his abilities for strengthening 
the treasury of Maratha Swarajya. In comparison to Shivaji, Sambhaji had paid more time for 
improving education in the state. Himself being a scholar in Sanskrit language, he contributed 
book on Indian polity titled as Budhbhushanam which was a compilation of Indian traditions 
from Vedic period to the beginning of medieval period. He had strongly supported Maratha 
educational system, which was based on moral and spiritual values. The religious centers like 
Pune, Nasik, Paithan, Wai, Kalegaon Toka, Karveer or Kolhapur served a dual purpose. At all 
these places, there were centers of religious awakening among Hindus on one hand and there 
were also centers of Vaidic education in Sanskrit language. The state had rightly promoted and 
actively supported Sanskrit eduction for elite and middle classes for provding them Indian 
perspective of education. These dimensions for vitally significant to show that Sambhaji was not 
careless ruler but he was serious enough to take care of his subjects. As described by Kautiliya in 
Arthashastra the state is governed by King on the basis of seven organs such as Swami, Durg, 
Dand, Kosha, etc. Sambhaji strengthened properly all the seven organs or Satangas so neatly that 
state could withstand even in the absence of king when he is on military campaign or if he is 


captured by the enemy. Sambhaji ably testified his administrative vision whenever he was on 


campaign against Moguls or Portuguese. His administrative mechanism was smoothly running to 
reflect hopes and aspirations of the people. At the end of his career when he faced his 
impressionment and later on assicination by Moguls, the Maratha people bravely faced the 
situation and they were inspired for fightIng the Maratha war of independence with double 


figures and enthusiasm. 


Sambhaji’s contribution to Hindavi Swarajya thus lies in five aspects, which can be noted 
below. All these ideas have been evolved on the basis of serious research work. A new cultural 
outlook of freedom and equality was evolved on this basis the following basic ideas have been 
developed in this research work. The following dimensions have been presented as a matter of 


serious research: 


e Stable political rule of a decade which was watched by people and the nation. 
e Sound administrative system developed by Sambhaji which was_ highly 
responsible for the welfare of Rayats or people. 
e The division of power in the Ashtapradhan Mandal was smoothly made and 
network of power relation was well maintained. 
e The diplomatic relations with foreign western powers like Portuguese and 
English to set balance of trade in the favour of Marathas. 
e Strong dedication and devotion towards the cause of Swarajya and strong faith in 
the ideals developed by Shivaji the Great. 
All these facts clearly illuststrated that Sambhaji was ahead of his times. He was not merely a 
solider or fighter or general, but he was genious scholar, a sound administrator and the just ruler. 
According to Hindu polity the King has to treat the people like his own children. He looked at 
the people with principle of equality. Sarvabhuti Samdristi i.e. equal treatment to all was a 
govering principle of Sambhaji’s adminsitation. He respected both majority Hindus and minority 
Mulisms and involved them int eh betterment of the nation. Sambhaji’s socio religious and 
cultural policy was based on peoples’ participation in development process. Sambhaji was able 
to plan his policies according to interest of the nation and he was never in favaour of himself or 
few people of his own. He never had narrow and scanty approach. He never believed in malice 
and hatred. On the contraray when he came to power, he had forgotten all the misdeeds made by 


rulers of his opponent camp. He was able to look at them in a fair view point and he tried to 


participate them in the wider development process. The success of his good governance was 
based on judgement of men. Sambhaji appointed right persons at right places and he was able to 
over take wider national interests than that of local scanty and narrow interests. The success of a 
ruler depends on his vision and action. The key point of his success was in envisioning of 
Maratha swarajya in wider welfare approach. His strong abilities had constructive line of 


thinking. Like Shivaji the Great he devoted his full time for the welfare of the poor. 


The role, relevance and effectivity of Sambhaji’s sacrifice lies in upholding values of 
patriotism, sacrifice as well as his dedication towards the cause of freedom which he championed 


to the end of his life. 


Sambhaji’s new performance was based on his serious thinking of self respect and pride. 
The self achievement made by him can be reflectsed in his own writings. In Budhbhushanam a 
Sanskrit text compiled by himin which he summarized dues and responsibilities of king. He had 


followed all these duties in a respected manner, which can be studied in sociological perspective. 


7.2. Historical sociology: 


The mass based subaltern history of the period has been studied here by adopting a new 


approach based on historical sociology. 


The sociological approach mainly focuses on clearcut understanding of social process 
behind the historical facts. E.C.H.Car rightly pointed that the study of history in sociological 
perspective is a new trend. Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s effort was to link common people, social and 
economic organizations and cultural centers for revamping effectiveness of Hindavi Swarajya. 


The entire process was base don procuring identity to nation and its people. 


e The social dyanamics was based providing new vision to social and cultural 
organizations 

e The santis and prophets from various corners of the antion were respected. Both 
Hindu and Muslim saints were eqully respected and supported by providing them 
donations for their maintenance. 

e The social progress attained by the Maratha Swarajya was based on value 


inculcations. The essence of Maharashtra Dharma was soul of the entire process. 


All these aspects have been rightly explained in this work. Due to adoption of sociological 
approach the primary and secondary sources were explained in this perspective. All these new 
angles were tackled carefully in this chapter. The sociological analysis in this chaptger has tried 
to provide a new dimension to the entire process. These facts have a distinct sociological insight 


to look at the problem. Now on this background a brief chapter summary has been present. 


7.3. Chapter summary: 


The chapter summary is an essential step in the resrach process because it provides a new 
outlook to look at the earlier studies. This is a significant view point developed by the researcher 


while noting important achievements recorded in the earlier chapters. 


The review of each chapter can help to summarise facts in nutshell. There is a need to 
provide a communicative approach to look at the subject. By presenting a brief summary of each 
chapter, it would be possible to arrive at sharp focus. The entire process is bassed on review of 
the earlier studies conducted by scholars. These facts are based on review of earlier research 
publications summarized here. The entire process of fact finding is based on linking them with 


each other 
The brief study of earlier chapters has been presented as under: 
Chapter I: Historical background: 


In this chapter the Swaraj and its divisions prior to the rise of Sambhaji has been 
highlighted properly. Further significance, objectives as well as new sociological perspective 
were also studied. The authenticity of sources was examined and new light was thrown on 
different sources for reunderstanding Sambhaji’s struggle and sacrifice. In this chapter future line 
of action was also examined. The first chapters being historical background has highlighted 
almost the rise and emergence of Hindavi Swaraj in the darkness of medieval period. The rise of 
Maratha power witnessed the dazzling sun and Sambhaji faced many difficulties. The house of 
Marathas was divided and weakened. Aurangzeb the Mogul King was waiting to take revenge 
and he had waged a massive war against the Marathas. The Maratha power was facing adverse 
conditions and Sambhaji’s task became more difficult in this situation. However, he faced it 


bravely and could establish his power and position in an effective manner. The decade in which 


Sambhaji ruled was full of uncertainty and adverse conditions. The drought in Maharashtra had 


further more complicated the environment. 


In this chapter attempt was made to provide historical background in a systematic 
manner. Especially conditions in the Maratha state power to the rise of Chhatrapati Sambhaji 
was illustrated. A thorough background of political conditions both from within and outside was 
provided. This has led towards the understanding of political conditions in the Swaraj. The house 
was divided 1.e. there were internal tensions, malice and hatred in two groups. The court was also 
divided. However, Sambhaji had to take stern action and persuade senior diplomats in his favor 
and he carefully solved all problems and prepared background for his rise in a systematic 
manner. This chapter has led to understand all the facts and conditions in a smoother manner. 


The entire theme was unfolded to provide a right direction to the core subject here. 


In this chapter historical background of Maharashtra, its land and people, its earlier 
historical processes prior to the rise of Maratha history have been highlighted. This has led to 
understand history of Chhatrapati Sambhaji on better canvas of historical events. It is true that 
the rise of a king is a part of political as well as social background of the period. Hence such 
background was unfolded in the first chapter to understand Sambhaji perfectly in new 
perspective. It is also an interesting distinction between Shivaji and Sambhaji because Shivaji 
was a visionary who could fight against circumstances. Sambhaji had to continue this struggle 
more rigorously because Moguls had stepped in Maharashtra and had brought Asmani, Sultani 
calamities on Hindavi Swarajya. Hence Sambhaji had to mark the significant record to turn the 


wheel of the time in favor of nation making. 


Thus in this chapter various dimensions responsible for rise and achievements of 
Sambhaji even in the adverse conditions have been properly highlighted. In true sense Sambhaji 
made a crusade for the betterment of common man in the Maratha state and he truly followed his 
father’s policy not to touch the pettle of vegetable at the time of military campgains. He 
maintained the unique mass based policy infavaor of peoples’ welfare. He not only made a plan 
for welfare of common people, but also he practiced this plan by setting priorites of his choice 
for the bright future of the nation and people. In every action Sambhaji tried to attain maximum 
welfare of the common man by changing the tone of administration towards common people in a 


systematic manner. He not only arranged his resources but also he planned future resource 


development in strategic manner and hence the fruits of his planning Marathas could enjoy at the 
toughest time during the Maratha war of independence. Two deades after Sambhaji the Swarajya 
sustained and maintained its dignity and glory for the betterment of common men. Hence this 
background chapter has thrown sufficient light on background for the rise of Sambhaji in a 
systematic manner. The first chapter is thus a manifestation of histsorical background undertaken 
by earlier scholars. The different dimensions of histsorical background have been provided here 


to look at the backdrop of the research problem recorded here in a systematic manner. 
Chapter IT: Research Design 


In this chapter most suitable and befitting descriptive research design was examined 
properly. The various methods of data collection were reviewed and both primary as well as 
secondary sources were explained. Modi, Arabic and Persian as well as English and Portuguese 
sources were classified and described one after another. Both modes of internal and external 
criticism were testified to available sources and line of interpretation was set in this context. 
V.S.Bendre in his book “Sadhan Chiktsa” has narrated regarding critical examination of source 


material. These basic principles were adopted for this study. 


In order to understand a thorough exploration of the subject here descriptive research 
design was used. In historical studies the use and application of descriptive design is most 
suitable. The facts and figures can be assessed and examined and properly documented on the 
basis of historical sources. The various stages in the use and application of descriptive research 
design were explained carefully in this chapter. This chapter has provided background to 
examine the present research work. The testification of descriptive design can help to examine 


facts and ideas in a critical angle. 


This chapter has explained research design, tools of data collection and along with 
methodological analysis; theoretical insight has also been provided here properly. The 
significance of new source material was highlighted and the new line of interpretation was also 
pin pointed. The sociological aspects of study have also been properly highlighted here. The 
subaltern approach of historical analysis has provided a new base to project facts in the present 


study. Sambhaji had abilities to grasp political crises properly and he was able to overcome all 


problems slowly one after another for studying Hindvi Swaraj. This fact has been unfolded by 


explaining new sources properly. The descriptive research design is the backbone of this chapter. 


Being so, different stages in the adoption of descriptive design have been studied 
carefully to pin point the methodological devices. A clear distinction between primary and 
secondary sources has been made and new line of action has been initiated. In this chapter 
minute processes in data collection about different sources such as archeological, Indian sources 
and foreign sources have also been evaluated. The method of examining sources in the science of 
history which is known as internal and external criticism of source material was also adopted. 
The sociological perspective and subalturned approach are two major yardsticks used here to pin 


point new approach for Sambhaji’s achievements. 


The study of authenticity of sources in the history is signficiant because sources are 
treated as sun and moon as well as eyes to look at history.The basic problem in the rewriting of 
the history of Sambhaji is that earlier descriptions were based on wrong sources and in the 
present work use of new sources in Sanskrit and Portuguese language have provided better and 
more clear understanding of Chhatrapati Sambhaji in a more rationale manner. Sambhaji 
contributed a great deal in Sanskrit literature. His Guru Keshav Pandit was also a genius scholar 
in Sanskrit language. While returning from Agra, Shivaji had kept Sambhaji at Banaras where 
pricne could acquire Sanskrit language and had developed keen interest in the scholarship. Later 
on when Sambhaji returned Maharashtra he continued his interest in Sanskrit studies. Jayraj 
Pinde’s works suggest that grand father of Sambhaji, Shahaji Maharaj had more than 17 Sanskrit 
scholars in his court. Like his grand father Sambhaji also continued the policy of promoting of 
Sanskrit language which was vehicle of knowledge and wisdom. The study of sources in Sanskrit 
and Portuguese have helped a great deal to present Sambhaji’s image in a more better, positive as 
well as progressive manner. The critical study of source material and balanced description of 
facts can led to understand Sambhaji in a more objective manner. This chapter has explained the 
strategies of this research work. The research process was explained briefly right from beginning 
of the problem to the report writing. Especially the care and caution to be taken while following 
descriptive research design was explained here properly. The stages in the said design helped a 


great deal to overcome many problems. 


Chapter III: Life and work of Sambhaji and Review of Literature: 


In this chapter in the beginning major events in the life of Sambhaji were covered and 
later on brief historical details were elaborated. The milestone research work conducted by GS. 
Sardesai, Jadunath Sarkar, G.H.Khare, A.R.Kulkarni, Dr. Kamal Gokhale, Dr. Shivde, Dr. 
Bahekar were reviewed. Their achievements and limitations were also presented. New 


sociological angle and subaltern perspectives were studied. 


In the review of literature the entire subject matter was explained in a systematic manner. 
The holistic approach was possible, major workers were listed and reviewed. The brief highlight 
of each work was also presented in nutshell. The major scholars and their works were examined 
both by presenting pros and cons. This has further led to the proper understanding of facts in a 
systematic manner. The new outlook to look at sources was also evolved in this chapter in a new 
sociological angle. The subaltern approach perspective was also pinpointed. Thus this chapter 
on one side precious life and work of Sambhaji and on the other hand it has documented review 


of literature. 


In this chapter life and work of Chhatrapati Sambhaji was explained by using new source 
material and new research works conducted by new scholars in India and abroad. Recent source 
material has been linked and new light was thrown on some neglected areas. The significance of 
the present research work lies in new interpretation and new source material. A totally new 
approach has been adopted here in this chapter for fact finding and connecting events in a neat 


manner. 


Important turning points and important events in the political graph of Sambhaji;s career 


have been properly aligned and well presented in this chapter. 


In his early career Sambhaji could not find much affection from his father. Sambhaji had 
to learn lessons of struggle at his own cost. He was able to grasp properly political scenario 
around him and further he was able to discriminate social events with great vision and power. He 
developed this vision in his own perception. When he came to power he felt that Mogul king 
Aurangzeb must be combated more boldly and more effectively because his designs were 
scrupulous and he had malice and hatred towards Swarajya. By dividing English, Portuguese and 
Siddhi Sambhaji was able to treat and tackle the enemies in a diplomatic manner. His vision of 


maintaining Swarajya was clear cut and he had not only thought of it but implemented it with 


great courage and confidence. The strategies and continuous struggle against enemies was 
essence of Sambhaji’s career. He not only maintained this struggle on political canvas but also he 
retained it on social, economic and cultural settings. He was able to redesign the policies of 
Swarajya in bright and bold manner for envisioning Maratha swarajya.. The entire focus of 
Sambhaji’s career was on inculcating values of Swaraj among the masses. He ignited love of 
freedom, sacrifice, and pride among people. He was able to infuse a new spirit among the people 
to fight against the enemy. This spirit continued even after his death because his sacrifice never 


went invain. He created a very high level ideal for bringing change in the nation and society. 


Sambhaji’s entire career has been examined and new light is thrown on various aspects of 
the study. In his entire early course and even after coming to throne, Sambhaji had to make 
crusade for bringing change in the personal life as well as in the life and conditions of the people 


around him. Struggle and sacrifice was nexus of his entire career. 
Chapter IV: Social and economic conditions: 


In this chapter it was evaluated how Sambhaji fought against adverse social and 


economic conditions prevailing at the time. 


After invasion of Mogul King Aurangzeb the entire Maharashtra was witnessing turmoil. In the 
adverse conditions the common man was sufferer of the conditions. Hence social and economic 
aspects of Sambhaji’s life were explained here. Different aspects of rural life, arts, crafts and 
festivals and social relationship among various groups as well as trade and commerce and 
economic aspects will also be carefully studied here. All these socio economic aspects being 


interrelated among each other were unfolded in sociological angle. 


The social science in medieval India was based on Varna and caste. The vedic system had 
even became more rigid. The social system was more complex and it was based on the orthodox 
system. The society had been suffering due to disparity and inequality in the critical manner. The 


salient features of social system were critically examined and a new light was thrown. 


The study of social and economic life of the period was possible on the basis of new 
Sanskrit and Portuguese sources. The new source material was very carefully examined and new 


light was thrown on the socio economic conditions of the period. The different aspects of 


socioeconomic life were examined systematically and dimensions recorded to customers, 
trader’s social life and economic institutions of the period were also carefully explained weaving 
them together in a systematic manner. The documentation of social and economic history was 
made on the basis of primary and secondary data. Prof. Ranjit Guha has developed subaltern 
approach in Indian historiography. In this approach the basic phenomenon of exploration is 
important subaltern consciousness was the key factor. Hence in this chapter the subaltern 
approach was very much befitting. On this background to high light social and economic life of 


the period under study was conducted. 


The sociological perspective as well as the subaltern approach has helped us to unearth 
the various neglected aspects in the medieval Maratha history. This new approach has further 
strengthened the aspects of socio economic history of the period of Sambhaji. The village as a 
basic unit and trade and commerce was well protected by the state. These facts have been 


brought to new light. 


The study of social and economic aspects is related to the study of ideas. Hence a 
significant contribution was made to examine the facts in this angle. In the decade of disturbance 
and uncertainty his contribution lies in the stabilization of internal life. The social cohesion and 
coordination can be understood on the basis of available western papers and records which have 
been documented by scholars like S.N.Joshi and A.D.Pisurlekar. Pisurlekar studied Maratha 
Portuguese relations mainly based on arcaival material which can be described as primary 
source. These papers be speak about Sambhaji;s alertness and his efficient administration to 
watch and guard against enemies. He was able to maintain continuity in his policies against 
Portuguese attacks which were designed with political and religious motives. Sambhaji was able 
to sort out different strategies to develop tit for tat polcies against Portuguese powers. He was 
able to conduct dialogues with Englishmen against Portuguese and maintained balance of power 
in various traders to get favour from Marathas. His taxation policy and his policies reduced 
burdens on Maratha trade relations. The flow of profit continued from western ports because 
Marathas were carefully watching against the costal trade activities and Sambhaji arranged his 
policies for keeping Maratha economy safe and secure. He protected Maratha interests in the 
coastal areas of Goa, Konkan and Karawar, which protected Maratha state from foreign attacks. 


Thus in this chapter social and economic life during the Sambhaji’s period was critically studied 


and new outlook has been developed in this chapter to understand the phenomenon in objective 
manner. Thus social and economic life in the period of Sambhaji was studied in this chapter on 


the basis of new sources to pin point the success of Chhatrapati Sambhaji. 


The understanding of social and economic history is closely related to each other because 
social fabric supports economic growth and economic prosperity leads to social stability. In order 
to understand interplay and dialogue between these two a new approach has been developed here 
for the better phenomenon of Maratha Swarajya. The village in Maharashtra in the period of 
Shivaji and Sambhaji was quite prosperous and happy because it was free from foreign attacks 
and it was enjoying the support of the state craft for maintaining the peace and security. 
A.R.Kulkarni’s opinion aptly suits to Sambhaji’s span of period because Sambhaji had fully 
developed to gear up administrative mechanism for the protection of people’s interest in a right 


manner. 


Chapter V: Religious and cultural life: 


In this chapter Sambhaji’s religious and cultural policy was highlighted. Sambhaji’s sole 
efforts were to fight against the Islamic invasion of Mogul Empire Aurangzeb’s fanatic policies. 
In this chapter different aspects of cultural life of Sambhaji was properly highlighted. It is true 
that social and cultural aspects are totally inseparable and they require an integrated approach. 


Hence in this chapter sociological view point was adopted for this study. 


The socio cultural aspects of Sambhaji’s period were explained in this chapter. The 
efforts made by Sambhaji were in tune with Shivaji’s policy. He followed the policy of Shivaji 
and protected Temples as well as Masjids without making difference in religions. He protected 
Hindu temples, saints and prophets due to his policies and this tolerant approach had helped 
people of the period to face various problems in the period. Sambhaji’s policy was responsible 


for strengthening the cultural of the period. 


The religious and cultural life of the period was unfolded in this chapter by covering 


different aspects and connecting them properly. All these aspics are webbed properly and new 


light is thrown properly on this complex side. In spite of differences Sambhaji could generate 
new energy and enthusiasm to support the cause of Hindvi Swaraj. The religious and cultural 
aspects of the state which were hidden earlier have been brought to light for the first time. Mogal 
King Aurangzeb had clamped a Jijiya Tax on non Islamic population. His crucade approach 
towards local communities was a major reason for peoples’ sufferings. Even in Maharashtra the 
parts in which Mogalai was prevailing people had no religious freedom. They were given step 
motherly treatment. Due to this insult people were worried and their citizenship was insulted. On 
the contrary the Maratha policy under the Shivaji, the Great and his son Sambhaji was very much 
normal and tolent enough to provide peace and security to each and every person in the state. 
The religious freedom was granted to all, Hindus and Muslims were treated equally and 
Sambhaji’s policy was responsible for providing justice to all. He not only granted freedom to all 
but also provided cultural identity due to his policies. He was able to generate pride and respect 
to all. The cultural identity which was denied by Aurangzeb was provided by Sambhaji with 
great respect. This has been authenticated by the study of Saint Ramdas’s treatise Dasboth and 
his letter to Sambhaji, appealing him to remember the glory and greatness of Shivaji and follow 
the same with great dedication. Saint Ramdas had noted that Sambhaji should come out of his 
bravery in such a manner that tremours of his strokes can sensetize the whole earth. Ramdas was 
quite happy when Shivaji had established Swarajya and Sambhaji continued it with great valour 
and bravery. Further some of the ballards written during the period also described protection of 
cultural identity in the period. The study of different feactes of cultural life such as fairs, 


festivals, dance, drama and music has been conducted in this chapter. 


The religious and cultural life during Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s period was very rich and 
based on spiritual values. The saints and prophets not only geared up cultural pride but they 
uphold spirititual values at every moment. The Varkari cult which was active in the region was 
based on cultivation of social spirit evolved by saints and prophets of the time. The medieval 
renisanance that began with Saint Dyaneshwar continued up to Tukaram and Baba Yakub as 
well. Like Shivaji Sambhaji also rsespected Muslim spiritual figures and he had great respect and 
regard for their mass based work. In one of his articles Prof. Narhar Kurundkar has appreciated 
both Shivaji and Sambhaji for following tolerant and all comprehensive religious policies which 
can be described as part of Sarva Dharma Sambhav i.e. equity to all religions. Further more state 


under Shivaji and Sambhaji allocated equal grants for religious centers such as temples and 


mosques for their maintenance in a regular manner. Maratha educational system was also well 
maintained and Agrahar lands were donated for the maintenance of educational centers. Thus all 
these policies of Sambhaji which were forward looking and progrsssive have been documented 
in this chapter for better and newer understanding of Chhatapati Sambhaji in a new angle. His 
policies can be endorsed and buttressed by the study of original papers and correspondence made 
available by scholars like S.N.Joshi and A.D.Pisulekar. Thus in this chapter Sambhaji’s vision of 
new religious and cultural freedom has been properly high lighted in this chapter, which is a core 
contribution of the present work. The nexus of the present work lies in the cultural identity of 


Hindavi Swarajya. 


The social and economic conditions which were earlier negative and advesrse, Sambhaji 
turned them towards positive aspect. He had developed the all comprehensive and well designed 
system which was responsible for solving of peoples’ problems. He was able to take care for the 


betterment of poor and exploited people. 


The cultural identity provided by Chhatrapati Shivaji to the people in medieval Maharashtra was 
based on his pefect grasp of the prevalent situation. He had evolved a more balanced and 


matured policy to look at the problem, which has been highlighted here. 
Chapter VI Sambhaji and strengthening of Hindvi Swaraj: 


This chapter had mainly focused on contribution made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji for 
strengthening of Hindvi Swaraj. The chapter has mainly focused on Sambhaji’s struggle with 
Portuguese and Moguls as well as Englishmen. Finally this has turned into Sambhaji’s struggle 
and sacrifice for the fostering of Hindvi Swaraj. Sambhaji’s efforts and his final sacrifice led to 


the problem of Hindi Swaraj even after his death for next two centuries up to 1818. 
The various phases of Sambhaji’s struggle against the enemy were examined as under: 


e His access and early difficulties 
e His fight against Portuguese and Moguls 
e His struggle against the own men 
All these aspects have led to the understanding Chhatrapati Sambhaji against the adverse 


situation. His sole effort was responsible for understanding of his crusade for strengthening the 


Hindvi Swaraj. His struggle and heroic death never went in vain but it had inspired the future 


generations to come. 


Sambhaji made a crusade for the existence of Hindi Swaraj. Due to his dedication, 
devotion, Sambhaji was able to generate new energy in the state. His serious efforts have led to 
the strengthening of Hindvi Swaraj. His noble cause of freedom was upheld by his subjects 


during his rule and even after his reign. He could set an example of sacrifice to his followers. 


Sambhaji had a perfect vision of strengthening Hindavi Swarajya. He tried to built it on 
th basis of clearcut policy frame and plan of action. His policy of action was based on new 
dimensions of the understanding of future challenges. After his coronation as a king when he 
took charge as a ruler he had many difficulties. The house was divided, the court had differences 
and the enemy was always on the head. At this critical point Sambhaji had a clearcut policy of 
strengthening the Hindavi Swarajya. He had not only repaired and strengthened the Maratha 
forts but also he had tried to develop his military strength. His campaign against Mogul and 
Portuguese were more organized and more strengthened beause he knew thedifficulties in the 
way. His clear grasp of the prevailing conditions provided him the clear cut perspective to bring 
back peace and glory which prevailed in 1674 at the time of coronation of Chhatrapati Shivaji. 
The Hindavi Swarajya under Sambhaji was responsible and effective to face religious 
conversions as well as atrocities committed by Moguls and Portuguese. The Hindavi Swarajya 
was well protected on the basis of the planned policies. The proper goal setting, action plan and 
implementation of schemes were major achievements made by Chhatrapati Sambhaji during his 
career. Here in this chapter important achievement recorded by him from grand alliance with 
Prince Akbar towards the end of his career, in which he faced the Mogul atrocities boldly and 
fervently. It is true that his heroic death never went in vain but he was able to inspire future 


generations. 
Chapter VII: Conclusion: 


In this chapter review of earlier chapters has been presented in order to covers different 
aspects of the problem. After presenting of summary, major findings have been illustrated and a 
new theoretical frame has also been presented. The major findings of this research are mainly 


focus on following aspects: 


The two major points of the last chaprer are chapter summary and major findings, which 
are based on logic, evidence and correct thinking. The entire process is based on new line of 


action developed here in this chapter. 


In social research after examining earlier scholars’ views and ideas, a new theoretical frame 
has been developed. In this process contribution made in this work are vitally significant. The 
entire process came to be reviewed and a new theory can be developed. A frame of this 
theoretical analysis has been presented in this chapger for further understanding of the subject. 


The benefits of chaper summary can be noted below: 


e The chaper summary provides a lonk of analysis made by the scholars to look at the 
subjet in a new perspective 

e The chapter summary provides a new approach to look at the theme in a systematic 
manner 

e The chaper summary can enlightened to understand the current trends in the subject 
matter. 


e The chapter summary provides different ideas and concepts to review of the subjet. 


Hence in this work the chapter summary was presented and new strategy was developed. The 


chapter summary has helped to pin point and focus the major findings one after another. 


7.3. Major findings: 


The reserrach work conduced on the topic, Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s contribution to the 
upbringing of Hindavi Swarajya has now brought some facts to the light. These facts are linked 
with fact finding process adopted here as a research strategy. The findings can be drawn here one 
after another throwing light on the subject. These findings are based on verification of objective 


and hypotheses discussed earlier in this research work. 


These findings have been drawn in a logical manner to examine the facts by verifhying 


objectives and hypotheses as well. 


e The public life during Sambhaji’s period was based on the value of struggle and loyalty 
towards the value of freedom. He and his fellowmen tresated these values higher than any 


toehr selfish motives. The correspondence of Sambhaji studied during the period of 


decade reveals the above fact. Every effort was made to protet freedom. The struggle 
made by Maratha for the sake of freedom was a commendable and all round strulggle. 
The state had firstly supplied the freedom being subjects. The soilders of Swarajya were 
ready to make crusade against the Moguls and Portuguese who were against the 
Swarajya. The own state was created by Marathas by making rigorous efforts. The 
Maratha century right from the ancient period was loving freedom and was loyal to 
Rastrakutas and Yadavas who were powerful dynasties in the early medieval period. 
Chhatrapati Shivaji had organized this policy to project Hindavi Swarajya. He did a 
wonderful experiment of social enginnering which the Rajputs were also not able to 
achieve. The abilities of Marathas have been well appreciated by Historians like S.P.Sen, 
Jadunath Sarkar who studied history of Aurangazeb was able to throw light on the career 
of Shivaji and Sambhaji and appreciated their efforts to protect freedom 

Sambhaji’s role has remained neglected in the building of Hindvi Swaraj. New justice has 
been provided in this work for evaluating his performance in the right angle The Sanskrit 
and Portuguese sources have thrown new light on the way of Maratha king who made a 
crusade for change. Sambhaji’s services to the Maratha power revealed that he was a 
great visionary in the field of strengthening army, navy and administration as well. His 
contribution in the field of Indian polity looms large because of his work 
Budhbhushanam. His contribution to the medieval political thought revealed unparallel 
and unique. By careful study and analysis of various Sanskrit scholars, Sambhaji had 
contributed this work by developing a new treatise. He worked under the supervision of 
great scholar like Keshav Pandit who was general of Chhatrapatit Sambhaji. The 
academic contribution made by this genius scholar was in relation to Indian tradition of 
Kings and prophets like Bharatmuni and Hala. King B- had written a book on ethics 
containing 300 slokas. King Hala in the Satavahana period had composed the book 
Gathasaptashati which was a collection of the folk literature. Thus all these efforts made 
by Maratha king keep him on the top in the annals of medieval Indian kingship. In the 
hectic political career even Chhatrapati Shivaji could not spare time for contributing such 
scholarly work by completing a book on Indian polity. Thus all his contributions show 
that he was a gneious scholar and he could continue and contribute effectively on Indian 


political thought of the medieval period. His scholarly contribution made by Sambhaji 


had immense academic works as well as pratical contributions. All these aspects have 
been studied in new angle and they have reflected a new genious ideology of Raj Dharma 
to protect the interess of the people. The subjects’ welfare were based on principle of 
responsible administration and two way process of good governance. The state was able 
to protect the welfare of the people. Sambhaji was able to strengthen Hindvi Swaraj in the 
adverse conditions. His struggle and dedication was corner stone of his contribution to 
the history of medieval India. 

The socio economic and cultural aspects of the period of Sambhaji illustrate mass 
participation on large scale than that of political life. The socio economic, religious and 
cultural life of the period of Sambhaji was value based and he protected Maharashtra 
Dharma as Maratha identity and Hindvi Swaraj as national identity, both merging in each 
other for nation building. The role played by Chhatrapati Sambhaji was very basic in 
relation to the process of nation building. According to M.G.Ranade, the rise of Maratha 
power exemplified what one may call the process of beginning of nation making. 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji had continued this process by further strengthening the same. The 
Saint Ramdas in the period of Shivaji wrote a letter to Sambhayji and appealed him to 
protect Maharashtradharma. The concept of Maharashtra dharma was deeply rooted ethos 
of Maratha saints and prophets. they were responsible for transforming the Maratha land 
into an independent nation. Sambhaji nicely mixed together both the local cultural 
identity and wider national interess together for better future. The spirit of nationality was 
in the national interest. He was able to foster new values on broader lines. The role 
played by Sambhaji can be eaxamined on the basis of letters, records and biographies 
written by scholars in India and outside world. The Portuguese sources have reported the 
active role played by the Maratha king to develop the nation for better life and good 
governance. The sources in local Modi language, Roman and Sanskrit language also 
support these facts. Here the entire process of fact finding throw light on the methods of 
governance adopted by Chhatrapati Sambhji during the period of decade. Thus all these 
arguments support the process of fact finding together in an interesting manner. 

People’s participation against the mogul attack on Maharashtra was a solid base 

of Sambhaji’s success. Like the king people also were actively involved in 


fighting the adverse conditions. The will power of the society was highly 


elevated due to awakening made by saints and prophets. The saints and prophets 
rightly reshaped both by Sambhaji and Shivaji. The spiritual guidance given vy 
Marathi saints and prophets was responsible for moral and spiritual upbringing of 
the society. The study of Saint Ramdas and his writings critically revealed that 
the society wass made aware about the national values. The Manache Slock 
written by Saint Ramdas revealed the moral content. The moral values developed 
by these writings were responsible for maintaining the Dharma, in the poples 
mind. The high level efforts made for character building further revealed that the 
Maratha state was well aware about the falling morals of medieval period. In 
order to oppose the Islamic culture the true Indian spirit of morality was well 
nurchured and new out look for promoting the process of nation making was 
devleoepd by saints and prophets. The social renaissance evolved by saints and 
prophets wasmainly resposnbile for building the higher values and moral spirit 
among the people. Thus peoples pariciaption was key of the success of social 
spirit. 

Sambhaji took every care to provide relief to the common people during the 
conditions of drought, which prevailed during his period. The administrative 
capacities of Sambhaji can be witnessed in this phase. The study of Maratha 
administrative policies and its implementation revealed that the every care was 
taken by Sambhaji to protect the interest of the common man. The every step was 
taken to make life more affordable and more mass oriented. The Sambhaji’s 
royal orders and directions prove that he was keen to solve poples problems. 
S.N.Joshi’s edited published letters written by Sambhaji to his staff revealed that 
king was conscious enough to solve various problems which were rasied by 
people. The involving, persuading and transforming efforts of Sambhaji’s 
political and social policy revealed that he was always taking care about peoples’ 
issues and problems which were unsolved by the system. King as a final power 
was able to guide and direct the subjects for good governance. The entire policy 
wss well planned and well designed to face various problems rasied by the 
people at large. Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s all serious efforts were leading towars 


the understanding of the complex issues of the people on right lines. A careful 


study of the decorum making process can be examined here in the light of the 
subjects for new understanding of the welfare policy. Thus all these decisions 

prove that he was able to arrive at a right point after tackling various aspects of 

the issue. 

Chhatrapati Sambhaji established his bravery and able leadership while fighting 

against Moguls and Portuguese. The Portuguese papers have described Sambhaji 

as war like prince. The Maratha king have proved his leadership by putting to the 

test the entire fact finding process. The king being a sun among the planet and 

first among the seven organs of the state he was aware to fight all adverse 
conditions. He was rightly described by Portuguese papers as a war loving 

pricne. He was always shining like a star on the frontiers of warfare. He was able 

to direct his army at every war properly. As a general he followed all theical 

rules and regulations and respected the woman and weakers. Chhatrapati 
Sambhaji was to provide a new line to his army and generals to come out of the 

crisis. His leadership was multicoloured and had a dazzling power to shine on 

the warfare. He was able to overcome all the difficulties of the time by 
evaluating the creative spirit effectively. His progressive ideas were having an 
effective utility at all the time. Both in war and administrative he was always 

alert and conscious as a leader. Hence he could become leader and founder of 

the Maratha state. His leadership was put to test at all critical times and he 

proved his abilities. 

Sambhaji rasied huge mass movement for the protection of people, their religion and 
culture. The study of cutlrual history of Sambhaji was tolerant enough and it was all 
comprehensive to promote cause of the people. There was a unity in the diversity of 
cultural policy. Sambhaji treated equally both Hindus and Muslims as well. Equal grants 
and money was given to the religion functions of both Hindus and Muslims. Temples and 
mosques were gieven equal grants and they were supports and protected for raising the 
spiritual life of the people. The policy of Sambhaji was responsibe for elevating the 
cultural ideology of he Hindavi Swarajya which was essence of the nationhood. The 
study of the cultural life of the Maratha period strengthened massive art and architecture. 


M.S.Mate has studied the important salient features of the Maratha cult. The Maratha 


paintings hve been studied by Dr. Satish Deshmukh of Marathwada University, 
Aurangabad and he had conducted a well developed school of Maratha paintings was 
developed in the period. The many remains of paintings are avaiblae at Wai distirict of 
Satara, Nasik and other placed revealedthat the said art and architecture was well 
developed and it had a new Indian approach. Though it had some Mogul or Rajput 
influences, yet attempt was made to provide locala indeginuous characters to the Maratha 
art work. This can be studied on the basis of remains of art, architecture and paintings. 
The manifestation of quality art work can be studied her by recording and documenting 
art works, which can be a separate topic for research. Thus the development in the field 
of art and architecture has been carefully documented in the research process, which 
reveals the cultural life of the peiod. Sambhaji’s aestithic sense and his patronage towards 
the art and literature can be highly appreciated. This has a unique aspect of the 
Sambhaji’s decade. 

The public life during Sambhaji’s period was based on the value of struggle and loyalty 
towards the value of freedom. He and his fellowmen treated these values higher than any 
other selfish motives. The welfare approach of Sambhaji was corner stone of the 
administration. He adoped number of welfare measures because his administration was 
sound and effective. It was responsible for accelerating peoples welfare. “Mudra 
Bhadraya Rajate” was the prime aim of welfare. The Shivaji’s policy plan was continued 
by Sambhaji. He was able to provide a new line to the Maratha administration which was 
effective and responsive. The Sambhaji’s efforts were genine and creative and he was 
able to came out of the crisis with gresat devotion and dedication. Sambhaji was able to 
stresamline Maratha administration in his own performance. ERayat was sole and 
Sambhaji thought that people must be respected. Like Shivaji he also waned his soilders 
not to hurt their feelings and not to disturb the public property. The entire process was 
based on mass based policy. The Maratha state felt that people should feel better than that 
of the Mogul policy. They thought people must be respected and properly shared in the 
administrative welfare. In the revenue settlement king was to take keen interest and he 
use to make a spot visit and settle the matter after making critical study and after listening 
both the sides carefully. Sambhaji had visited Sangameshwar in Konkan to settle the 


revenue case at the house of Desai which is the best example of his good governance. 


e Sambhaji was able to strengthen Hindavi Swarajya in the adverse situations. His struggle 
and dedication was corner stone of the contribution to the history of medieval India. The 
Msratha suprimo Sambhaji was well versed in Sanskrit language and he had a mature 
reflection of Hindu polity. His book Budhbhushanam is a testimony of the scholarly 
work. The study of Sambhaji’s historical contribution has been rightly evaluated in this 
work. The entire research has led to the understanding of the research problem in a right 
manner.The study of Maratha king Chhatrapati Sambhaji revealed that he was a genius 
ruler who turned the wheel of the time towards a new direction. The historical 
contribution of Sambhaji has been examined and evaluated in this work on the basis of 
new sources. The portoguese and Sanskrit sources lead to understand the conditions 
prevailing at the time. The contribution of Sambhaji lies in the rebuilding of Hindavi 
Swarajya. The struggle and sacrifice was essence of his historial role as a vanguard of 
Maratha war of independence. The Maratha chronicle Sabhasad Bakhar and Chitnis 
Bakhar have wrongly placed the career of Sambhaji as a drug addict and vegebond in 
their writings. But the critical study of new Maratha sources reveled that the Maratha 
king was not at all so, as written in those sources. It is true that the new Maraha sources 
Sanskrit and Modi show Sambhaji as a literary figure and well versed in Sanskrit 
languge. He was able to come out of difficulties in a systematic manner. Sambhaji’s 
efforts were responsible for bringing positive change in the system. Peoples’ welfare was 
the sole aim of the state. All the policies were planned accordingly to accelerate peoples 
welfare. Every effort was made to attain maximum benefit of the Swarajya to the Rayat 
i.e. poor people. A careful and critical undedrstnaing of Sambhaji’s efforts revealed that 
he was able to overcome all the difficulties to face new challenges. His entire strategy 
was to attain peoples’ participation in a systematic manner. The hopes and aspirations of 
the people were met and the welfare was attained in all the fields such as agriculture, 
industries and eduction. Actions taken for the public welfare were siginificant aspect of 


the period. 


7.4. New theoretical frame: 


The new theoretical frame of this research work will mainly focus on following aspects. The 
historical sociological approach and subaltern history approach can help to rebuilt Sambhaji’s 


history. 


e Historians have not given proper justice to the contributions made by 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji. Hence correct evaluation of Sambhaji’s performance 
has been made in this work. Not on the basis of Chitnis Bakhar but on the 
basis of new English and Portuguese sources as well newly published 
Sanskrit sources. 

e Sambhaji bravely fought with Portuguese and he has been described in 
Portuguese papers as “War like Prince.” His campaigns against Portuguese 
amply testify this fact. This has been brought to light by studying Portuguese 
papers edited by Pisurlekar. 

e If Sambhaji-Akbar plan would have been successful, this would have turned 
the trends in history. Akbar was son of Aurangzeb and he came to get 
cooperation from Sambhaji for capturing Delhi’s power. Their plan was 
leaked and Aurangzeb became aware and Akbar had to escape from Konkan. 
The early action would have saved the delay and defeat. 

e Due to drought all economic difficulties Sambhaji had to make rigorous 
struggle for retaining freedom. His struggle was of all round nature and he 
had to fight against moguls with great bravery and finally he had to sacrifice 
his life for his devotion towards 

e = Chhatrapati Sambhaji promoted art and culture. The present research work is 
based on enw understanding of earlier set themes presented by scholars. The 
writings on Sambhaji which were based on the Chitnis Bakhar, the Maratha 
Chronical on Sambhaji cannot be accepted. It was the first effort made by Dr. 
Kamal Gokhale to highlight Sambhaji’s new image. The new sources havae 
revealed that Sambhaji was a scholar in Sankrit language and he had a clear 
grasp of the administrative process. He tried to enhance the good grasp over 
the general, civil and military administration. He had tacakled the issue of 


conversion and he allowed the converts to enter in their own religion. He was 


catholic and tolerant to provide equal as well as well designed options to 

;different religions. “Mudra Bhaya Rajate” the roal seal was to attain welfare 

with the target of the good governance. Sambhaji continued conversion 

mission with great zeal and mission. The tempo of religious and cultural 

reforms was ably conducted by Chhatarapati Sambhaji. 
The new theory developed here is based on sociolological approach of the history. Sambhaji’s 
new image developed here is plositive and better than earlier which is bassed on Chitnis Bakhar. 
Sambhaji’s decade was bassed on new progressive policies. The success of Sambhaji has been 
descried on the basis of new sources. He was truly a genious scholar and enlightened ruler. The 
entire fact finding revealed that Sambhaji was able to sort out basic probl ms one after another 
and he solved them in a methodical manner. Every effort of Sambhaji was to redirect and 
reconstruct the system toarss people. The study of Sambhaji’s administration shows that the 


common man was epicenter of his reforms and rearrangements 
Leadership + Visiion = Action Program. 


This can be the formula of the success of the Chhatrapati Sambhaji as a ruler. 


7.5. Epilogue: 


The social life during Sambhaji’s period was based on adverse conditions. People had to 
carve out their freedom by their own struggle. The king his Nobel man and common people 


equally fought against the invader. 
The contribution of Sambhaji can be listed as under in five points: 


e Sambhaji tried to establish discipline in the state and his administration cared 
problems of common people. The Rayat was respected and their problems 
were carefully solved. 

e Social peace and economic prosperity were leading towards people’s welfare. 
People were involved, persuaded and transformed to seek the fruits of Swaraj 
with responsibility and pride. 

e Care of peoples’ problems was basis of Sambhaji’s administration. He fought 


against irregularities in Mogul state and he was equal to all. Sacrifice, service 


and dedication were three basic values which Sambhaji embraced throughout 
his life. 

e If king gets support from common people, he can be more successful in his 
struggle in the process of nation building. Sambhaji altered and had made 
many changes in the administrative pattern of Marathas. This can be revealed 
on the basis of Sambhaji’s correspondence. 

e Protection of Swaraj is more important than own life was the major principle 
of Sambhaji and he followed the same throughout his life. Every soil or 


became strong base of Maratha forts and fortification. 


Thus above points show that Sambhaji’s administration was mass based and leading 
towards welfare of the people. The Marathas values of freedom sown by Shivaji the Great was 
continued by Sambhaji and the tree of Hindvi Swaraj blossomed. In the later period of Maratha 
war of independence Santaji and Dhanaji were able to fight against Moguls. The credit of 
protecting Maratha state and flourishing it goes to Sambhaji because his sacrifice had not only 
enlarged but also widened the range of Hindvi Swaraj. His abilities revealed different dimensions 
as a Sailors as a general as a sound administrator as a pragmatic scholar and as a visionary 
revealed his genius performance. The all round development of Maratha state was possible 
during his period. Santaji and Dhanaji used to capture the golden pinnacle of Mogul king’s tents 
and their horses were terrified such a way that the soldiers used to asked them whether they were 
visualizing the shadow of Santaji and Dhanaji in the drinking waters. This much valued based 
environment which was created during Maratha war of independence was led by Sambhaji’s 
historical struggle. His struggle and sacrifice in the foundation of Hindvi Swaraj has been first 


time brought to light here in this thesis. 


The new theoretical frame of study reveals that Sambhaji had tremendous faith towards nation, 
Hindvi Swaraj and cause of freedom. His able and noble cause was based on value of patriotism. 
Like his father Sambhaji generated and transformed these values in his fellow generals, solders 
and diplomats. Each of them had contributed for strengthening Hindvi Swaraj and hence the 


change was possible. 


he present research work has brought to light some new facts. These ideas are base don 
new critical fact findings. The role of medieval rulers can be newly examined on the basis of new 
sources and new evidences. These logical findings have been rightly renewed and new focus was 
thrown on the complex issues of the problem. The final truth is that Chhatrapati Sambhaji was 
not a vegebond and drug addict as described by earlier scholars but he was an enlightened ruler 
with a clear grasp. His good governance approach has been illustrated on the basis of new 
sources and new papers which were made available readily. The Sanskrit and Portuguese sources 
provide a new light on the problem on new lines. This approach is significant enough to throw 
light on the problem. The progressive and enlightened approach of Maratha king was provided in 


this research work. The new approach is a solid base of the present work. 


Thus in nutshell Sambhaji was able to overcome all the problems in a systematic manner. 
All the progressive policies adopted by Sambhaji led towards the good governance and reforms 


in the system. 


7.6. Summary: 


Thus in this chapter the major findings have been discussed and new theoretical frame 
was presented. The new analysis of facts was made and new light was thrown on the subject. The 
entire research work has led to the understanding of facts about Sambhaji in new angle. The 
entire theme has led to highlight the contribution of Chhatrapati Sambhaji. The struggle and 
sacrifice of Sambhaji thus led to the new understanding of Sambhaji’s contribution made to the 


strengthening Hindvi Swaraj in a new angle. 


Thus in this chapter a new light was thrown on entire theme. A critical angle was 
examined for the understanding of the historical dynamics of Maratha history. Sambhaji had a 
gigantic task and complex challenge of protecting the Maratha state. He was able to infuse a new 
spirit in the state on the basis of his values, ideals and contribution. The able leader can provide 
new ideals and can generate and transform values among their colleagues. This was possible due 
to Sambhaji’s untiring efforts. His fights with Moguls, Portuguese, Siddhi and Englishmen were 
all comprehensive and all inclusive struggle. He laid solid foundation of Hindvi Swaraj by his 
crusade for the Swaraj. It was based both on ideas and actions, which has been studied and 


carefully unfolded in this research work. 


Thus this work has brought to light some new facts and ideas about Sambhaji’s 
contribution to Hindvi Swaraj, without which the coming of Swaraj was not possible. Hence the 
new light was thrown on the turbulent decade, based on new values and new facts. We cannot 


neglect Sambhaji’s contribution for strengthening Hindi Swaraj. (after four paras) 


All these facts have been critically examined in this work to examine the progressive 


march by the Maratha King in the 17 century. 


Thus in this research work new approach towards the research problem was testified. The 
sociological approach was treataed as basic and all explorationsa were conducted on these lines. 


The overall new approach was mainly focused on all the proceedings of the work. 


The designed subject matter was properly explained by conducting serious research work. 
The each chaptear is well designed with earlier chapters and a new appr9och to the problem was 
narrated effectively. The entire process has a new dimention and new base of the research 
problem. The present research work has brought to light three major facts which can be 


presented as under: 


e = Chhatrapati Sambhaji was an enlightened ruler having good grasp of Hindu 
polity. His book Budhbhushanam is a testimony of this fact. 

e The major contiribution of Sambhaji lied in the building and strengthening of 
Hindavi Swarajya in the most difficult situation. 

e Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s contribution to the Maratha state was in the field of 
military strength, effective warfare and rsistance against the Porturguese 
invaders. 

Though Sambhaji was caught and cruelly assaulted by Mogul king Aurangazeb yet his 
sacrifice remained as inspiring example for future generations. He was able to enlighten the 
Maratha community to facae future challenges during the Maratha war for indepence. He placed 
an ideal example before the people that state is more important than the king. If he makes a 
sacrifice for values he becomes immortal. His sacrifice makes him immortal and inspiring for 


future generations. Thus Sambhaji by making sacrifice of his life was able to turn the history by 


continuing the history of heroic struggle and sacrifice for guture generations. His sacrifice will 


not went invain but it will set further new example for future generations. 


The decade of the Chhatrapati Sambhaji’s rule can be described as an architect of the 
Maratha wisdom. The struggle made by Sambhaji was unique and it was based on the quality of 
the guidance. The entire process can be examined on the basis of quality improvement of the 
public life in general and Maratha swaarajya in a particular Thus in this work a new imapge of 
Chhatrapati Sambhaji has been presented on the basis of new sources leading towards new 
historical base. The erlier sources were rejected and new sources were highlighted properly for 
the better understanding of the role played by Chhatrapati Sambhaji as a enlightened ruler of 17" 
century Maharashtra in nutshell for future understanding of the subject. For future understanding 


of the subjet new historical aspets will benefit for proper guidance of the future researchers 
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